
 
ST. PATRICK 
   CATHOLIC CHURCH 
         Neola, IA 

 

Parish Office:  
    712.485.2750 
    office@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Priest Office: 
    712.485.2753 
    priest@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Faith Formation:  
     712.485.2754 
     dre@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Parish Hall: 
     712.485.2433 
 

Website: 
            www.stpatricksneola.com  
 
 St. Patrick Catholic Church 
 310 Avon Street 
 P.O. Box 127 
 Neola, IA 51559 
 
Administrator:  Rev. Julius Itamid 
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Scott Brooks 
Faith Formation Director:  Shannon Nye 
Business Manager:  RaeShelle Jensen 
 
  MASS TIMES: 
  Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule 
  Saturday Evening:  5:30 PM (April to September) 
 4:00 PM (October to March) 
  Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM 
  Holidays: As announced in the bulletin 
  Reconciliation: First Saturday evening before Mass 
 

           
ST. COLUMBANUS 
   CATHOLIC CHURCH 
          Weston, IA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  St. Columbanus Catholic Church 
 22720 Weston Ave 
 Underwood, IA 51576-3920 
 Served from Neola 
 
  MASS TIMES: 
  Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM  
  Holidays: As announced in the bulletin 
  Reconciliation by appointment 

April 27/28, 2024 
5th Sunday of Easter 

READING I  Acts 9:26-31 
PSALM 22: I will praise you, Lord, 

in the assembly of your people. 
READING II  1 John 3:18-24 

GOSPEL  John 15:1-8 
 

May 4/5, 2024 
6th Sunday of Easter 

READING I  Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 
PSALM 98: The Lord has revealed 

to the nations his saving power. 
READING II  1 John 4:7-10 

GOSPEL  John 15:9-17 

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

“I am the vine, you are the branches,” we hear Jesus tell his disciples in     
today’s Gospel. We are those branches now. Connected to the vine that is the 
Lord, we are expected to bear fruit. What fruit do we bear? Let us      
contemplate that question as we prepare to celebrate Mass today. May      
listening to God’s word and sharing in the Eucharist nourish us as we strive to 
bear good fruit for the Lord.  

Question of the Week 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

How will I bear fruit this week … at home, at work or school, and in my   
community? 

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

In the first reading, we catch a glimpse of Saint Paul (still called Saul) at a 
unique time. Just recently converted, he is intent on speaking boldly in Jesus’ 
name. John tells us that believing in Jesus’ name and loving one another are 
the ways to remain in him. Finally, we hear Jesus ask his disciples to remain 
in him as branches remain on a vine. In doing so, he assured them, they will 
bear fruit abundantly. Let us hear how we can become such disciples      
ourselves.  
 

Visualize your family tree. Perhaps your grandparents or great grandparents 
are the trunk of the tree, with branches of aunts and uncles and cousins, and 
smaller ones for children and grandchildren. Spouses are grafted onto the tree, 
with family trees of their own that they bring to your family. Through births 
and marriages, the family tree grows and grows. We are part of God’s family 
tree. We are all God’s children and in baptism we were grafted on to that one 
tree. This tree is a living thing, growing and producing fruit for generations to 
come.  



Calendar of Events: 
May 1 - First Communion Rehearsal, 6:30 pm 
May 2 - First Thursday Adoration and Reconciliation, 6:30-7:30 pm 
May 4 - First Saturday Mass, St Patrick Grotto, 8:30 am 
 Reconciliation before Mass, 4:30-5:15 pm 
May 5 - Celebration of First Communion, 9:30 am Mass 
May 11/12 - The Ascension of the Lord Masses 
 Catholic Charities Special Collection 
May 12 - Mother’s Day 
 Children’s Mass 
May 14 - Pastoral Council Meeting, St. Patrick, 7:00 pm 
May 15 - St Columbanus Mass, 5:30 pm, followed by parish clean-up 
May 17 - Fr Julius Itamid’s Birthday! 
May 19 - Pentecost Sunday 
 Blessing of Graduating Seniors, St. Columbanus, 8:00 am 
May 21 - Finance Council Meeting, St. Patrick, 6:00 pm 
May 26 - Blessing of Graduating Seniors, St. Patrick, 9:30 am Mass 
May 27 - Memorial Day, Mass at Cemetery, 10:00 am 
May 30 - June 1 -    NCYC Garage Sale (see next page) 
June 1 - First Saturday Mass, St Patrick Grotto, 8:30 am 
 Reconciliation before Mass, 4:30-5:15 pm 
June 1/2 - Catholic Communications Campaign Collection 
June 3-6 - Priest Retreat, no Masses in Neola or Weston 
June 6 - No Thursday Adoration & Reconciliation 

—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
Memorial Calendar: 
 April 29 - Memorial of St. Catherine of Siena 
 April 30 - Memorial of St. Pius V 
 May 1 - Memorial of St. Joseph the Worker 
  International Workers’ Day 
 May 2 - Memorial of St. Athanasius 
  National Day of Prayer 
 May 3 - Feast of Ss. Philip and James 
—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
Offering Report        Last	Weeks							Fiscal	Year	to	Date 
   Sunday Envelopes $ 1,805.00 $ 80,164.71 
   Open Offering  $ 120.00 $ 8,543.36 
   Children’s Offering $ 10.62 $ 677.02 
—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
Tithes/Donations can be sent to the parish of ice, placed in 
the collection baskets, by online giving or by Venmo. Visit our 
website at https://stpatricksneola.com/online_giving or use one 
of these QR Codes: 
 
 
 
—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
HELP! MINISTERS NEEDED! We are very low on Ministers to Shut Ins. 
Many hands make light work. If you would like to help with this wonderful 
ministry, please contact the parish office at 712-485-2750. And we always 
welcome new Lectors, Altar Servers, Eucharistic Ministers, and Tithe      
Counters.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
THE ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL: A big "Thank You" to everyone who 
has given a gift to this year’s Annual Diocesan Appeal. Each and every     
person's gift is important. Remember, if we do not make our goal, the church 
still must pay the shortfall amount to the Diocese. For those who have not 
made their pledge or one-time gift, please join us in supporting the vital     
programs and services throughout the Diocese that no single individual or 
parish can offer. Simply fill out a pledge card and place it in the offertory  
basket or drop it in the mail. Pledge cards are located in the church         
entrances. Gifts can also be made online at dmdiocese.org/giving. Thank you 
for your generosity and your support of the ADA.  

Weekday Masses 
  Apr 29 - No Mass 
  Apr 30 - Joe & Norman Wellman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8:30 AM 
  May 1 - St Columbanus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 PM 
  May 2 - No Mass 
  May 3 - Herb Brich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM  
Weekend Masses 
  May 4 - St Patrick Parish - Bernard Alfers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM 
  May 4 - St. Patrick Parish - Wade Hursey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 PM 
  May 5 - St. Columbanus Parish  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 AM 
  May 5 - St. Patrick Parish - Joe Colpitts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 AM 
——————————————————————————————————- 

MAY 4, 2024 - 5:30 PM MAY 5, 2024 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Amy Ausdemore Lector -  2nd Grade Students 
   Servers - None  Servers -  Emma Sweeney 
   Samantha Nye 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Scott Brooks 
 Eric Busch  Shannon Nye 
 Brittany Busch  Geri Bjorling 
 

MAY 11, 2024 - 5:30 PM MAY 12, 2024 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Stacie Denning Lector -  Faith Formation Students 
   Servers - None  Servers -  Kenadi Dunn 
   Grace Shively 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Scott Brooks 
 Jan Divin  Amy Ausdemore 
 Grace Denning  Jody Cook 
 

MAY 18, 2024 - 5:30 PM MAY 19, 2024 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Mary Fischer Lector -  Matt Brummett 
   Servers - None  Servers -  Connor Brummett 
   Charlie Brummett 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Jeannie Disalvo 
 Norm Baker  Max Kozeal 
 Bryan Weidner  Angie Kozeal 
 

TITHE COUNTERS   
   Apr 28 - Roberta Morse Cecilia Powell Sue Stenlund 
   May 5 - Dani Baxter Anne Brummett Rita Heinen 
   May 12 - Jim Mahlberg Roberta Morse Kevin Nye 
   May 19 - Mark Pogge Cecilia Powell Sue Stenlund 
 

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS       
   Apr 28 - Roberta Morse  Stacie Denning 
   May 5 - Norm Baker Jeannie Disalvo 
   May 12 - Carolyn McDermott Roberta Morse 
   May 19 - Shannon Nye Stacie Denning 
——————————————————————————————————- 
FIRST EUCHARIST - Sunday, May 5th, 9:30 am Mass: Please keep our 2nd 
grade students in your prayers as they finish their preparations. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
GRADUATING SENIORS: We will be recognizing our graduating seniors at 
the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday, May 26th. We hope all the seniors can be here 
to receive a blessing from Father Julius. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
MEMORIAL DAY MASS will be at the Neola Cemetery on Monday, May 27th 
at 10:00 am. Please bring your lawn chairs or you will have to stand. If it rains, 
Mass will be in church. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
FAITH FORMATION: Thank you to our Catechists, Helpers, Parents, and 
Students for making this another great Faith Formation year. Classes have 
finished for this school year, but we’ll be back together in the fall. And don’t 
forget that Vacation Bible School is June 24th to 28th. If you would like to help 
with VBS or with Faith Formation in the fall, please contact Shannon at         
712-485-2754. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
READERS: Have you ever come to Mass and realized you left your reading 
glasses at home? Well, we have you covered. There are a few reading     
glasses for anyone to use at Mass. They are in the main entrance of church. 
Please return them to the entrance when you are finished with them. 



We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a    
registration form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Julius for an appointment. 
 

For information about Baptism, Sacrament of the Sick, Pastoral Visitations, Reconciliation, RCIA, Marriage, Adoration, or the Prayer 
Chain, please visit our website at https://stpatricksneola.com/ or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

Congratulations to our 2024 Confirmation Candidates! 
We are blessed to announce and congratulate our 2024 Confirmation Class from St. Columbanus and St.     
Patrick's. Please say a prayer for our Confirmation Candidates as they continue their faith journey. 
 

 Connor Brummett Leo Casson Kayleigh Crozier 
 Amelia Disalvo Lucy Elsener Trenton Huebner 
 Cauy Konz Nolan Kunze Kaylee Lopez 
 Brody Weidner Shane Tiarks 



 

Phoenix House 
 

Domestic Violence  
Shelter 

 

712-256-2059 

  
 

  
 

 

  

 

 

712-322-7779 
545 Willow Ave 

Council Bluffs IA 51503 

 

 

 

HURD CONSTRUCTION 
JOHN & DEB HURD 

 

SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE 
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK 

 

21596 225th St 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

Home: 712-566-2475 
Cell: 402-680-8578 

 
 

 
 

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC 
 

Daniel P. Fischer 
 Attorney at Law 

 

daniel@kohorstlaw.com  

Phone: (712) 755-3156 │ Fax: (712) 755-7404 

602 Market Street, Suite 101, Harlan, IA 51537 

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director 

mike@hoyfuneral.com 
 Phone 712.256.9988  
www.hoyfuneral.com 

1221 N 16th St 
Co Bluffs IA 51501 

Catholic Charities  
Council Bluffs, IA 

Marriage, Family and  
Pregnancy Counseling  

712-328-3086 
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org 

New York Life Ins. Co. - 
Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance, 
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs 
 

*Registered Representative offering securities 
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member 
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency. 
 

Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC® 
Phone: 402-496-6446 

 

In Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm 
*Certain Annuities issued by New York 
Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation  

 
 
 
 

 
(712) 328-2424 

Deann@kellyscarpet.com  

Brich-GroteAuction.com 
Rick (402) 690-4620 • Dean (402) 618-4384 

Live Auction   •   On-Line Auction 
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding 

www.ufsllc.net  



 

Thomas	Monaghan	
 

 
 

St. Patrick's Parishioner Thomas Monaghan died April 30, 1944 at the age of 82. For those not 
familiar with Thomas Monaghan, he was the donor of the farm referred to as "the Church Farm". Since 
April 30, 2024 will be the 80-year anniversary of his death and subsequent "willing" of the farm to St. 
Patrick Catholic Church of Neola, it is important to recognize his life and gift to our Parish. 
 

Thomas, born in 1862, was the son of Patrick and Bridget Monaghan. He obviously gets the 
credit for the donation, but it had to have started with his parents. We can assume that Patrick and 
Bridget were Irish immigrants who settled near Neola. Thomas had no other siblings. Patrick is 
included on the "List of Subscribers" to the Neola Catholic Church in 1873-1874. The first record of 
ownership of farmland for Patrick and Bridget was May 7, 1879, when they purchased 2/3 of the 
East½ of the SW¼ of Section 4, York Township (53.33 acres) for $600 from A.B. Thornell and Winfield 
Mayne. This is where a set of buildings were located which probably was their homestead about 6 
miles southeast of Neola. To finance their $600 purchase, they mortgaged the farm to Pottawattamie 
County for $500. In 1882, Patrick and Bridget purchased 2/3 interest in the SW¼ of the NW¼ (26 2/3 
acres) also from A. B. Thornell for $400. They purchased the remaining 13 1/3 acres from J. D. and Jennie 
Edmundson for $200. This tract is located along Keg Creek at the northern boundary of the current 
farm. The land was purchased as a result of a mortgage from Mr. Thornell and the Edmundson’s for 
$266.68 and $133.34 respectively. These mortgages were released in 1886. It is noted in the Abstract 
of Title for the farm that Patrick signed his name by writing "P" and Bridget signed with an "X". They 
apparently were not literate. 

The first record of Thomas owning any of the real estate was July 22, 1890, when Patrick and 
Bridget sold 240 acres of their land holdings in Sections 4 and 8 to Thomas via warranty deed for 
$3000 or $12.50 per acre. There is no record of a mortgage, leading to the conclusion he probably 
purchased the land on a contract from his parents, who did not record the contract. In the following 
years Thomas's farm in York Township grew to 400 acres. He also eventually became the owner of 240 
acres of land in Section 2, Norwalk Township, approximately 3 miles southwest of Neola. Thomas was 



never married. His family consisted of his friends and obviously his fellow parishioners of St. Patrick 
Church of Neola. 

 
On April 30, 1944 Thomas, a resident of Neola, passed away in Council Bluffs. On May 4, his Last 

Will and Testament was filed. Article 2 of the will reads "It is my will and I hereby give, devise and 
bequeath to St. Patrick Catholic Church of Neola, Iowa, the residue and remainder of my property both 
real, personal and mixed". Article 3 reads "I nominate my friends Rolland W. Hall and Charles 
Minahan as Executors of my last will and testament." 

Assets: 

 400 acres of land in sections 4, 5, 8, & 9 of York Township $ 40,000.00 
 240 acres of land in Section 2, Norwalk Township $ 24,000.00 
 Money on Deposit (Farmers & Merchants State Bank) $ 5,454.31 
 Certificates of Deposit -  City National Bank of Council Bluffs $ 5,000.00 
    Council Bluffs Savings Bank $ 1,000.00 
 Notes of: C.D. Minahan – 3% interest $ 800.00 
   G.W. Bintz – 5% interest $ 2,000.00 
   E. and Anna Hansen – 3% interest $ 400.00 
 Corn  $ 650.00 
 Crops in field, leases (given to St. Patrick Church)  ? 
 
 TOTAL VALUE OF ESTATE (ESTIMATES) $ 88,242.56 

 
 Designated Gifts: 
  Rev. A.J. Drexler (Neola Pastor 1901-1926) $ 2,000.00 
  Rev. W.J. Kleffman (Neola Pastor 1926-1942) $ 1,757.00 
  Mrs. Ada McGinty $ 2,081.00 
  Andrew Cheney $ 2,000.00 
  Rev. McEvoy, Council Bluffs $ 1,000.00 
  Sisters of Humility, Ottumwa Iowa $ 1,000.00 
  Father Flanagan’s Boys Home, Omaha NE 240 acres located in  
    Section 2, Norwalk Twp 
 
 

There was a Federal Inheritance Tax liability of $2800 which was paid by Father Flanagan's Boys 
Home. There was an Iowa Inheritance Tax Liability of $883.80 paid by the Estate to the State of Iowa. 
Father Flanagan's Boys home, which later became known as Boystown, sold their 240 acres of land the 
following year. That land is now owned by members of the Minahan and Ausdemore families. After the 
cash gifts were made, St. Patrick received the balance of Thomas's cash held in the 3 banks. 

 
Prior to his death, Thomas granted a ten- y e a r  lease on 240 acres of the York Township land to 

Charles Minahan. From 1944 through 1953, Charles Minahan leased the land primarily for pasture. 80 
acres of land was farmed by Hank Winneke, and it appears that G. W. Bintz was farming a tract of land 
as well. The rental income for St. Patrick began with the 1944 crops/lease. Taken from the St. Patrick 
Centennial Book 1882-1982 on page 101, the land was fall plowed in December, 1953 and the farm was 
then farmed by parish farmers on a volunteer basis until 1973 when it was leased for cash rent. This 
cash rental arrangement continued until 1998, when the farmers of the parish again farmed the land 
on a volunteer basis. This continued through the 2019 crop. In 2020, the parish decided once again to 
lease the land on a cash rent basis. The 400-acre farm consists of 375 crop acres. 

 



Many improvements were made to the farm through the years. The farm is considered nearly 
totally terraced with terraces built in the 1970's through the early 2000's done on a cost share basis 
with Federal or State support. Ausdemore Construction (Walter) took a great interest in the farm, 
building many of the terraces and clearing trees on the old building site and near Keg Creek. In 2003, 
a large pond was built/reconstructed by Ring Construction (Jerry) with United States Department of 
Agriculture assistance. Two large grain bins were built in 2010 and 2012 to store much of the crop. 
Tiling was done where drainage was needed. The farm is considered to be quite a nice farm in 
Pottawattamie County. 
 

The farm has generated wonderful income and security for St. Patrick Church since Thomas 
Monaghan gave his 400-acre farm to our Church. The years of the farmers working the land resulted 
in the benefits of fellowship in working together to produce successful crops and income. Countless 
numbers of volunteers worked the land, and others provided seed for the soil and food for the 
workers. The farm provided security in that it was mortgaged for major projects at the church, 
including building a convent (1953), St. Albert School founding (1964), a new school bus (1968), 
remodeling the church (1996) and remodeling the hall (2006). Income from the crops or rental 
payments paid off the mortgages. 
 

Eighty years after the passing of Thomas Monaghan, his legacy lives on through his farm now 
owned by the members of St. Patrick Church. As written earlier, it began with his parents who settled 
near Neola and took the risk of acquiring and working the land. Imagine how difficult life would have 
been for these early settlers of this area. All the modern conveniences we take for granted did not 
exist. Electricity, running & hot water, hard surfaced or even gravel roads, automobiles, modern 
medicine and dentistry were nothing like we have lived. Thomas, having been born in 1862, 
experienced that difficult life, although by his life's end he saw great advancements in things that 
made life easier. His gift was "the gift that keeps on giving." He lived the simple life of a farmer, and 
obviously was successful at what he did. He and his parents are buried in the central part of our 
Cemetery just to the southwest of the large Cross. We as members of St. Patrick Catholic Church of 
Neola are forever grateful to Thomas Monaghan for his incredible gift. His faith included that we 
would take good care of his farm. 
 
 

 
"The land must be conserved with care since it is intended to be fruitful for generation upon 

generation. You who live in the heartland of America have been entrusted with some of the earth's 
best land: the soil so rich in minerals, the climate so favorable for producing bountiful crops, with 
fresh water and unpolluted air available all around you. You are stewards of some of the most 
important resources God has given to the world. Therefore, conserve the land well, so that your 
children's children and generations after them will inherit an even richer land than was entrusted to 
you. But also remember what the heart of your vocation is. While it is true here that farming today 
provides an economic livelihood for the farmer, still it will always be more than an enterprise of 
profit making. In farming, you cooperate with the Creator in the very sustenance of life on earth." 

 
Pope John Paul II Des Moines, 
Iowa October 4, 1979 

 
 

"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth."  (Matthew 5:5) 
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