ST. PATRICK

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Neola, IA

Parish Office:
712.485.2750
office@stpatricksneola.com

Priest Office:
712.485.2753
priest@stpatricksneola.com

Faith Formation:
712.485.2754
dre@stpatricksneola.com

Parish Hall:
712.485.2433

Website:
www.stpatricksneola.com

St. Patrick Catholic Church

310 Avon Street

P.O. Box 127

Neola, IA 51559
Administrator: Rev. Julius Itamid
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Scott Brooks
Faith Formation Director:  Shannon Nye
Business Manager: RaeShelle Jensen

MASS TIMES:

Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule

Saturday Evening: 5:30 PM (April to September)
4:00 PM (October to March)

Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM

Holidays: As announced in the bulletin

Reconciliation: First Saturday evening before Mass

ST. COLUMBANUS

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Weston, IA

St. Columbanus Catholic Church
22720 Weston Ave

Underwood, IA 51576-3920
Served from Neola

MASS TIMES:

Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM

Holidays: As announced in the bulletin
Reconciliation by appointment

March 23/24, 2024

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
GOSPEL AT THE PROCESSION Mark 11:1-10
READINGI Isaiah 50:4-7
PSALM 22: My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
READING II Philippians 2:6-11
GOSPEL Mark 14:1—15:47

March 28, 2024 March 29, 2024
Holy Thursday Good Friday
READING I Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14 READING I Isaiah 52:13—53:12
PSALM 116: Our blessing cup is a PSALM 31: Father, into your hands
communion with the Blood of Christ. I commend my spirit.
READING II 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 READING II Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9
GOSPEL John 13:1-15 GOSPEL John 18:1—19:42
March 30, 2024 March 31, 2024
Easter Vigil Easter Sunday
READING I Genesis 1:1—2:2 READING I Acts 10:34a, 37-43
READING II Exodus 14:15—15:1 PSALM 118: This is the day the Lord
READING III Ezekiel 36:16-17a, 18-28 has made; let us rejoice and be glad.
EPISTLE Romans 6:3-11 READING II Colossians 3:1-4
GOSPEL Mark 16:1-7 GOSPEL John 20:1-9

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.
We begin the celebration of Holy Week by calling down God’s blessing upon
the symbol that today’s feast is named for: the palm branches that were used
to welcome our Lord to Jerusalem. “Hosanna!” the crowds accompanying
him cried out, praising the Son of Man as he rode into the holy city.
“Hosanna!” the residents called out, eager to witness firsthand what this
miracle worker would do. We sing hosannas today, as we enter the holiest
week of the year, the week when we recall Jesus’ passion, death, and
resurrection.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

The Palm Sunday liturgy always focuses on the Passion, but we begin with a
short reading from Isaiah, who prophesied of a person who suffered terribly
for faithfully speaking God’s word. Sound familiar? Indeed, Saint Paul
testifies that Jesus “humbled himself... to the point of death.” Let today’s
scripture passages remind us of the physical and emotional suffering that our
Lord endured in order to truly proclaim God’s word.

The procession we commemorate at the beginning of today’s celebration is
awash in contradictions. The man who is honored in this passage is crucified
in the lengthy passage we hear later. The crowds who now shout, “Hosanna!”
go on to shout, “Crucify him!” later. The man entering as a conquering victor,
riding on a colt and showered with palm branches achieves his true victory
only when hung on a cross, crowned with thorns. Our faith teaches us that it
is in our greatest vulnerabilities and our greatest sufferings that we truly
triumph, for it is in those times that the full measure of God’s grace raises us.

Question of the Week

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

In what ways can I show my love for others in a way that might seem
extravagant to observers, but meaningful to them and for me?




Weekday Masses
Mar 25 - No Mass

Mar26- HerbBrich.......... .. ... 8:30 AM
Mar27- StColumbanus..............ccoviviiiinann.. 6:00 PM
Mar 28 - Holy Thursday - Mass of the Lord’s Supper ........ 7:00 PM
Mar 29 - Good Friday - Stations of the Cross, Lord’s Passion,
Veneration of the Cross, Holy Communion ....... 2:30 PM
Weekend Masses
Mar 30 - Easter Vigil - Mass for St. Patrick Parish............ 8:00 PM

Mar 31 - Easter Sunday - Mass for St. Columbanus Parish ....8:00 AM
Mar 31 - Easter Sunday - Mass for St. Patrick Parish

MARCH 28, 2024 - 7:00 PM - HOLY THURSDAY
Lector - Stacie Denning
Servers - Grace Shively, Alexandra Nye, & Samantha Nye
EME -  Scott Brooks, Mary Baker, & Jenny Hall

MARCH 29, 2024 - 3:00 PM - GOOD FRIDAY
Lector - RaeShelle Jensen
Passion - Shannon Nye & Mary Fischer
Servers - Grace Shively, Alexandra Nye, & Samantha Nye
EME -  Scott Brooks

MARCH 30, 2024 - 8:00 PM - EASTER VIGIL
Lector - Nancy Rohatsch, Mary Fischer, Shannon Nye & RaeShelle Jensen
Servers - Samantha & Alexandra Nye
EME -  Scott Brooks, Mary Baker & Maureen Mann

MARCH 31, 2024 - 10:00 AM - EASTER SUNDAY
Lector - Jenny Hall
Servers - Vivian Gross & Ali Leaders
EME -  Scott Brooks, Jan Divin & Roberta Morse

APRIL 6, 2024 - 5:30 PM APRIL 7, 2024 - 9:30 AM
Lector - Amy Ausdemore Lector -  Rachel Gross
Servers - None Servers - Vivian Gross

AJ Harder
EME -  Scott Brooks EME-  Kari Kunze
David Mann Bryan Weidner
Maureen Mann Chad Harder
APRIL 13, 2024 - 5:30 PM APRIL 14, 2024 - 9:30 AM
Lector - RaeShelle Jensen Lector- 1st & 7th Grade Students
Servers - None Servers - Charlie & Elena Brummett
EME -  Scott Brooks EME-  Scott Brooks
Roberta Morse Jenny Hall
Jan Divin Rhea Gross
TITHE COUNTERS
Mar 24 - Anne Brummett Kevin Nye Cecilia Powell
Mar 31 - Jim Mahlberg Mark Pogge Sue Stenlund
Apr7- Roberta Morse Diane Rodenburg Jim Mahlberg
Apr 14 - Peggy Thielen Rita Heinen Kevin Nye
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Mar 24 - Lexi Cochran Norm Baker
Mar 31 - Carolyn McDermott  Jeannie Disalvo
Apr7 - Stacie Denning Liz Lyons
Apr 14 - Carolyn McDermott ~ Norm Baker

SATURDAY MASSES change to 5:30 pm beginning April 6th.

ST. PATRICK SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION: St. Patrick Catholic Church of
Neola, A scholarship application is now available. Applicants will need to pick
up and fill out two forms. Application and Sacrament information sheet must be
obtained in person, by the applicant only, from only Father Julius. Forms are
not available online and will not be mailed nor emailed out. Forms must be
submitted in person, by the applicant only, to only Father Julius. Mailed,
emailed, scanned or faxed forms will not be accepted. Forms must be
submitted before 3:00 pm CST on April 12, 2024. This scholarship is not
associated with any other scholarships.

CONFIRMATION MASS: If you are interested in being part of the
Confirmation choir, please contact Shannon Nye by March 15th. Practice will
be held with Brenda Winship on April 21st after 9:30 am Mass.

Calendar of Events:

Mar 26 -  Reconciliation Night, St Patrick, 7:00 pm

Mar 27 - Reconciliation Night, St Columbanus, 5:15 pm
Stations of the Cross, St Columbanus, 5:30 pm

Mar28 -  Holy Thursday: 7:00 pm, our two parishes join together to
celebrate the Mass of the Lord's Supper with washing of feet
and Procession of the Eucharist followed by Exposition until
9:00 pm.

Mar29- Good Friday: 3:00 pm, our two parishes join together to
celebrate the Lord's Passion: The Solemn Liturgical Service
with Veneration of the Cross and Holy Communion. Mass is
not celebrated on this day. (Collection for the Holy Land.) -
Stations of the Cross begins at 2:30 pm.

Church will be unlocked beginning at 8:00 am for anyone that
would like to pray.

Mar 30- Holy Saturday: 8:00 pm, our two parishes join together to
celebrate the Easter Vigil Service with blessing of the new fire,
Baptismal water and the Easter Candle.

Mar 31-  Easter Sunday: (Note Mass times)

8:00 am Mass at St. Columbanus
10:00 am Mass at St. Patrick's
No Faith Formation Sessions

Apr1-5- No morning Masses

Apr 3 - Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm

Apr 4 - No First Thursday Adoration & Reconciliation

Apr 6 - Saturday evening Masses change to 5:30 for the summer
First Saturday Mass, 8:30 am
Reconciliation, 4:30-5:15 pm

Apr7 - Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am
Divine Mercy Sunday - program 2:00-2:30 pm (see next page)
High School Class, 6:30 pm

Apr 8 - Annunciation of the Lord Mass, St Patrick, 6:30 pm

Apr9 - Pastoral Council Meeting, St Patrick, 7:00 pm

Apr10-  First Reconciliation Rehearsal, 6:30 pm

Offering Report Last Weeks  Fiscal Year to Date

Offering Envelopes $ 2,270.00 $ 72,984.71

Open Offering $ 395.00 $ 747836

Children’s Offering $ 28.00 $ 595.40

THANK YOU to everyone for your prayers, sacrifice, and support toward the
150th Celebration this past weekend. And a special thank you to Wendy
Lausen and Dani Petersen for planning the event. It was a fabulous day!

150TH SHIRT ORDER: We will be putting in another order for the 150th
Anniversary Shirts. If you are interested in purchasing one, please contact the
parish office by Thursday, April 4th.

RECONCILIATION NIGHTS:
o St. Patrick - March 26 - 7:00 pm - 2 priests will be available
e St. Columbanus - March 27 - 5:15 pm

GOOD FRIDAY: The church will be open beginning at 8:00 am for anyone
that would like to pray in church on Good Friday.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Thank you to those that helped lead Stat|ons
this Lent season: Norm & Mary Baker, Grace Shively, Dennis Wulff Family,
Corey Hough Family, Samantha & Alexandra Nye, and Roger & Jenny Hall.

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION DAY IN APRIL is being moved to April 21st to
go along with the last day of Faith Formation for the year.




Divine Mercy Sunday St. Michael’s Spring Retreat
Day of Mercy Program Blessed Carlo Acutis and the Eucharist

Sunday, April 7, 2024
St. Patrick’s, Neola
2:00 - 3:30 p.m.

“Let us live this Jubilee intensely, begging the

Father to forgive our sins and to bathe us in
his merciful ‘indulgence.” -Pope Francis

3 e s £ AT & e £ R A S I AL i F A |

Foneibiarer Open to all Catholic boys in grades 3-8

In a vision to St. Maria Faustina Kowalska in 1935, the Lord re-
vealed a powerful prayer that he wanted everyone to say - the Chap-
let of Divine Mercy - and he promised extraordinary graces to those
who would recite it:

Opening Prayer &

lgosarf moy pm Where: Corpus Christi Parish, 3304 4th Ave Council Bluffs lowa
"I want this image (Divine Mercy) to be solemnly blessed on the
first Sunday after Easter; that Sunday is to be the Feast of
Mercy. On that day the depths of My Mercy will be opened to
all. Whoever will go to Confession and Holy Communion on that
day will receive complete forgiveness of sin and
punishment." (Diary, 49).

When: Saturday, April 13, 8:00 am — 5:00 pm
(Ending with 4 pm vigil Mass at church)

What: Adoration, spiritual talks, prayer, games, time at Hub Trampoline Park
‘Whoever will recite it will receive great mercy at the hour of
death. ...Priests will recommend it to sinners as their last hope
of salvation. Even if there were a sinner most hardened, if he o F
were to recite this chaplet only once, he would receive grace Eucharistic
from My infinite mercy. ...I desire to grant unimaginable graces Adoration with
to those souls who trust in My mercy... (Diary. 687). Reconciliation

Cost: $50 for all-day retreat (scholarships available-inquire at registration)

Encourage souls to say the chaplet which I have given you. Sponsored by St Michael's BOyS group

...When they say this chaplet in the presence of the dying, I will
stand between My Father and the dying person, not as a just
Judge but as the Merciful Savior... (1541).

Through the chaplet you will obtain everything, if what you ask
for is compatible with My will (1731).

Prayed on ordinary rosary beads, the chaplet is an intercessory

of St Augustin Parish, Des Moines, I1A

Supervised all day by several adults

prayer that extends the offering of the Eucharist. It may be said at The Chaplet of Register by Tuesday April 9

any time, but our Lord especially requested that it be used as a Divine Mercy ’

::;:ﬂ;:‘f; :)he nine days before the Feast of Mercy (the first Sunday 3:00 pm Contact kmpierick@gmail.com or Jeff Pierick 515-778-6087
It is also especially appropriate to say the chaplet during the 3 Benediction With boy’s name, grade, and your email & cell #

o’clock hour (recalling the time of Christ’s death on the Cross). In
his revelations to St. Faustina, our Lord asked for special prayer and
veneration for his Passion during this time.

and Closing
Registration is limited to 35 boys

R;e?gisi:riai:.ioh Closes 7A7pi'il é, 2024
Don’t Delay — Register Today! Save The Date

The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage

o7 Annual Women’s Conference » . : =
. M is coming to Council Bluffs!
April 20, 2024 Catbolic
@ = Corpus Christi Parish in Council Bluffs, lowa Wonen
fau Time: 8:45 - 2:30 Diocese of Des Moines

MEETING JESUS IN THE EUCHARIST
featuring Liz Kelly and Angela Copenhaver
Mass with Bishop Will

Cost of $25 includes continental breakfast & hot lunch.

m Joensen at Corpus Christi parish

(O]
To register, use your camera app on your phone to scan this ==>
All women o 2o to www.amdioceze.org/events and =croll down
or Facebook - Des Moines Diocesan Council of Catholic Women
or DesMoinesDCCW.org

are invited! & 2730 o

Organized and supported by your Des of (pccw)

So many ways to registert

If interested, contact Shannon Nye at 712-485-2754.

Walk with the Lord on His journey

from San Francisco to Indianapolis!

Sunday, June 239

1:30 pm Mass in Tom Hanafan River’'s Edge Park with Bishop Joensen

~3 pm Receive the Blessed Sacrament over the Bob Kerrey Bridge

~3 -5 pm Solemn Procession from River’s Edge Park to Corpus Christi Church
5 pm Benediction and prayer, followed by dinner in Corpus Christi Great Hall
6-7 pm Guided Holy Hour with Bishop Joensen

7 pm - 8 am 6/24  All-night adoration with the Blessed Sacrament

8 am, 6/24 Closing Mass, Eucharistic Pilgrimage continues on to Glenwood, Imogene,
and Shenandoah

— ~_Women’s Conference Memorial Calendar:
UMBA Hall, Underwood, 9:00-3:00 March 24 - International Day for the Right to the Truth Concerning

Gross Human Rights Violations & for the Dignity of Victims

Uproating Bitfe o ’P[hntt'ng Grace March 28 - Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper

=~ Fresemen Cherl Galse = . . o March 29 - Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday)
Sponsored by-Faith Community Bible Church March 30 - Holy Saturday
No charge. Lunch provided. No childcare:— o March 31 - Easter Sunday

~ - - To register, calt 712-5665240

We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a
registration form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Julius for an appointment.

For information about Baptism, Sacrament of the Sick, Pastoral Visitations, Reconciliation, RCIA, Marriage, Adoration, or the Prayer
Chain, please visit our website at https://stpatricksneola.com/ or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750.




Phoenix House

Domestic Violence
Shelter

712-256-2059

HOY | Kl LNOSKI

UNERAL CREMATORY

b1l

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director

mike@hoyfuneral.com
Phone 712.256.9988
www.hoyfuneral.com

1221 N 16th St
Co Bluffs IA 51501

Joe Turner

CCA. TSP. NAICC. IICCA

. ¢

GIS Soil Sampling : Crop Scouting : Manure & Nutrient
Management Plans : Yield Monitor Sales & Service : GPS
Mapping : Agronomic Recommendations : Crop Insuance

Turner's Ag Consulting Co.

301 Front St
PO Box 301
Neola la 51559

Phone 713-310-0633
Fax 712-485-2052

mm Sales & Service

SUkup

Grain Bins, Buildings, Electrical & Concrete Work
712-485-2677 7este, ue 800-377-1685

New York Life Ins. Co. -
Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance,
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs
*Registered Representative offering securities
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency.
Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC®
Phone: 402-496-6446

o In Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm
=1 *Certain Annuities issued by New York
T Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation

MIDSTATES

Neola Minden
300 Front St 301 Broadway St
712-485-2245  712-483-2611

FDic

FrED RODENBURG

Rodenburgconstruction@yahoo.com

614 5th street

Neola lowa 51559

NBRIGH GROTE
w:a_

Brich-GroteAuction.com
Rick (402) 690-4620 » Dean (402) 618-4384
Live Auction * On-Line Auction
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding

| Bonkosbility noRE 0PTIONS. HORE SERWCE, MORE YA LLING,

J. Joseph Narmi

Attorney at Law

712-323-8000

jnarmi@iabar.org
www.NarmiLaw.com

\ 1 v ’11 SAINT ALBERT
' / WE ARE YOUR
§ § Cut er- O Nel . CATHOLIC SCHOOLS PARISH SCHOOL!
JPC AND SONS \ MEYER-WOODRING S
Funeral Home & Crematory 400 Gleson Ave. .erle:g .jg:hen sdwee s
7 ConSTROCTION ..,
JASON COOK 402-510-2599 Rt "

’ / NEO‘A, IA 545 Willow AVe Twitter: @StAlbertSchools S—alnt ‘A'lbert
/ Council Bluffs 1A 51503 ke prgora ; S oo
PULVERENTE Catholic Charities

MONUMENT CoO.

Personal Service ® No Pressure Sales

MONUM&NTS

RYAN OR KIMBERLY NORTON
(402) 341-2452
pulverentemonument@hotmail.com
www.pulverentemonument.com

1439 South 13th Street ® Omaha, Nebraska 68108

<UFS >

FERTILIZER -

CHEMICALS - PROPANE
David Kramer
OWNER

PH: 712-566-2191
CELL: 402-630-7676 26530 IDLEWOOD ROAD

MCCLELLAND, 1A 51548
www.ufsllc.net

Council Bluffs, IA
Marriage, Family and
Pregnancy Counseling

712-328-3086
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org

®

WESTERN IOWA WIRELESS

Affordable high speed wireless internet

712-485-7200 www.wiaw.net

Neola, Ia 51559

105 3rd Street

Ben & Katie Ausdemore
402-639-9072 402-639-8980

AusCorp..

Helping You Protect & Grow

Pioneer Seed - Crop Insurance

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC
Daniel P. Fischer

Attorney at Law
daniel@kohorstlaw.com
Phone: (712) 755-3156 | Fax: (712) 755-7404
602 Market Street, Suite 101, Hatlan, IA 51537

~KELLY'S

CARPET & FURNITURE

COUNCIL BLUFFS  LINCOLN
(712) 328-2424
Deann@kellyscarpet.com

HURD CONSTRUCTION
JOHN & DEB HURD
SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK
21596 225th St
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
Home: 712-566-2475
Cell: 402-680-8578

¢ PRIMROSE.

RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES

STEPHANIE KENEALY

Sales Director

Office (712) 352-1111 » Cell (402) 618-2059
councilbluffi-sd@primroseretirement.com

1801 East Kanesville Blvd., Council Bluffs, IA 51503 « Fax (712) 352-0145

www.PrimroseRetirement.com {8Y

E
EE

712-363-7522
bertelsenbeef@outlook.com
bertelsenbeef.com




GOOD FRIDAY

The day Jesus is put on trial, scourged, crowned with thorns, sentenced

The day of Jesus' Last Supper and the first Mass! Jesus gives us his New
y ; |PP = h to death, made to carry his cross, is crucified and dies - all for love of us.

Commandment: “Love one another as | have foved you.” The is the night
Jesus prays sorrowfully in the Garden of Olives and then is arrested.

Go to Mass as a family (special parts to
watch for: the Gloria with bells, the washing
of feet, the transfer of the Eucharist from
the altar/tabernacle to an altar of repose.)

If you are unable to go to Mass (it isnot a
holy day of obligation), make a spiritual
communion or pay a visit to Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament at church - during the
day or during the evening aderation at the
altar of repose.

Write specific ways of loving those in your
household, neighborhood, or extended
family on slips of paper. Draw them out
during the day and do them.

Today we also celebrate the beginning of
the priesthood. Write a thank you note to
your parish priest(s) thanking him for his
service, example, and love for God.

Wash each other's feet - while meditating
on Jesus' self-giving to his friends, to you,
and his call to serve others.

Bake a loaf of bread while talking about &
reflecting on its place in the Passover and
Jesus being our Bread of Life in the
Eucharist. Share in the one loaf together at
dinner, or save it for Easter.

Have a special dinner with candlelight and
china, remembering the Lord's Last Supper.

During grace before dinner, pray or sing
the Gloria. Maybe even ring some bells
while you're doing it. This joyful prayer of
praise is omitted during Lenten liturgies,
but is sung with gusto at the solemn Mass
of the Lord's Supper.

Set up an altar of repose. Use houseplants,
flowers, candles, linens, and a faverite
image of Jesus. Take turns “watching” with
Jesus, accompanying him during his agony
in the garden.

Read a Gospel account of the Holy
Thursday events in the life of Jesus.

Attend the Good Friday liturgy as a family.
(Special parts to watch for: altar stripped of
all décor & tabernacle empty, silent
entrance and prostration by ministers,
minimal music, veneration of the cross,
extended petitions, Communion—but not
the prayers of consecration, everyone
encouraged to leave in silence).

In addition to fasting from food, try fasting
from: TV, music, social media and all
unnecessary use of digital devices to
maintain a spirit of silent reflection
throughout this solemn day.

Do a good examination of conscience and
an act of contrition. Consider quietly
reflecting on how you've hurt each other, as
family members. “Confess” these to one
another - seeking, giving, and receiving
forgiveness.

Take turns venerating a cross, even lying
orostrate before one (like the
priests/deacons do at the start of the Good
Friday liturgy.) Sing “Were You There” or
listen to an appropriate song.

Pray the Stations of the Cross. Have your
kids color the Stations and post them
throughout the house. Process with candles
or a crucifix.

The Good Friday liturgy includes extensive
prayers of petition. Write your own
petitions and pray them together.

Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 3:00
p.m., the hour Jesus died.

Read the account of the Passion in the
Gospel of John, chapters 18-19.

Construct and place a cross in your front
yard to witness to your neighbors and
passers-by.

Have a simple, meatless soup supper,
sharing: a favorite Station of the Cross,

“dying's and rising’s” in your own life, or
insights from your Lent.

Tone for our day:

Sorrow for our own sins
that caused Jesus’
suffering

Sadness, gratitude and
love as we remember all
that Jesus went through

A certain silent, serious
reverence and reflection



EASTER SUNDAY

The day Jesus rose from the dead! “This is the day the Lord has made.
Let us be glad and rejoice in it!”

HOLY SATURDAY

The day Jesus was in the tomb, dead. His friends locked themselves
away, grieving and fearful of what might happen next.

Go to Easter Sunday Mass and invite
someone to go with you. (Special parts to
watch for: the return of joyful “Alleluia’s,”
sprinkling with holy water, a prayer before
the Gospel called the Sequence, and the

Tone fOI‘ our da}g‘ . Ob;grve a certain silgnce, reflectively

waiting with Mary, while you prepare your
home for Easter - cleaning, getting

vaiting - decorations and eggs ready, name cards for renewal of Baptismal promises.)
postles and 4§ Eqeter diarir talole: Bic. o Filla small bottle with the blessed Easter
"?e + Pray the rosary water at church, to draw from for blessings
Marv. at home.
4 o Bake Resurrection Rolls .
TP o Dress up! The tradition of Easter clothes
We are grateful for what ¢ Attend the Easter Vigil. It is a beautiful, reminds us that we are a new creation. We

richly symbolic, truly powerful liturgy. It have put on Christ.
tends to be long and late, so if impractical
for little ones in the family, maybe one

parent (and the older siblings) can attend.

Jesus has done, still a little
serious, but we know the
rest of the (Lor vand are

’\/L, ’( I’WO "f\ \/G'\A L() ‘f

S Have an Easter egg hunt (out in the yard if
possible), recalling the women searching in

the garden for Jesus who was no longer in

¢ Pray an Easter vigil at home as a family. If the tomb.
E— itisn't possible to attend a local Easter Vigil, ; . -
SUS considering incorporating elements of the ¢ Ir-cl)aov:] SV.ic‘t’r,welrr::Inrsn?:?wlirlwg t?aenfglrerrswaflléj\:\? elrsg—
vigil into your family’s prayer for the g etrubeee d : ’
evening. make it truly a feast.

Make a playlist of Easter- Alleluia songs to
listen to throughout the day.

¢ In darkness, light a candle (possibly
your family's baptism candles) and
share the flame from candle to
candle. Pray and respond: “Christ, our
Light. Thanks be to God."

Read the Easter story - there are various
accounts at the end of all four Gospels!

If you placed a cross in your yard on

]
¢ Read stories of Salvation History by Friday, find a way to witness to the w
candlelight (using the Vigil readings Resurrection - drape it in a white cloth, add
or children’s Bible books for kids). flowers,.or the words “er is Risen." Invite Complete/yjoyful
" S your neighbors to contribute!
¢ Pray or sing the Gloria with bells & and happy!

turn on the lights!

Bless yourselves with Holy Water and
process around, blessing your house.

Renew your baptismal promises

Sing along to your favorite “Alleluia”
song!

Read the Easter Gospel story

As you encounter family members
throughout the day, say and respond:
“Christ is risen. He is indeed risen!"

Take a few minutes of silence simply
seeking to encounter the risen Christ in
prayer and inviting him into your heart -
with all of the power, peace, joy, and love
that he brings.

Alleliin! Gffeluind

Jesus has won. He is
with us!

He has opened heaven
for us!



DI10CESE OF DES MOINES

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

SEEK HIS I-'.\t'l-.&'_'
PSALM 27:8

Lent 2024

Dear Friends in Christ,

Recently | received a letter from Fr. David Grenier who leads the Commissariat of the Holy
Land in Washington, DC. Fr. Grenier expressed his gratitude for the great generosity you
showed last year when we took up the Holy Land Collection on Good Friday. As you can
imagine, his letter also described the incredible challenges currently faced by Christians there as
they deal with the war that began on October 7.

My previous letters have described the great need faced by those Christians who represent less
than 2% of the population there. They rely heavily on pilgrimages to the Holy Places there as
the main source of their income. The limitations related to the pandemic years were difficult as
pilgrims did not come to the Holy Land. After dealing with that impact for two years, they were
just beginning to recover financially when the war broke out. Now they find themselves again
without income and confronted with the cruel realities of war with its devastation, maiming, and
loss of life.

Pope Francis calls us each year to gather a collection that will help sustain the Christian presence
in the Holy Land. In these times of crisis, the need is even more profound. Our gifts this year
are necessary to meet the basic needs of the People of God still living in this land and maintain a
Christian presence where the Church was born.

Please join me in offering a gift to this special collection on Good Friday. Together we become
instruments of peace as we stand in solidarity with Catholics around the world and in the Holy
Land.
Faithfully in Christ,

4%/( Q Ly 7s
Most Rev.ANilliam M. Joensen, Ph.D.
Bishop of Des Moines
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