
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church 

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

October 8, 2024, 7:00pm 

Present: Father Julius, Shannon Nye, Jean Hofmaster, Eric Busch, David Kramer, Geri Bjorling, 

Corey Hough (by phone), Lexie Cochran (by phone)   Absent: Max Kozeal 

Opening prayer by Father 

Approval of minutes: Motion by David to approve, second by Geri – motion passed all Ayes 

Faith Formation Update by Shannon: 

 Parent Café – Shannon mailed out a survey to FF parents regarding this.  It will be split 

into four groups: Infants/Toddlers, Elementary, Middle School, and High School.  It was 

recommended the meetings take place during FF Classes. 

 OCIA training (previously called RCIA) – significant changes if the person has not been 

baptized, otherwise the program has not changed much. 

 Suggestions regarding a FF (or possibly a total parish) Christmas Project.  Adopt a family 

through the Red Cross?  Or, talk with Tri-Center (Lexie)and Underwood (Geri) Schools 

about adopting a family in need? Then have dinner and gifts for the family. Ask Scott to 

be Santa? Make it a dinner for the entire parish, especially the elderly? Jean suggested 

having Christmas tree with mittens that have items listed that the family needs. 

 We will have a breakfast after Mass on Deacon Sunday to thank Scott Brooks for his 

dedication to our parish. 

 MS/HS Youth Group will have a Kickball Tournament Oct. 13 at the baseball field in 

Neola at 6:30.  Hot dogs, chips and drinks will be provided. 

 Trunk or Treat will be Sunday, Oct. 27 from 2-4. 

 All Saints Fall Festival will be in the Hall Nov. 3 from 11-1. There will be a Country Store 

and lots of games for the children with MS/HS students running the games. Lunch will 

be served. Cost is $2/student and $5/adult. Help with set up and cooking is needed. 

 Old Fashioned Christmas is Dec. 14, with our parish responsible for the soup supper. 

 Shannon has a meeting on Oct. 17 regarding the age of Confirmation being lowered.  

She is asking for input from parents. 

 Advent Retreat is Dec. 7 with Father Emmanuel. 

Old Business: 

Discussion on Cultivating Connections in Christ: 



 Max sent paper regarding Creating a Culture of Welcome & Care.  Try having greeters at 

church again?  Everyone likes this idea.  Do we have welcoming materials?  All agreed 

Father is very welcoming at every Mass. 

 Geri presented information on Inviting People to an Encounter With Jesus.  How are we 

involved in the lives of the people we serve? How do we embrace the suffering of our 

parishioners?  Would an outsider consider our parish joyful? 

 Jean presented information on Engaging Our Young Adults into Full Participation.  We 

want our youth to come to KNOW and love Jesus Christ, who loves them and gave 

Himself for them. 

 There will be more discussion next month. 

Employee Evaluations: 

 Should be done in September.  All agreed that, as a church, it’s not really an evaluation, 

it’s more of a “communication” between all of us to make our parish the best it can be.  

Father stated how valuable feedback is.  More discussion on this subject to come. 

Motion to adjourn meeting: Eric, second by Jean.  Motion passed with all Ayes. 

Closing prayer – Father 

Next meeting: 11-12-24 

Submitted by Geri Bjorling 

 


