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  MASS TIMES: 
  Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule 
  Saturday Evening:  5:30 PM (April to September) 
 4:00 PM (October to March) 
  Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM 
  Holidays: As announced in the bulletin 
  Reconciliation: First Saturday evening before Mass 
 

           
ST. COLUMBANUS 
   CATHOLIC CHURCH 
          Weston, IA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  St. Columbanus Catholic Church 
 22720 Weston Ave 
 Underwood, IA 51576-3920 
 Served from Neola 
 
  MASS TIMES: 
  Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM  
  Holidays: As announced in the bulletin 
  Reconciliation by appointment 

March 29/30, 2025 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
READING I  Joshua 5:9a, 10-12 

PSALM 34: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.  
READING II  2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

GOSPEL  Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
 

April 5/6, 2025 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
READING I  Isaiah 43:16-21 

PSALM 126: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 
READING II  Philippians 3:8-14 

GOSPEL  John 8:1-11 

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Three and a half weeks into this forty-day journey through Lent, we may have 
become lost. Perhaps we have returned to our normal habits, chafing under 
the disciplines of fasting, prayer, and almsgiving. Perhaps we’ve slipped and 
found ourselves rationalizing our failures. The story of the prodigal son, 
which we hear today, reminds us that no matter what we have done or failed 
to do, God stands always ready to welcome us back. No matter how far we 
have strayed, rejoice! for we are never too far gone to return to God. 

Question of the Week 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

How can I be merciful like the father in this parable? What resentments do I 
need to overcome? Can I be truly forging to someone who has hurt me or 
those I love? 

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

On the plains of Jericho, the Chosen People finally reach a fertile land that 
can produce food for them to eat. Paule extols God’s goodness, for God     
reconciled the world through Christ. In the Gospel story of the prodigal son, 
the father is so overjoyed at his wayward son’s return that he throws a huge 
feast, serving the choicest food and insisting his son wear the household’s   
finest clothes. From beginning to end, we can, as we sing in the responsorial 
psalm, “Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.” 
 
Food is one of the most basic human needs. We would not last long without 
it. In the desert, lack of it drove some to rage and others to despair. Only after 
God provided manna were the Chosen People able to complete their journey 
to the promised land. There, as we hear in the first reading, they can eat of the 
produce of the land of Canaan. Whether directly or indirectly, God’s       
providence supplies a famished people with food. In sacrificing his body and 
blood, Jesus provides a spiritually famished people with sustenance.  



Calendar of Events: 
April 2 - Stations of the Cross, St Columbanus, 5:30 pm,  
  followed by Mass 
 First Reconciliation/Eucharist Class, 6:30 pm 
April 3 - First Thursday Reconciliation & Adoration, 6:30-7:30 pm 
April 4 - Stations of the Cross, St Patrick, 5:00 pm 
 Fish Fry, 5-7 pm 
April 5 - First Saturday Mass, 8:30 am 
 Reconciliation, 4:30-5:15 pm 
 Saturday Mass changes to 5:30 pm for the summer 
April 6 - Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am 
April 8 - Pastoral Council Meeting, 7:00 pm 
April 9 - Communal Penance, St Columbanus, 5:00 pm,  
  followed by Mass 
 Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm 
April 10 - Finance Council Meeting, 6:00 pm 
April 11 - Scholarship Applications due by 3:00 pm 
 Stations of the Cross, St Patrick, 5:00 pm 
 Fish Fry, 5-7 pm 
 Chrism Mass, St Patrick CB, 5:00 pm 
April 13 - Palm Sunday Masses (Note Mass times): 
  St Columbanus, 8:00 AM 
  St Patrick, 10:00 AM 
 No Faith Formation Sessions 
Apr 15 - Communal Penance, St. Patrick, 7:00 pm 
Apr 17 - Holy Thursday: 7:00 pm, our two parishes join together to 

celebrate the Mass of the Lord's Supper with washing of feet 
and Procession of the Eucharist followed by Exposition until 
9:00 pm. 

Apr 18 - Good Friday: 3:00 pm, our two parishes join together to    
celebrate the Lord's Passion: The Solemn Liturgical Service 
with Veneration of the Cross and Holy Communion. Mass is 
not celebrated on this day. (Collection for the Holy Land.) - 
Stations of the Cross begins at 2:30 pm. 

 Apr 19 - Holy Saturday: 8:00 pm, our two parishes join together to 
celebrate the Easter Vigil Service with blessing of the new fire, 
Baptismal water and the Easter Candle.  

Apr 20 - Easter Sunday: (Note Mass times) 
  St Columbanus, 8:00 AM 
  St Patrick, 10:00 AM 
 No Faith Formation Sessions 
Apr 21-25 - No Weekday Masses 
Apr 23 - First Reconciliation Rehearsal, 6:30 pm 
Apr 27 - Celebration of First Reconciliation, 11:00 am 
 Divine Mercy Sunday Program, St Patrick, 2:00-3:30 pm 
 High School Celebration, 6:30 pm 
Apr 30 - First Communion Rehearsal, 7:00 pm 

—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
Offering Report        Last	Week								Fiscal	Year	to	Date 
   Sunday Envelopes $ 1,880.00 $ 83,349.00 
   Open Offering  $ 97.00 $ 7,589.94 
   Children’s Offering $ 26.00 $ 792.11 
—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
Memorial Calendar 
 Mar 30 - Laetare Sunday 
  Ramadan ends 
 Apr 1 - April Fools’ Day 
 Apr 2 - Memorial of St. Francis of Paola 
 Apr 4 - Memorial of St. Isidore 
 Apr 5 - Memorial of St. Vincent Ferrer 
—————————————–————————————————–-———— 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY - Day of Mercy Program 
Sunday, April 27, 2025 - 2:00 to 3:30 pm 

St Patrick Church, Neola 

Weekday Masses 
  Mar 31 - No Mass 
  Apr 1 - St Patrick - Martha Denning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM 
  Apr 2 - St Columbanus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 PM 
  Apr 3 - No Mass 
  Apr 4 - No Mass 
 

Weekend Masses 
  Apr 5 - St. Patrick - Jean E. Fischer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM 
  Apr 5 - St. Patrick - Joe & Norman Wellman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:30 PM 
  Apr 6 - St. Columbanus - Lolita Sanchez  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8:00 AM 
  Apr 6 - St. Patrick - Eileen Denning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 AM 
——————————————————————————————————- 

APRIL 5, 2025 - 5:30 PM APRIL 6, 2025 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Travis Bolte Lector -  Rhea Gross 
   Servers - None  Servers -  Vivian Gross 
   Charles Williams 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Shannon Nye 
 Eric Busch  Roberta Morse 
 Brittany Busch  Liz Lyons 
 

APRIL 12, 2025 - 5:30 PM APRIL 13, 2025 - 9:30 AM 
   Lectors - Rhea Gross Lectors - Corey Hough 
 Ashley Lopez  2 More Volunteers Needed 
 1 More Volunteer Needed   
   Servers - Vivian & Case Gross Servers -  2 Volunteers Needed 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Scott Brooks 
 2 More Volunteers Needed  2 More Volunteers Needed 
 

APRIL 17, 2025 - HOLY THURSDAY - 7:00 PM 
   Lector - Mary Fisher 
   Servers -  Samantha Nye - 2 More Volunteers Needed 
   EME - Scott Brooks, Mary Ann Thomas, & Kari Kunze 
 

APRIL 18, 2025 - GOOD FRIDAY - 3:00 PM 
   Lectors - David Mann, Stacie Denning - 1 More Volunteer Needed 
   Servers -  3 Volunteers Needed 
   EME - Scott Brooks 
 

APRIL 19, 2025 - EASTER VIGIL - 8:00 PM 
   Lector - RaeShelle Jensen - 3 More Volunteers Needed 
   Servers -  2 Volunteers Needed 
   EME - Scott Brooks, David Mann & Maureen Mann 
 

APRIL 20, 2025 - EASTER SUNDAY - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Katie Ausdemore 
   Servers -  Emma Sweeney - 1 More Volunteer Needed 
   EME - Roberta Morse & Liz Lyons - 1 More Volunteer Needed 
 

TITHE COUNTERS   
   Mar 30 - Cecilia Powell Anne Brummett Roger Hall 
   Apr 6 - Diane Rodenburg Rita Heinen Jim Mahlberg 
   Apr 13 - Peggy Thielen Roberta Morse Sue Stenlund 
   Apr 20 - Kevin Nye Cecilia Powell Mark Pogge 
 

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS      
   Mar 30 - Stacie Denning Jeannie Disalvo 
   Apr 6 - Carolyn McDermott Roberta Morse 
   Apr 13 - Norm Baker Jennifer Fischer 
   Apr 20 - Stacie Denning Roberta Morse 

LAST FISH FRY: We will be doing a Free Will Offering for our last Fish Fry on 
Friday, April 11. We hope this will help large families to be able to come out 
and enjoy a wonderful dinner without breaking the bank. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTION: This week we take up The 
Catholic Relief Services Collection to reveal Christ’s love to our brothers and 
sisters in need. This collection makes grants to six Catholic agencies that   
provide relief and support for struggling communities and work for peace and 
reconciliation among our marginalized brothers and sisters, both here and 
around the world. Please prayerfully consider how you can support the      
collection. Learn more about the collection at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 



We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a    
registration form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Julius for an appointment. 
 

For information about Baptism, Sacrament of the Sick, Pastoral Visitations, Reconciliation, RCIA, Marriage, Adoration, or the Prayer 
Chain, please visit our website at https://stpatricksneola.com/ or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750. 

 April	Birthdays	
 

Marcy Petersen 1 
Allie Thomas 2 
Brecken Ehlers 2 
Chloe Ryba 3 
Donnie Ring 3 
Ella Wingert 3 
Kara Wingert 3 
Beau Jacobsen 4 
Liz Redinbaugh 4 
Nicholas Ravlin 4 
Charlie Brummett 5 
Jamie Ryba 5 
Maysen Lausen 5 
Gina Huebner 6 
Rebecca Masker 7 
Lucas Thomas 8 
Mary Dargin 8 
Katie Patten 9 

Kim McDonald 9 
Grace Konz 10 
Jenny Hall 10 
Pat Sweeney 10 
Bodie Harman 11 
Cole Pauley 11 
David Fischer 11 
Jerry Zimmerman 11 
Noah Wollenhaupt 11 
Sara Biel 11 
Cliff  Shudak 13 
Krue Pape 13 
Kypson Pape 13 
Renee Williams 13 
Ronan Tigges 13 
Dennis Ausdemore 14 
Frank Kohel 14 
Jace Murphy 14 
Ann Taylor 16 
David Minahan 16 

Landry Baxter 16 
Terri Schnitker 16 
Teresa Hoffman 17 
Alex Stunkard 18 
Carolyn McDermott 18 
Cristy Daniel 18 
Julie McDermott 18 
Sue Welbourne 18 
Ashley Leonard 19 
Austin Heinen 19 
Kim Esser 19 
Anna Goeser 20 
Kathy Graeve 20 
Katie Ausdemore 20 
Sandra Olofson 20 
Kathleen Kramer 22 
Ainsley Huebner 23 
Dani Michels 23 
Charlee Glime 24 
Rylie Ausdemore 24 

Carson Cochran 25 
Jerzie Payne 25 
Ben Fischer 26 
Matthew Vermeersch 26 
Ashley Reid 27 
Madison Wood 27 
Gracelyn Goeser 28 
Margie Petersen 28 
Morgan Lockman 28 
Jim Masker 29 

 

April	
Anniversaries	

	

Eric & Brittany Busch 2 
Ken & Kim McDonald 6 
Steve & Dee Dollen 6 
Kevin & Pam Ring 17 
Pete & Nikki Scriven 30 
 

*Please contact the parish of ice  
if we missed anyone. 

  

ST. PATRICK SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION: St. Patrick Catholic Church 
of Neola, IA scholarship application is now available. Applicants will need to 
pick up and fill out two forms. Application and Sacrament information sheet 
must be obtained in person, by the applicant only, from only Father Julius. 
Forms are not available online and will not be mailed nor emailed out. Forms 
must be submitted in person, by the applicant only, to only Father Julius. 
Mailed, emailed, scanned or faxed forms will not be accepted. Forms must 
be submitted before 3:00 pm CST on April 11, 2025. This scholarship is not     
associated with any other scholarships.  

 



 

Phoenix House 
 

Domestic Violence  
Shelter 

 

712-256-2059 

  
 

  
 

 

  

 

 

712-322-7779 
545 Willow Ave 

Council Bluffs IA 51503 

 

 

 

HURD CONSTRUCTION 
JOHN & DEB HURD 

 

SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE 
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK 

 

21596 225th St 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

Home: 712-566-2475 
Cell: 402-680-8578 

 
 

 
 

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC 
 

Daniel P. Fischer 
 Attorney at Law 

 

daniel@kohorstlaw.com  

Phone: (712) 755-3156 │ Fax: (712) 755-7404 

602 Market Street, Suite 101, Harlan, IA 51537 

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director 

mike@hoyfuneral.com 
 Phone 712.256.9988  
www.hoyfuneral.com 

1221 N 16th St 
Co Bluffs IA 51501 

Catholic Charities  
Council Bluffs, IA 

Marriage, Family and  
Pregnancy Counseling  

712-328-3086 
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org 

New York Life Ins. Co. - 
Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance, 
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs 
 

*Registered Representative offering securities 
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member 
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency. 
 

Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC® 
Phone: 402-496-6446 

 

In Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm 
*Certain Annuities issued by New York 
Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation  

 
 
 
 

 
(712) 328-2424 

Deann@kellyscarpet.com  

Brich-GroteAuction.com 
Rick (402) 690-4620 • Dean (402) 618-4384 

Live Auction   •   On-Line Auction 
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding 



MEMORIALS: If you’d like to make a donation (perhaps in memory of a loved 
one) towards the cost of the Lilies that adorn our sanctuary during the Easter 
season, please put your donation and the name(s) of the person in 
an envelope and mark it “Lilies”. Drop the envelope in the         
collection basket or deliver it to the parish office. Deadline is    
Sunday, April 13th. 
——————————————————————————————————————————— 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS will be held every Wednesday evening at 5:30 
pm at St Columbanus Weston and every Friday evening at 5:00 pm at St    
Patrick Neola. We thank everyone that has signed up to lead the Stations this 
year. Here is the schedule for St Patrick Neola: 
 April 4 - Wulff Family 
 April 11 - Norm Baker & Grace Shively 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 
CHRISM MASS: Bishop William Joensen will bless oils and Sacred Chrism at 
the Chrism Mass at 5:00 pm on Friday, April 11 at St. Patrick in Council Bluffs. 
Everyone is invited to this special Mass. The oil and Chrism will be used for 
sacraments throughout the Diocese in the coming year.  
——————————————————————————————————————————— 
COMMUNAL PENANCE NIGHTS: 
 St. Columbanus - April 9 - 5:00 pm 
 St. Patrick - April 15 - 7:00 pm - 2 priests will be available 

PALM SUNDAY MASSES: All Palm Sunday Masses will begin in the Parish 
Hall. Please note the time change for the Sunday Masses: 
 St. Columbanus Weston: 8:00 am 
 St. Patrick Neola: 10:00 am 
———————————————————————————————————————————– 
HOLY THURSDAY: The following individuals have volunteered to have their 
feet washed on Holy Thursday: 
 Brian Heinen Joseph Gerken Bea Williams Kari Kunze
 Clay McGargill Mariela McGargill Dani Baxter Jan Craft
 Jonette Fischer Julie McDermott Adam McDermott Fran Minear 
———————————————————————————————————————————– 
GOOD FRIDAY:  
 Reminder that Good Friday is a fast day for all Catholics ages 18-59, 

which means 1 regular meal, 2 snacks not equal to a meal, and no meat.  
 The church will be open beginning at 8:00 am for anyone that would like to 

pray in church on Good Friday. 
 Stations of the Cross will be at 2:30 pm, followed by Good Friday Services 

at 3:00 pm 
———————————————————————————————————————————– 
EASTER SUNDAY MASSES: Please note the time changes: 
 St. Columbanus Weston: 8:00 am 
 St. Patrick Neola: 10:00 am 

	 

FISH	FRY	CIRCLE	SCHEDULE:	
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Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.                                                                                     April 2025

In ancient Israel, priests and kings 
were anointed with oil as a sign that 
they were set apart for a sacred mission. 
In baptism, we too were anointed, 
marking us as belonging to Christ and 
sharing in His threefold office as priest, 
prophet, and king. As we approach 
our new life at Easter, we can take our 
proper place in His kingdom:

Priest
A priest serves as a bridge between 

God and humanity, offering sacrifices 
and interceding for others. We embrace 
our baptismal priesthood when we 
pray for others, make sacrifices on their 
behalf, and fully participate in the Mass 
with devotion and joy.

Prophet
A prophet is God’s messenger, 

speaking the truth and calling people 
to conversion. A prophet’s words have 
power because they flow from a holy 
life. We share in Christ’s prophetic 
mission by living out our faith, teaching 

Anointed for a Mission 
Living as Priest, Prophet, and King

Veneration of the Cross is a devotion, 
traditionally observed during the Good 
Friday liturgy. The Church invites the 
faithful to bow, kneel, or in some other 
way venerate the image of the crucified 
Christ. 

While physically kissing a statue may 
seem unusual, the act is not about the 

object itself but about honoring the 
One it represents. Much like observing 
a moment of silence before a war 
memorial, we pause to remember and 
revere the greatest act of love. In this 
gesture, we express sorrow for sin, love 
for Christ, and gratitude for His saving 
victory.

One Minute 
Meditations

St. Catherine of Siena 
Born in 1347, St. Catherine began 

having divine visions as a young 
girl, and after much resistance from 
her family, she became a member 
of the Third Order of St. Dominic. 
She lived a life of solitude, prayer, 
poverty, mortification, and acts of 
charity. Her reputation for holiness 
spread and people began seeking her 
advice, especially to resolve political 
feuds peacefully. She is a Doctor of 
the Church for her works of doctrine 
and spiritual inspiration. 

“Silent Saturday” 
On Holy Saturday, also called 

“Silent Saturday,” we recall Mary’s 
silent waiting for Jesus’ Resurrection. 
Waiting is part of God’s plan, and 
He uses that time to heal and 
prepare our hearts for the next 
stage. Thank God for the seasons of 
waiting, as you prepare your heart 
and home to celebrate the joy of 
Easter Sunday. 

Celebrate Mercy
Divine Mercy Sunday, established 

by Pope St. John Paul II in 2000, 
fulfills Jesus’ request to St. Faustina 
Kowalska in the 1930s, calling the 
world to trust in His infinite mercy. 
It is celebrated on April 27 this year.

“If I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you  
may be also” (John 14:3). 
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others about God’s love, and spreading 
the Gospel.

King
A true king protects, leads, and serves 

as a model of virtue. We fulfill our royal 
calling when we guide and educate 
others in the faith, resist sin, and strive 
to lead others to Christ. We are servant 
leaders when we build up the Church, 
defend what is right, and help others on 
their path to salvation.

By fully living our faith, actively 
participating in the Church, and 
embracing the Sacraments, we do more 
than follow Christ—we become His 
hands and voice in the world. This is 
our calling and our mission.

“But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, that you may declare the 
wonderful deeds of him who called 
you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light” (1 Peter 2:9).

Why do Catholics 
venerate the Cross on 
Good Friday?

Rev. Julius Itamid, Administrator
St. Patrick's Church, Neola and St. Columbanus Church, Weston



  from
       criptureS

The two Resurrection appearances of 
Jesus to His disciples in this passage 
highlight God’s merciful love. The 
first appearance was on Easter Sunday. 
He could have abandoned them, just 
as they had abandoned Him in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, but He didn’t. 
Instead, Jesus appeared to them and 
gave them His peace, His Spirit, and the 
power to forgive sins in His name.

The second visit was for St. 
“Doubting” Thomas, who wasn’t there 
the first time. He refused to believe 
that Jesus was really risen, despite 
the evidence of several eyewitnesses. 

He demanded physical proof. Jesus 
appeared in the Upper Room and 
invited him to touch Him. St. Thomas, 
moved to faith, cried out, “My Lord and 
my God!” (John 20:28). 

This passage reminds us we can 
always bring our doubts, fears, 
and need for forgiveness to God, 
especially on this Sunday — Divine 
Mercy Sunday. To the disciples who 
abandoned Him, Jesus extended His 
peace and forgiveness. For St. Thomas 
who had been struggling with doubt, 
Jesus came in person to strengthen his 
faith. “Jesus, I trust in You!”  

Feasts & 
Celebrations

On Holy Thursday night, Jesus went to the Mount of Olives 
to pray. In His anguish, He turned to His disciples and asked, 
“And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and 
he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour?” 
(Matthew 26:40). Yet, they slept.

That same night, Jesus instituted the Eucharist, ensuring His 
presence would remain with us always. This Holy Thursday, 
set aside an hour to stay with Him.

Enter the Garden: Meditate on Matthew 26:36-46 or Luke 
22:39-46. Listen to Jesus’ prayer of surrender: “Thy will be 

done” (Matthew 26:42). Make it your own, trusting that God 
will bring all things to fulfillment in His perfect way.

Make a spiritual Communion: St. Thomas Aquinas 
described this as a prayer of longing for the Eucharist when 
receiving it physically isn’t possible. Though it cannot replace 
the Mass, it is deeply pleasing to God and nourishes the soul.

Simply be present: Prayer is not about many words or 
devotions but about being with Him. This Holy Thursday, 
offer Jesus your silent presence—attentive, open, and 
watchful—for He is always present to you.
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Keep watch with Jesus
A Holy Thursday invitation

April 13 – Palm Sunday. On Palm 
Sunday of the Lord’s Passion, we recall 
Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, 
when He was greeted by crowds waving 
palms and cheering, “Hosanna to the 
Son of David!” (Matthew 21:9). This 
Sunday marks the beginning of Holy 
Week. 

April 16 – St. Joseph Benedict 
Labré (1783). Nicknamed “the poor 
man of the Forty Hours (Eucharistic) 
devotion,” St. Benedict lived most of his 
life as a poor pilgrim. When he wasn’t 
in church, he lived on the streets, in 
poverty and absorbed in prayer. 

April 25 – St. Mark the Evangelist 

(First Century). St. Mark wrote the 
second Gospel based on St. Peter’s 
perspective and accompanied Saints 
Paul and Barnabas on their missionary 
journey in Cyprus. He is credited with 
founding the Church of Alexandria. 

April 27 – Divine Mercy Sunday. 
Jesus promised St. Faustina that 
those who receive the Sacrament of 
Confession and the Eucharist on this 
day will receive complete forgiveness 
of sins and punishment—a grace akin 
to baptism. This extraordinary gift 
highlights God’s desire to wipe away 
our past and renew us in His love. 

April 28 – St. Louis de Montfort 
(1716). A French priest with a passion 
for preaching the Gospel, St. Louis 
had a special devotion to the Blessed 
Mother, and his True Devotion to Mary 
is widely popular today. 

God calls all of us to greater holiness, 
deeper intimacy with Him and greater 
charity for others. If you feel God 
is calling you, consider the “roots and 
fruits” more carefully before 
responding. 

While the Holy Spirit often works 
through our “holy imagination,” not 
everything that pops into our heads 
is from Him. God will never tell us to 
sin or contradict Church teachings, and 
His voice is always gentle (if firm) and 
brings a deep peace that remains, even 
when our emotions and situations 
change. 

Assuming the “roots” are good, you 
can take the first steps in answering the 
call. Examples of “good fruits” would 
be an increase in virtue, greater 
attraction to the Sacraments, a concrete 
change in how we treat others, and 
even a change of heart in others. 

It’s always good to find a good 
spiritual director when discerning “big” 
decisions, e.g., a vocation. Be at peace: 
if you are seeking God’s will in good 
faith, He will direct you where you 
need to be. 

Q
&
A

How can I be sure 
that I am discerning 
God’s will in prayer?

O u r  M i s s i o n
To provide practical ideas that promote  

faithful Catholic living.
Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™ 
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.infaithpublishing.com

(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from the 
Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible - 

Revised)

John 20:19-31, “Doubting” 
Thomas believes
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