ST. PATRICK

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Neola, IA

Parish Office:
712.485.2750
office@stpatricksneola.com

Priest Office:
712.485.2753
priest@stpatricksneola.com

Faith Formation:
712.485.2754
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712.485.2433

Website:
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St. Patrick Catholic Church
310 Avon Street

P.0. Box 127

Neola, IA 51559

Rev. Julius ltamid
Rev. Mr. Scott Brooks
Shannon Nye
RaeShelle Jensen

Administrator:

Deacon:

Faith Formation Director:
Business Manager:

MASS TIMES:

Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule

Saturday Evening: 5:30 PM (April to September)
4:00 PM (October to March)

Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM

Holidays: As announced in the bulletin

Reconciliation: First Saturday evening before Mass

ST. COLUMBANUS

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Weston, IA

St. Columbanus Catholic Church
22720 Weston Ave

Underwood, IA 51576-3920
Served from Neola

MASS TIMES:

Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM

Holidays: As announced in the bulletin
Reconciliation by appointment

April 12/13, 2025
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

GOSPEL AT THE PROCESSION: Luke 19:28-40
READING I Isaiah 50:4-7
PSALM 22: My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
READING II' Philippians 2:6-11
PASSION: Luke 22:14—23:56

April 17, 2025 April 18, 2025
Holy Thursday Good Friday

READING I Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14 READING I Isaiah 52:13—53:12
PSALM 116: Our blessing cup is a PSLAM 31: Father, into your hands
communion with the Blood of Christ. I commend my spirit.
READING II 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 READING II Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9
PASSION: John 13:1-15 GOSPEL John 18:1—19:42

April 19, 2025 April 20, 2025
Easter Vigil Easter Sunday

READING 1 Genesis 1:1—2:2 READING 1 Acts 10:34a, 37-43
READING II Genesis 22:1-18 PSLAM 118: This is the day the Lord
READING III Exodus 14:15—15:1 has made; let us rejoice and be glad.

READING 1V Isaiah 54:5-14 READING II Colossians 3:1-4

READING V Isaiah 55:1-11 GOSPEL John 20:1-9
READING VI Baruch 3:9-15, 32—4:4
READING VII Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28

EPISTLE Romans 6:3-11
GOSPEL Luke 24:1-12

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

We begin the holiest week of the year by holding palm branches in our hands,
which recall the palm branches the crowds used two thousand years ago to
welcome the Lord into the holy city. Our palm branches are blessed, for they
also welcome the Lord to this holy place. Though the people of Jerusalem had
no idea what the true nature of Jesus’ triumph would soon be, we do and so
we anticipate Jesus’ ultimate victory while recognizing the intense suffering
and profound grief that will accompany it. Let us raise our voices along with
our branches as we sing out as even the stones will, “Blessed is the king who
comes in the name of the Lord!”

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

We sing some of the saddest words in all of scripture in the psalm today: “My
God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” Isaiah resisted this despair as
he was struck and spat at, professing his confidence in God. Paul testifies that
Jesus was willing to empty himself, to humble himself, accepting even death
on a cross. In the Passion, we hear Jesus pray to the Father, “not my will but
yours.” May today’s readings reassure us that even in our worst despair God
will never truly abandon us.

Question of the Week

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

Who can I forgive with the Lord’s mercy this week?




Weekday Masses
Apr 14 - No Mass

Apr15- StPatrick - AndyRing.......... ...t 8:30 AM
Apr16- StColumbanus ...............ccciiiiiiiiainn... 6:00 PM
Apr 17 - Holy Thursday - Mass of the Lord’s Supper-......... 7:00 PM
Apr 18 - Good Friday - Stations of the Cross, Lord’s Passion,
Veneration of the Cross, Holy Communion....... 2:30 PM
Weekend Masses
Apr 19 - Easter Vigil - Mass for St. Patrick Parish ............ 8:00 PM
Apr 20 - Easter Sunday - Mass for St. Columbanus Parish . . .. 8:00 AM
Apr 20 - Easter Sunday - Mass for St. Patrick Parish ........ 10:00 AM

APRIL 17, 2025 - HOLY THURSDAY - 7:00 PM
Lector - Mary Fischer
Servers - Samantha Nye, Alexandra Nye , Grace Shively
EME -  Scott Brooks, Mary Ann Thomas, & Kari Kunze
APRIL 18, 2025 - GOOD FRIDAY - 3:00 PM
Lectors - David Mann, RaeShelle Jensen, Shannon Nye
Servers - Samantha Nye, Alexandra Nye , Grace Shively
EME -  Scott Brooks
APRIL 19, 2025 - EASTER VIGIL - 8:00 PM
Lector - RaeShelle Jensen, Shannon Nye, Mary Fischer
Servers - Samantha & Alexandra Nye
EME -  Scott Brooks, David Mann & Maureen Mann
APRIL 20, 2025 - EASTER SUNDAY - 10:00 AM
Lector - Katie Ausdemore
Servers - Emma Sweeney & Ali Leaders
EME - Roberta Morse, Liz Lyons, Geri Bjorling
APRIL 26, 2025 - 5:30 PM APRIL 27, 2025 - 9:30 AM

Lector - Travis Bolte Lector- Rita Heinen
Servers - None Servers - Emma Sweeney
Grace Shively
EME -  Scott Brooks EME-  Jody Cook
David Mann Rhea Gross
Maureen Mann Jenny Hall

MAY 3, 2025 - 5:30 PM
Lectors - Corey Hough
Servers - None

MAY 4, 2025 - 9:30 AM
Lectors - First Communion Students
Servers - Natalie Scriven
Charles Williams

EME -  Scott Brooks EME-  Scott Brooks

Mary Ann Thomas Shannon Nye

Bonnie Wredt Geri Bjorling

TITHE COUNTERS

Apr 13- Peggy Thielen Roberta Morse Sue Stenlund
Apr 20 - Kevin Nye Cecilia Powell Mark Pogge
Apr 27 - Diane Rodenburg Dani Baxter Roger Hall
May 4 - Anne Brummett Rita Heinen Jim Mahlberg

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Apr 13 - Norm Baker
Apr 20 - Carolyn McDermott
Apr 27 - Jeannie Disalvo
May 4 - Carolyn McDermott

Jennifer Fischer
Roberta Morse
Jennifer Fischer
Roberta Morse

BOOKMARK PROJECT: We'd like to thank the 7t and 8t grade classes for
starting the Bookmark Project for our new missalettes. We'd like to get them
installed before Easter, but we need some help getting the rest made. If you
are available, we will be meeting in the Faith Formation Building on Tuesday
morning at 9:30 to work on the project. Please bring your hot glue gun if you
have one. Breakfast will be provided.

Divine Mercy Sunday
Day of Mercy Program
Sunday, April 27, 2025
St. Patrick’s, Neola
2:00 - 3:30 p.m.

“Let us live this Jubilee intensely, begging the
Father to forgive our sins and to bathe us in
his merciful ‘indulgence.’” -Pope Francis

b JESUS || TRUST IN YOU

Calendar of Events:

Apr15-  Communal Penance, St. Patrick, 7:00 pm

Apr17-  Holy Thursday: 7:00 pm, our two parishes join together to
celebrate the Mass of the Lord's Supper with washing of feet
and Procession of the Eucharist followed by Exposition until
9:00 pm.

Apr18-  Good Friday: 3:00 pm, our two parishes join together to
celebrate the Lord's Passion: The Solemn Liturgical Service
with Veneration of the Cross and Holy Communion. Mass is
not celebrated on this day. (Collection for the Holy Land.) -
Stations of the Cross begins at 2:30 pm.

Apr19-  Holy Saturday: 8:00 pm, our two parishes join together to
celebrate the Easter Vigil Service with blessing of the new fire,
Baptismal water and the Easter Candle. (Rosary will begin at
7:15 pm)

Apr20-  Easter Sunday: (Note Mass times)

St Columbanus, 8:00 AM
St Patrick, 10:00 AM
No Faith Formation Sessions

Apr 21-25 - No Weekday Masses

Apr23-  Finance/Pastoral Council Meeting, St Columbanus, after Mass
First Reconciliation Rehearsal, 6:30 pm

Apr 27 - Celebration of First Reconciliation, 11:00 am
Divine Mercy Sunday Program, St Patrick, 2:00-3:30 pm
High School Celebration, 6:30 pm

Apr30-  First Communion Rehearsal, 7:00 pm

May 1-  First Thursday Reconciliation & Adoration, 6:30-7:30 pm

May 3-  First Saturday Mass, 8:30 am
Reconciliation, 4:30 to 5:15 pm

May4 -  Celebration of First Communion, 9:30 am

May 7-  Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm

May 10/11 - Catholic Charities Collection

May 11-  Mother's Day
Children’s Mass
Offering Report Last Week  Fiscal Year to Date
Sunday Envelopes $ 3,030.00 $ 88,694.00
Open Offering $ 117.00 $ 7,833.94
Children’s Offering $ 11.00 $ 820.11

Memorial Calendar
Apr 13 - First Day of Passover
Apr 15- Income Tax Day

MEMORIALS: If you'd like to make a donation (perhaps in memory of a loved
one) towards the cost of the Lilies that adorn our sanctuary during the Easter
season, please put your donation and the name(s) of the person in an
envelope and mark it “Lilies”. Drop the envelope in the collection basket or
deliver it to the parish office. Deadline is Sunday, April 13th.

HOLY THURSDAY: Thank you to the following individuals who have
volunteered to have their feet washed on Holy Thursday:

Brian Heinen Joseph Gerken Bea Williams Kari Kunze
Clay McGargill  Mariela McGargill ~ Dani Baxter Jan Craft
Jonette Fischer  Julie McDermott Adam McDermott  Fran Minear

GOOD FRIDAY:
¢ Reminder that Good Friday is a fast day for all Catholics ages 18-59,
which means 1 regular meal, 2 snacks not equal to a meal, and no meat.
o The church will be open beginning at 8:00 am for anyone that would like
to pray in church on Good Friday.
o Stations of the Cross will be at 2:30 pm, followed by Good Friday
Services at 3:00 pm

EASTER SUNDAY MASSES: Please note the time changes:
St. Columbanus Weston: 8:00 am & St. Patrick Neola: 10:00 am




oy oTs ComMissARIAT OF THE Hory LAND
/G I O Washington, DC

March 5, 2025

Most Reverend William M. Joensen
Diocese of Des Moines

601 Grand Ave

Des Moines, IA 50309-2501

Dear Most Reverend Joensen,
Excellency,

May the Lord give you his Peace.

I write to you with deep gratitude for the encouragement and support of last year’s Pontifical Good Friday Collection.
Your generous faithful allowed the Franciscan Friars in the Holy Land to continue their work of maintaining the
sacred shrines and providing hope to Christians in very challenging times.

This Jubilee Year is designated as a Year of Hope. Indeed, hope is a necessary virtue in a land marked by cycles
of violence and relative calm. Gaza itself has been reduced to rubble. Missiles have hit many other places as well.
People across the region are tasked with rebuilding homes, schools, hospitals, and even churches. Many of our
faithful earn their living from pilgrimages. Still repaying debts from the pandemic shutdown, they found themselves
soon assaulted by war. Now, already in debt, many have again lost jobs. Fear and despair have driven many Christians
to leave the Holy Land: over the past century, Christians have gone from 23% to less than 2% of the population. And
more than 90 Christian families have already left Bethlehem since October 7, having lost hope in a good future for
them in the land where Jesus and the Church were born.

Let us foster hope in our brothers and sisters who strive to remain in the land where the Son of God dwelled among
us. How could we allow the land where Jesus Christ walked and called people to follow him become a place without
a local Church?

As you know, each year the Holy Father asks every Catholic parish around the world to take up a Collection on
Good Friday to keep a Christian presence in the Holy Land. This year, help is needed more than ever. The Collection
supports the work of the Franciscans in the sacred shrines, ministers to the parishes, provides formation and education
in communities and schools, and cares for the basic needs of people in the Holy Land. During such a difficult time,
where we must rebuild not only buildings but so many broken lives, your promotion of this important collection is
essential.

Once again, we ask for your prayers and encouragement for the Christians of the Holy Land and for the Holy Father’s
Good Friday Collection. Our brothers and sisters in the Holy Land are counting on you and your parishes for help.

/ \

m
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THE WORLD
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Enclosed is information that further explains the good work of the Collection and how your diocese can participate.
If you would like additional materials or more information, please email GoodFriday@myfranciscan.com. We also
have digital resources on our website at www.myfranciscan.org/good-friday.

With your help, the Franciscans can continue to be a light of hope to those living in darkness in the Holy Land. Thank

you for encouraging your parishes to be generous.

May Christ continue to bless you abundantly in all the holy work that you do.

Gratefully yours in Christ,

o |

Fr. David Grenier, OFM, Commissary
Commissariat of the Holy Land, Washington, DC

St. Michael’s Pérish Hall, Harlan

View before/after Holy Week Masses
VATICAN INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION DESIGNED BY BLESSED CARLO ACUTIS
The free exhibit features 157 beautiful panels with graphic and
written depictions, highlighting some of the most powerful
Eucharistic Miracles of the world.
April 17 4-6:30 pm April 19 1:30-7:30 pm  April 26 10:30-4:30 pm

April 18 1:30-5:30 pm  April 20 10:30-1:30 pm  April 27 10:30-1:30 pm
April 21 1:30-7:30 pm

COMMISSARIAT OF THE HOLY LAND * 1400 QUINCY ST. N.E.* WASHINGTON, DC 20017

WWW.MYFRANCISCAN.ORG F25PGFO1

Blessed Carlo will be Canonized, St. Carlo, on April 27!

2025 Lent Pl"OiQCt: We will collect donations for St Benedict Church, Nyaje in the Archdiocese of Calabar Nigeria and

The Food Pantry through Easter Sunday.

e Monetary donations can be placed in the box on the donation table at the front of church marked: “2025 Lent Project” or mail
your donation directly to the parish office at P.0. Box 127, Neola IA 51559. Please make all checks payable to St. Patrick’s Church.
All monetary donations will be split evenly between the two organizations unless otherwise noted.

e Food donations can be placed on the donation table at the front of church. Needed items include cereal, soups, sugar, canned

fruit, tuna & chicken, but any donation is appreciated.

April Birthdays

Marcy Petersen
Allie Thomas
Brecken Ehlers
Chloe Ryba
Donnie Ring
Ella Wingert
Kara Wingert
Beau Jacobsen
Liz Redinbaugh
Nicholas Ravlin
Charlie Brummett
Jamie Ryba
Maysen Lausen
Gina Huebner
Rebecca Masker
Lucas Thomas
Mary Dargin
Katie Patten

O 0O UTUTUTL A BB WWWWNN R,

Kim McDonald
Grace Konz

Jenny Hall

Pat Sweeney
Bodie Harman
Cole Pauley

David Fischer
Jerry Zimmerman
Noah Wollenhaupt
Sara Biel

Cliff Shudak

Krue Pape

Kypson Pape
Renee Williams
Ronan Tigges
Dennis Ausdemore
Frank Kohel

Jace Murphy

Ann Taylor

David Minahan

9

10
10
10
11
11
11
11
11
11
13
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
16
16

Landry Baxter 16 Carson Cochran 25
Terri Schnitker 16 Jerzie Payne 25
Teresa Hoffman 17 Ben Fischer 26
Alex Stunkard 18 Matthew Vermeersch 26
Carolyn McDermott 18 Ashley Reid 27
Cristy Daniel 18 Madison Wood 27
Julie McDermott 18 Gracelyn Goeser 28
Sue Welbourne 18 Margie Petersen 28
Ashley Leonard 19 Morgan Lockman 28
Austin Heinen 19 Jim Masker 29
Kim Esser 19 -

Anna Goeser 20 -Apl'll .
Kathy Graeve 20 Anniversaries
Katie Ausdemore 20 Eric & Brittany Busch 2
Sandra Olofson 20 Ken & Kim McDonald 6
Kathleen Kramer 22 Steve & Dee Dollen 6
Ainsley Huebner 23 Kevin & Pam Ring 17
Dani Michels 23 Pete & Nikki Scriven 30
Charlee Glime 24 *Please contact the parish office
Rylie Ausdemore 24

if we missed anyone.

We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a
registration form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Julius for an appointment.

For information about Baptism, Sacrament of the Sick, Pastoral Visitations, Reconciliation, RCIA, Marriage, Adoration, or the Prayer
Chain, please visit our website at https://stpatricksneola.com/ or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750.




Phoenix House

Domestic Violence
Shelter

712-256-2059

HOY | Kl LNOSKI

UNERAL CREMATORY

b1l

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director

mike@hoyfuneral.com
Phone 712.256.9988
www.hoyfuneral.com

1221 N 16th St
Co Bluffs IA 51501

Joe Turner

CCA. TSP. NAICC. IICCA

. &

GIS Soil Sampling : Crop Scouting : Manure & Nutrient
Management Plans : Yield Monitor Sales & Service : GPS
Mapping : Agronomic Recommendations : Crop Insuance

Turner's Ag Consulting Co.

301 Front St
PO Box 301
Neola la 51559

Phone 713-310-0633
Fax 712-485-2052

mm Sales & Service

SUkup

Grain Bins, Buildings, Electrical & Concrete Work
712-485-2677 7este, ue 800-377-1685

New York Life Ins. Co. -
Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance,
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs

*Registered Representative offering securities
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency.
Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC®
Phone: 402-496-6446

e In Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm
= *Certain Annuities issued by New York
T Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation

MIDSTATES

Neola Minden
300 Front St 301 Broadway St
712-485-2245  712-483-2611

FDic

uﬂder
FRED ROD!NBURG

Rodenburgconstruction@yahoo.com

614 5th street

Neola lowa 51559

NBRIGH GROTE
w:a_

Brich-GroteAuction.com
Rick (402) 690-4620 » Dean (402) 618-4384
Live Auction * On-Line Auction
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding

| Bonkosbility »oRE 0PTIONS. HORE SERWCE, MORE YA LUIKG,

¢ % J.Joseph Narmi

Attorney at Law

712-323-8000

jnarmi@iabar.org
www.NarmiLaw.com

\ 1 v ’11 SAINT ALBERT
' / WE ARE YOUR
§ § Cut er- O Nel . CATHOLIC SCHOOLS PARISH SCHOOL!
JPC AND SONS N\ MEYER-WOODRING . e 6 ook
Funeral Home & Crematory 400 Gleason Ave serving 'j'_i“,,e'm M
/  CONSTRUCTION S g
Web: www.saintalbertschools.org

/ JASONCOOK  402-510-2599 712-322-7779 _.
’ / NEO‘A, IA 545 WI"OW AVe Twitter: @StAlbertSchools S—alnt ‘A'lbert
/ Council Bluffs 1A 51503 e o st ; Crmoricwons
PULVERENTE Catholic Charities

MONUMENT CoO.

Personal Service * No Pressure Sales

MONUM&NTS

RYAN OR KIMBERLY NORTON
(402) 341-2452
pulverentemonument@hotmail.com
www.pulverentemonument.com

1439 South 13th Street ® Omaha, Nebraska 68108

®

WESTERN IOWA WIRELESS

Affordable high speed wireless internet

712-485-7200 www.wiaw.net

Neola, Ia 51559

105 3rd Street

YUFS)

Chemicals - Propane

David Kramer

PH:(712)566-2191 26530 Idlewood Road
www.ufslic.net McClelland, IA 51548

Council Bluffs, IA
Marriage, Family and
Pregnancy Counseling

712-328-3086
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org

Ben & Katie Ausdemore
402-639-9072 402-639-8980

AusCorp..

Helping You Protect & Grow

Pioneer Seed - Crop Insurance

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC
Daniel P. Fischer

Attorney at Law

daniel@kohorstlaw.com
Phone: (712) 755-3156 | Fax: (712) 755-7404
602 Market Street, Suite 101, Hatlan, IA 51537

~KELLY'S

CARPET & FURNITURE

COUNCIL BLUFFS * LINCOLN
(712) 328-2424
Deann@kellyscarpet.com

HURD CONSTRUCTION
JOHN & DEB HURD

SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK
21596 225th St
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
Home: 712-566-2475
Cell: 402-680-8578

Independent Travel Agent

® 402.915.1777
% awayawaits@gmail.com
& www.awayawaits.com

€) www.facebook.com/awayawaits

€0 PRIMROSE.

RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES

DANIELLE DOEBELIN
Sales Director
Office (712) 352-1111 - Cell (402) 618-2059

5-sd@primroseretirement.com

1801 East Kanesville Blvd., Council Bluffs, IA 51503 «

www.PrimroseRetirement.com (&}

Fax (712) 352-0145

E
EE

712-363-7522
bertelsenbeef@outlook.com
bertelsenbeef.com

Good Quality Handmade
Items For Sale

. Receiving Blankets
. Burp Clothes

. Dog Ropes
. Dog Blankets

Fary Long
712-245-5441 (call or tevt)




The day of Jesus' Last Supper and the first Mass! Jesus gives us his New
Commandment: “Love one another as | have loved you.” The is the night Jesus prays
sorrowfully in the Garden of Olives and then is arrested.

o Go to Mass as a family (special parts to watch for:
the Gloria with bells, the washing of feet, the
transfer of the Eucharist from the altar/tabernacle
to an altar of repose.}

« If you are unable to go to Mass (it is not a holy day
of obligation), make a spiritual communion or pay
a visit to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament at
church - during the day or during the evening
adoration at the altar of repose.

o Write specific ways of loving those in your
household, neighborhood, or extended family on
slips of paper. Draw them out during the day and
do them.

« Today we also celebrate the beginning of the
priesthood. Write a thank you note to your parish
priest(s) thanking him for his service, example, and
love for God.

o Wash each other’s feet - while meditating on
Jesus’ self-giving to his friends, to you, and his call
to serve others.

« Bake a loaf of bread while talking about &
reflecting on its place in the Passover and Jesus
being our Bread of Life in the Eucharist. Share in
the one loaf together at dinner, or save it for
Easter.

« Have a special dinner with candlelight and china,
remembering the Lord’s Last Supper.

o During grace before dinner, pray or sing the
Gloria. Maybe even ring some bells while you're
doing it. This joyful prayer of praise is omitted
during Lenten liturgies, but is sung with gusto at
the solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper.

s Setup an altar of repose. Use houseplants,
flowers, candles, linens, and a favorite image of
Jesus. Take turns “watching” with Jesus,
accompanying him during his agony in the garden.

¢ Read a Gospel account of the Holy Thursday
events in the life of Jesus.

GOOD FRIDAY

The day Jesus is put on trial, scourged, crowned with thorns, sentenced to death, made to
carry his cross, is crucified and dies - all for love of us.

« Attend the Good Friday liturgy as a family.
(Special parts to watch for: altar stripped of all
décor & tabernacle empty, silent entrance and
prostration by ministers, minimal music,
veneration of the cross, extended petitions,
Communion—but not the prayers of consecration,
everyone encouraged to leave in silence).

« Inaddition to fasting from food, try fasting from:
TV, music, social media and all unnecessary use of
digital devices to maintain a spirit of silent
reflection throughout this solemn day.

« Do agood examination of conscience and an act
of contrition. Consider quietly reflecting on how
you've hurt each other, as family members.
“Confess"” these to one another - seeking, giving,
and receiving forgiveness.

« Take turns venerating a cross, even lying
prostrate before one {like the priests/deacons do
at the start of the Good Friday liturgy.) Sing “Were
You There” or listen to an appropriate song.

« Pray the Stations of the Cross. Have your kids
color the Stations and post them throughout the
house. Process with candles or a crucifix.

TONE FOR OUR DAY:

« The Good Friday liturgy includes extensive
prayers of petition. Write your own petitions and

pray them together. Sorrow for our own sins that

« Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 3:00 p.m., caused Jesus' suffering

the hour Jesus died. )
Sadness, gratitude and love as

we remember all that Jesus went
through

« Read the account of the Passion in the Gospel of
John, chapters 18-19.

« Construct and place a cross in your front yard to

witness to your neighbors and passers-by. A certain silent, serious

. : reverence and reflection
« Have a simple, meatless soup supper, sharing: a
favorite Station of the Cross, “dying’s and rising's”
in your own life, or insights from your Lent.




HOLY SATURDAY

The day Jesus was in the tomb, dead. His friends locked themselves away, grieving and
fearful of what might happen next.

TONE FOR OUR DAY: « Observe a certain silence, reflectively waiting

with Mary, while you prepare your home for
5 3 . i I Easter - cleaning, getting decorations and eggs
This is a day of waiting - with ready, name cards for the Easter dinner table, etc.

the apostles and especially with
the Blessed Mother, Mary.

o Pray the rosary
o Bake Resurrection Rolls

Ne are arateful for what J
We are grateful for what Jesus « Attend the Easter Vigil. It is a beautiful, richly

has done, still a little serious, symbolic, truly powerful liturgy. It tends to be long
but we know the rest of the and late, so if impractical for little ones in the
?fO.?")’ and are looking forward E:;r:lzlayg,tg?./be one parent {and the older siblings)
toIt.

« Pray an Easter vigil at home as a family. If it isn’t
- ' possible to attend a local Easter Vigil, considering
Soon and very soon Jesus will incorporating elements of the vigil into your
rise! family’s prayer for the evening.

« In darkness, light a candle (possibly your
family’s baptism candles) and share the
flame from candle to candle. Pray and
respond: “Christ, our Light. Thanks be to
God.”

« Read stories of Salvation History by
candlelight (using the Vigil readings or
children’s Bible books for kids).

« Pray or sing the Gloria with bells & turn on
the lights!

« Bless yourselves with Holy Water and
process around, blessing your house.

« Renew your baptismal promises
« Sing along to your favorite “Alleluia” song!

o Read the Easter Gospel story

EASTER SUNDAY

The day Jesus rose from the dead! “This is the day the Lord has made. Let us be glad and rejoice
init"

» Go to Easter Sunday Mass and invite someone to
go with you. (Special parts to watch for: the return
of joyful “Alleluia’s,” sprinkling with holy water, a
prayer before the Gospel called the Sequence, and
the renewal of Baptismal promises.)

« Fill a small bottle with the blessed Easter water at
church, to draw from for blessings at home.

o Dress up! The tradition of Easter clothes reminds
us that we are a new creation. We have put on
Christ.

« Have an Easter egg hunt (out in the yard if
possible), recalling the women searching in the
garden for Jesus who was no longer in the tomb.

« Have a special meal in the formal dining room
with linens, china, candles, flowers - make it truly
a feast.

« Make a playlist of Easter- Alleluia songs to listen
to throughout the day.

» Read the Easter story - there are various
accounts at the end of all four Gospels!

« If you placed a cross in your yard on Friday, find a 3
way to witness to the Resurrection - drape it in a TON E FOR OU R DAY°
white cloth, add flowers, or the words “He is
Risen.” Invite your neighbors to contribute! Completely joyful and h appy!

« As you encounter family members throughout the
day, say and respond: “Christ is risen. He is indeed
risen!”

Jesus has won. He is with us!

He has opened heaven for us!

« Take a few minutes of silence simply seeking to
encounter the risen Christ in prayer and inviting
him into your heart - with all of the power, peace,
joy, and love that he brings.

Allelin! Affelin!




CATHOLIC ,/.
ASCHOOL

EDUCATION
FOR EVERYONE

In 2023 Governor Reynolds passed the Student First

Act, which provides lowa families the opportunity to
choose a religious school education at little to no
cost!

Eligible families can apply for the Educational

Savings Accounts award, making Saint Albert
Catholic more affordable than ever!

The application opens on April 16th and
takes less than 10 minutes to complete!

INTERESTED IN OUR
WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE ENROLLMENT PROCESS?
2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR? Contact our Director of
Enroliment, Sara Dew, at
All K-12 students dews@saintalbertschools.org
residing in lowa!
VI Siares
Application Dates: .

April 16th - June 30th

www.saintalbertschools.org
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