St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes
Jan. 14, 2025, 7:00pm

Present: Father Julius, Shannon Nye, Jean Hofmaster, Eric Busch, David Kramer, Geri Bjorling,
Corey Hough, Max Kozeal, and Deacon Scott Brooks. Absent: Lexi Cochran

Opening prayer by Father
Approval of minutes: Motion by David to approve, second by Jean — motion passed all Ayes
Faith Formation Update by Shannon:

e Parent Café meeting Jan. 5, Birth-5th — Shannon reported that the parents at this
meeting are very happy with the Faith Formation program. This was wonderful to hear
and Max stressed we need to let the parish know this! The parents said they would
also like to have a “teaching session” about the Mass. Why do we do what we do? And
what do the symbols mean, the seasons, the colors that are used? It was suggested we
have another Symbolon Program. Parents also requested the Sunday Family program
and breakfast be started again. Shannon is working on this.

e It has been decided that the end of the year FF celebration will be Sunday, April 27,
possibly at the Neola Ball Park Pavilion.

e Wendy Lausen and Alicia Sweeney went with Shannon to the Diocesan Meeting for the
3 year program for Faith Formation. Jean, Paulina Gonzales, Jennifer Fischer and Ashley
Lopez are also on this committee. They were all surprised and pleased to realize that
our Faith Formation program is doing very. All parishes are struggling with numbers of
students.

e OCIA training (previously called RCIA) — significant changes if the person has not been
baptized, otherwise the program has not changed much. Corey offered to be on the
OCIA team. Eric and his wife, Brittany also offered to be on this team.

e The upcoming auction is in need of lots of help.

e There have been quite a few complaints about the new books at church. Some say they
are too heavy for both the old and the young people. Some say the print is too small. It
will be announced at the Masses and in the bulletin that the “Word Among Us”
booklets are at the entrances of the church and people are welcome to use these.

Other Business:



Discussion on Cultivating Connections in Christ: John Gaffney plans to come to our Feb.
meeting to help us with this. We will plan to meet at 5pm and supper will be provided.

Deacon Scott shared about BACA wanting to present a video explaining how they use the
money our parish donates to them. Scott will get this set up on a Sunday after Mass and it will
include lunch.

Father reminded us the mission of the church is to evangelize! He has asked all parishioners to
bring one person back to the church. He wants us to talk to our families, friends, and
neighbors. Tell them we love them, we miss them, we need them! When we do these three
things, we invite people to have an encounter with Christ.

Father also expressed his gratitude to the Parish Council for our service.

Motion to adjourn meeting: Corey, second by Max. Motion passed with all Ayes.
Closing prayer — Father

Next meeting: 2-11-25

Submitted by Geri Bjorling



