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MASS TIMES:

Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule

Saturday Evening: 5:30 PM (April to September)
4:00 PM (October to March)

Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM

Holidays: As announced in the bulletin

Reconciliation: First Saturday evening before Mass

ST. COLUMBANUS

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Weston, IA

St. Columbanus Catholic Church
22720 Weston Ave

Underwood, IA 51576-3920
Served from Neola

MASS TIMES:

Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM

Holidays: As announced in the bulletin
Reconciliation by appointment

February 3/4, 2024
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

READINGT Job 7:1-4, 6-7
PSALM 147: Praise the Lord, who heals the brokenhearted.
READING II 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23
GOSPEL Mark 1:29-39

February 10/11, 2024
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
READING I Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46
PSALM 32: I turn to you, in time of trouble,
and you fill me with the joy of salvation
READING II 1 Corinthians 10:31—11:1
GOSPEL Mark 1:40-45

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.
We gather on this midwinter day, as we do each Sunday, to celebrate the meal
that Jesus left us so that we could be nourished by him as we continue our
journey to the kingdom. We give praise and thanks to God for this
opportunity, even as we acknowledge our failings, our sinfulness, and our
need for God’s mercy. Let us lift our voices in song and prayer to our God.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

There’s nothing like listening to a passage from Job to bring a person down.
What happens to the poor guy ranges from tragic to miserable, leaving him in
the throes of despair. Still, he turns to God for mercy and healing, much as the
people of Capernaum later looked to Jesus. Listening to the word of God
today, may we renew our trust in the Lord in the face of illnesses and
difficulties.

Job’s life has become a drudgery: restless nights followed by forgettable days.
Every evening he ends his day without hope. He has no confidence that his
life will change. A couple of weeks ago we heard Jesus call Andrew and
Simon. They abandon their nets of drudgery and follow him to a brand-new
life. Today we see Jesus enter Simon’s mother-in-law’s house, where she lay
in bed ill. His healing touch leads to her a new life, a life of ministry to her
fellow disciples. Often we feel as Job did, stuck in a rut and despairing of our
misfortune. May we instead find hope in Christ, as his first disciples did,
allowing him to guide us to a life of service, a life with purpose, a life for the
kingdom.

Question of the Week

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

How do I best learn more deeply about Jesus?




Weekday Masses

Feb5- No Mass
Feb6- Bob&SallyOsbahr.............................. 8:30 AM
Feb7- St.Columbanus..................cciiiiiiii. .. 6:00 PM
Feb 8- No Mass
Feb9- No Mass
Weekend Masses
Feb 10 - St Patrick - Alice Schnitker . ....................... 4:00 PM
Feb11- St.Columbanus............... ... .. 8:00 AM
Feb 11 - St. Patrick - Fritz& VelWellman .................... 9:30 AM
FEBRUARY 10, 2024 - 4:00 PM FEBRUARY 11, 2024 - 9:30 AM
Lector - David Mann Lector - 9th Grade Class

Servers - None Servers - Grace Shively
Samantha Nye
EME -  Scott Brooks Scott Brooks
Amy Ausdemore Jody Cook
Grace Denning Jeannie Disalvo
FEBRUARY 14, 2024 - ASH WEDNESDAY - 6:30 PM
Lector - Shannon Nye

Servers - Samantha & Alexandra Nye

EME -

EME -  Scott Brooks, Jenny Hall, Liz Lyons
FEBRUARY 17, 2024 - 4:00 PM FEBRUARY 18, 2024 - 9:30 AM
Lector - Corey Hough Lector- Lynette Oberdorfer
Servers - None Servers - Angeline Oberdorfer
Kenadi Dunn
EME -  Scott Brooks EME -  Shannon Nye
Mary Ann Thomas Max Kozeal
Bonnie Wredt Kaitlin Kozeal
FEBRUARY 24, 2024 - 4:00 PM FEBRUARY 25, 2024 - 9:30 AM
Lector - Ashley Lopez Lector-  Mindy Schechinger

Servers - None Servers - Christopher Schechinger

Alvaro Schechinger

EME -  Scott Brooks EME-  Roberta Morse
David Mann Shannon Nye
Maureen Mann Amy Ausdemore
TITHE COUNTERS
Feb4 - Peggy Thielen Jim Mahlberg Mark Pogge
Feb 11 - Roberta Morse Cecilia Powell Sue Stenlund
Feb 18 - Diane Rodenburg Anne Brummett Rita Heinen
Feb 25 - Peggy Thielen Dani Baxter Jim Mahlberg

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS

Feb4 - Norm Baker Stacie Denning
Feb 11 - Cathy Corrin Jeannnie Disalvo
Feb 18 - Liz Lyons Roberta Morse
Feb 25 - Carolyn McDermott ~ Norm Baker

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS: St
prayerful sympathy to the families of:
1. Martha Denning passed away on January 26. Her funeral Mass of
Resurrection was celebrated here at our church on Thursday.
2. Jim Hough passed away on January 29. His funeral Mass of Resurrection
was celebrated here at our church on Friday.
May they rest in peace.
PARISH AUCTION: Thank you to all who participated in any way at our Pansh
Auction this past weekend. Auctioneers, coordinators, workers, those who
donated food & auction items, those who purchased items & the clean up
crew. Congratulations to the $50 drawing winners: Amie Mendor, Cassie
Harris, Jennifer Fischer, Connor Gaul, Jackie Corrin, and Marty Dollen.
Proceeds from the auction will be published in a future bulletin.
SOLIDARITY FUND: This fund serves the people of God in the 23 counties of
the Diocese of Des Moines when a need arises and the most local parish or
faith community has exhausted resources and abilities to meet the need.
Please see Bishop Joensen’s letter enclosed for more information. We will be
taking up this second collection next weekend, February 10th & 11th. Please
be generous.

Patrick's parish community extends

Calendar of Events:

Feb7- Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm

Reconciliation, St Columbanus, 5:30 pm
Feb11-  RCIC Class, 8:00 am

Children’s Mass

RCIA/RCIC Rite of Sending, 9:30 am Mass

Family Faith Formation Day, parish hall, after 9:30 Mass
Feb 13-  Pastoral Council Meeting, St. Patrick, 7:00 pm
Feb14-  Ash Wednesday Mass, St Patrick, 6:30 pm
Feb16-  Stations of the Cross, St Patrick, 5:00 pm

Fish Fry, 5-7 pm
Feb 17-  RCIA Rite of Election, St Patrick CB, 10:00 am
Feb 18-  First Sunday of Lent

RCIA Class, 8:00 am

Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am
Feb20-  Finance Council Meeting, St Patrick, 6:00 pm
Feb21-  Stations of the Cross, St Columbanus, 5:30 pm

Pastoral/Finance Council Meeting, St Columbanus, after Mass

First Reconciliation/Eucharist Class, 6:30 pm
Feb23-  Stations of the Cross, St Patrick, 5:00 pm

Fish Fry, 5-7 pm
Feb25-  Second Sunday of Lent

Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am
Feb28-  Stations of the Cross, St Columbanus, 5:30 pm

Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm
March 1-  Stations of the Cross, St Patrick, 5:00 pm

Fish Fry, 5-7 pm
March 2 - First Saturday Mass, St Patrick, 8:30 am

Reconciliation, St Patrick, 3:00-3:45 pm

Memorial Calendar:

Feb4 - World Day of Consecrated Life
National Day of Prayer for the African
American Family
Feb 5 - Memorial of St. Agatha
Feb 6 - Memorial of St. Paul Miki and Companions
Feb 8 - Memorial of St. Jerome Emiliani
Memorial of St. Josephine Bakhita
International Day of Prayer and Awareness
Against Human Trafficking
Feb10-  Memorial of St. Scholastica
Offering Report Last Weeks  Fiscal Year to Date
Offering Envelopes $ 1,670.00 $ 59,409.71
Open Offering $ 207.00 $ 6,137.58
Children’s Offering $ 3.00 $ 482.15

TITHES/DONATIONS: We are now accepting donations through Venmo as
well as Online Giving. Please be sure to put what your donation is for when
using these options. For more information please visit our website at https:/
stpatricksneola.com/online_giving.

ST. PATRICK SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION: St. Patrick Catholic Church
of Neola, IA scholarship application is now available. Applicants will need to
pick up and fill out two forms. Application and Sacrament information sheet
must be obtained in person, by the applicant only, from only Father Julius.
Forms are not available online and will not be mailed nor emailed out. Forms
must be submitted in person, by the applicant only, to only Father Julius.
Mailed, emailed, scanned or faxed forms will not be accepted. Forms must be
submitted before 3:00 pm CST on April 12, 2024. This scholarship is not as-
sociated with any other scholarships.

LENT: Mark your calendars for Lent to begin with Ash Wednesday Mass on
February 14th at 6:30 here at St Patrick's Neola. The Lent Schedule will be
emailed and/or mailed to all parishioners next week. Watch your mail.




ST. PATRICKS

CATHOLIC CHURCH
NEOLA, IA

ANNH’ESAY

SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 2024
930 AM MASS
00 AM DINNER

*FREE WILL DONATION

St Patrick’s Hall, Neola IA

When: Friday, February 16 Friday, March 8
Friday, February 23 Friday, March 15
Friday, March 1 Friday, March 22

Serving Time: 5:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.

Adults: $15.00 - Children (5-10 Yrs.): $5.00 -
Children Under 5: Free

Dinner includes: Fried Alaskan Pollock,
Baked Potato, Orsi’s Bread, Cole Slaw,
Relishes, & Dessert!

(May substitute grilled cheese sandwich for fish)

For Questions, contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750
For Carry Out’s call 712.485.2433
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A BIBLICAL WALK THROUGHsCHRIST'S PASSION

EDWARD SRI

Lenten Bible Study

Tuesday Evenings at 7:00 During Lent
Faith Formation Building
Starting February 20, 2024

If interested, please contact Shannon Nye at 712-309-1436
or dre@stpatricksneola.com

ST. MICHAEL’S HARLAN is hosting two Welcome Retreats in March.
Welcome is an incredible experience that will help you discover what is
missing from your life and what to do about it. Whether you want to connect
with other Christian women or men in the area, improve your prayer life, or
just take a break from the craziness of everyday life, you will find what you
are looking for, and more!

e Men’s Retreat Weekend, February 24-25, 2024

e Women'’s Retreat Weekend, March 2-3, 2024
Retreats are open to men and women over 18. There is no cost to attend the
weekend. If you have any questions, please reach out to Brenda Grewe at
319-621-5603 (Women'’s) or Jeremy Schechinger at 402-681-5347 (Men’s).

Neola Lions present

super Pizza Sunday

Sunday, February 11,2024

e

104 Fourth Street
Neola, IA

Pick up 12:30-4:00 pm

All pizzas extra large $18

Baked or
unbaked—you
choose!

from any Lion or call 402-490-8645 or 485-2430

We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a
registration form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Julius for an appointment.

For information about Baptism, Sacrament of the Sick, Pastoral Visitations, Reconciliation, RCIA, Marriage, Adoration, or the Prayer
Chain, please visit our website at https://stpatricksneola.com/ or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750.




Phoenix House

Domestic Violence
Shelter

712-256-2059

@ HOY | KILNOSKI

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director

mike@hoyfuneral.com
Phone 712.256.9988
www.hoyfuneral.com

1221 N 16th St
Co Bluffs IA 51501

Joe Turner

CCA. TSP. NAICC. IICCA

. ¢

GIS Soil Sampling : Crop Scouting : Manure & Nutrient
Management Plans : Yield Monitor Sales & Service : GPS
Mapping : Agronomic Recommendations : Crop Insuance

Turner's Ag Consulting Co.

301 Front St
PO Box 301
Neola la 51559

Phone 713-310-0633
Fax 712-485-2052

mm Sales & Service

SUkup

Grain Bins, Buildings, Electrical & Concrete Work
712-485-2677 7este, ue 800-377-1685

New York Life Ins. Co. -
Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance,
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs

*Registered Representative offering securities
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency.
Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC®
Phone: 402-496-6446
tite Member Iy Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm

=1 *Certain Annuities issued by New York
‘7 Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation

MIDSTATES

Minden

301 Broadway St
712-483-2611

Neola
300 Front St

712-482-2245
FBi¢

Bankability. MORE OPTIONS. MORE SERVICE. MORE WILLING.

; Builder
FRED RODENBURG

Rodenburgconstruction@yahoo.com
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614 5th sfreef
Neola 53

L BRICH-GROTE
w:gz—

Brich-GroteAuction.com
Rick (402) 690-4620 » Dean (402) 618-4384
Live Auction * On-Line Auction
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding

J. Joseph Narmi

Attorney at Law

712-323-8000

jnarmi@iabar.org
www.NarmiLaw.com

New Construction,
Remodels, Concrete,
Decks and more.

C AND SO
NSTRUCTIC

Jason Cook
Owner
jasoncook24.jc@gmail.com

et

28250 Teakwood Rd
Neola IA 51559

Call or Text
402-510-2599

Cutler-O’Neill
MEYER-WOODRING

Funeral Home & Crematory

712-322-7779
545 Willow Ave
Council Bluffs IA 51503

SAINT ALBERT

WE ARE YOUR

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS PARISH SCHOOL!

Serving students 6 weeks
to 12th grade
Twitter: @StAlbertSchools

7 Saint Albert
Facebook: St. Albert ! CATHOLCSCHOOLS

400 Gleason Ave.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503

Phone: (71 29-9000

Web: www.saintalbertschools. org

Exceptional Memory
Care in Council Bluffs

CounNTRYHOUSE
RESIDENCE for memory care

by Agemark Senior Living

CountryHouse.net | (712) 322-4100

<UFS >

FERTILIZER - CHEMICALS - PROPANE
David Kramer
OWNER
PH: 712-566-2191

CELL: 402-630-7676 26530 IDLEWOOD ROAD

MCCLELLAND, 1A 51548
www.ufsllc.net

Catholic Charities
Council Bluffs, IA
Marriage, Family and
Pregnancy Counseling
712-328-3086
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org

®

WESTERN IOWA WIRELESS

Affordable high speed wireless internet

712-485-7200 www.wiaw.net

Neola, Ia 51559

105 3rd Street

Ben & Katie Ausdemore
402-639-9072 402-639-8980

AUsSCOrp..

Helping You Protect & Grow

Pioneer Seed - Crop Insurance

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC

Daniel P. Fischer
Attorney at Law
daniel@kohorstlaw.com
Phone: (712) 755-3156 | Fax: (712) 755-7404
602 Market Street, Suite 101, Hatlan, IA 51537

~KELLY'S

CARPET & FURNITURE

COUNCIL BLUFFS  LINCOLN
(712) 328-2424
Deann@kellyscarpet.com

HURD CONSTRUCTION
JOHN & DEB HURD
SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK
21596 225th St
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
Home: 712-566-2475
Cell: 402-680-8578

09 PRIMROSE.

RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES

STEPHANIE KENEALY
Sales Director

Office (712) 352-1111 = Cell (402) 618-2059
councilbluffs-sd@primroseretirement.com
1801 East Kanesville Blvd., Council Bluffs, IA 51503 « Fax (712) 352-0145

www.PrimroseRetirement.com {8Y

PULVERENTE [t )
M —

RYAN OR KIMBERLY NORTON
(402) 341-2452
pulverentemonument@hotmail.com
www.pulverentemonument.com

1439 South 13th Street ® Omaha, Nebraska 68108
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Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

February 2024

St. Patrick's Church, Neola and St. Columbanus Church, Weston

One Minute
Meditations

St. Josephine Bakhita
Born in Darfur, Sudan around
1869, she was
kidnapped and sold

3 into slavery. Her

The key to a fruitful Lent is not to

Lent hinges on encountering
Christ in a personal way and
letting Him change our hearts
and minds. In fact, an
effective way to deepen our
encounter with Him is
through the Eucharist.
Consider these
suggestions:

“Here I am, Lord.
Love me!” Mother
Teresa told her sisters
to start their chapel
time with this bold
prayer, “Here I am,
Lord. Love me!” No
matter whether you
are in His Presence for
Mass, a holy hour, or a
quick visit in front of the Blessed
Sacrament, begin with, “Here I am,
Lord. Love me!” It's a prayer of faith
God delights to answer.

Live for the next Communion.

captors gave her
the name
Bakhita, meaning
“fortunate.” After
several years of serving under
cruel masters, she was bought
o/ by Augusto Michieli. The
Michielis sent Bakhita with
their daughter to Italy, where
Bakhita encountered
Catholicism. Overjoyed, she
was baptized and took the
o/ name Josephine. In 1893,
instead of returning to Africa
with the Michielis, she entered
the Institute of St. Magdalene
of Canossa.

The moment of truth
Conversion begins when we

accept responsibility for our

failures. Lent is an opportunity

perform miserable penances. A good

Rev. Julius Itamid, Administrator

Deepen the connection to Christ during Lent

Every Communion deepens our
union with God, strengthens our
faith, helps us love more
authentically, and immunizes
us against future
temptations. Each week,
renew your resolve to do
whatever is needed to
receive Jesus well. For
example, avoid activity
or entertainment
that tempts you
away from God, and
if you sin seriously,
immediately go to
Confession and start
anew.

Invite others to the
feast. Invite a friend,
neighbor or colleague
to Mass or Adoration

with you. Pray for priests to
stay close to the Eucharist. Most
importantly, pray that more people
come to faithfully encounter Jesus in
the tabernacle.

to stop and take a good look at

our lives. Identify all the ways

that sin keeps you from living
the way Jesus taught us to live.
Know that it may take courage
to face your shortfalls.

)
“Apart from the @\ @

Why Do
Cathollcs

roots, most notably, when Jesus
fasted for forty days in the
desert. Those in good
health, aged 18-59, are
required to fast on Ash
Wednesday and Good
Friday. We're permitted
one full meal and two

cross, there is no
other ladder by
which we may get (<\\
to heaven.” St.

Rose of Lima ./

© Copyright 2024 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Fasting is a practice with Biblical g,

Why do Catholics have to
Do That(Q) fast on Ash Wednesday?

smaller meals that together don't
equal the full meal. This
includes abstaining from
meat. Fasting expresses our
recognition that we've
sinned and desire to make
amends. It purifies our
hearts and frees them to love
God and others well.
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Pope Francis’s three-point approach to Confession

Instead of dreading seeking the Sacrament of Penance and
Reconciliation (Confession), Pope Francis suggested we
look at it as “the Sacrament of the tenderness of God,
His way of embracing us.” Follow the pope’s

three-point approach to the Sacrament:
What's my intention? Rather than an

obligation, consider the Sacrament a fresh start.
Firmly resolve, from this moment forward, to give
up the activities or behaviors that separate you from
God. The firm resolution to change is key to

receiving absolution effectively.

Are there loose ends? Unconfessed sin creates

of God.

fromS )
cripture

In Jesus’ time, Israel was occupied by
the Romans. The Israelites already had
a long history of being attacked and
conquered by other nations. The Jews

dreamed of the day when the Messiah
would set them free and N
make them the victors. =)

God had set up Moses
as liberator and
lawgiver, and sent
them Elijah, the first
of the great prophets
who foretold Christ’s coming. So
when Jesus was transfigured in glory
with Moses and Elijah, the Apostles
assumed that God was revealing Jesus
as the Messiah.

Moses and Elijah spoke with Jesus
about His death and Resurrection.

Mark 9:2-10, Heavenly
glory, not worldly power

Jesus warned His disciples that He
would suffer and die (Mark 8:31).
While many Jews were expecting the
Messiah to overthrow the Romans
and make Himself king,
God revealed
that the Messiah
would save His

meant to strengthen the faith of the
Apostles and prepare them for the
Passion. The Transfiguration reminds
us that however difficult this life may
be there is unimaginable glory that
awaits us in Heaven.

people by His own
death and ~ 8
Resurrection.
The
Transfiguration was

Feasts & %
Celebrations

February 3 - St. Blaise (316). A
bishop in fourth-century Turkey, St.
Blaise was arrested for being a
Christian. On his way to jail, he
healed a young boy choking on a fish
bone. Refusing to deny his faith, the
bishop was martyred.

February 11 — Our Lady of Lourdes
(1858). A heavenly lady appeared to
St. Bernadette Soubirous, a poor girl
from a French village, and a spring
with miraculous, healing waters
emerged from a nearby cave. The lady
revealed herself as the “Immaculate

Conception,” the Blessed Virgin Mary.

February 14 - Ash Wednesday. The
first day of Lent. Ashes of old palms
are placed on the forehead as a sign
of penance. It's also a day of
abstinence from meat and fasting -
one regular meal and two small
meals that together don't equal a full
meal.

February 22 - The Chair of St.
Peter. Marking St. Peter’s
establishment of
the Holy See, on
this festival we
thank God for His
Church and pray
for its holy
preservation.

distance between us and God. Make sure you have
not withheld mortal sins in prior Confessions,
either intentionally or accidentally. If you become
aware that you have, confess them and leave the
confessional a new man or woman.
Have I completed the assigned penance?
The Sacrament is meant to change us.
Purposefully make amends and continue your
resolutions to realign your life to the Gospel.
Seeking Reconciliation often and staying in a
V\ state of grace helps us become holier people

2 Why should we
A offer it up”?

When tempted to complain about
suffering, we may be encouraged to “offer
itup” instead. This act of surrender carries
incredible spiritual power.

A share in Christ’s Cross. Because Jesus
is God, His suffering and sacrifice have
infinite value. When we unite even our

small sufferings to Jesus’

suffering, it takes on an
infinite value in helping
Him to save souls.
Spiritual “strength
training.” When we offer
our sufferings to God, He is able to work
on our hearts. Suffering for others helps
us to become less selfish and more
compassionate, less hard-hearted and
more patient, less self-indulgent and more
generous. Our hearts emerge more
Christ-like, and better able to love.

Prudence is needed. Under most
circumstances, encouragement to “offer it
up” works as a spiritual discipline for
inconveniences or mild suffering.
Sometimes, however, remediation or
professional help may be needed. God
sees the sincerity of our love so we can
still offer our suffering to Him and yet
take constructive action to remediate
whatever is causing the suffering. Be
prudent.

O -
Our Mission
To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.

Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.growinginfaith.com
(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from
the Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible)

© Copyright 2024 Success Publishing & Media, LLC




DI10CESE OF DES MOINES

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

SEEK HIS I-'.\t'l-.&
PSALM 27:8

January 25, 2024
Dear Friends in Christ,

On the weekend of February 10 & 11, 2024, a collection for the Parish Solidarity Fund will be
taken. This special fund has been used to help parishes in dire emergencies such as St. Mary
Parish at Hamburg after severe flooding destroyed their parish center. During the Covid-19
Pandemic, this funding supported parishes and schools most impacted by the pause of normal
activities and funding opportunities.

The purpose of this fund is to support and further the mission of the Diocese of Des Moines to
serve the people of God in Southwest lowa. Parishes of the Diocese contribute to this fund,
which is held by the Catholic Foundation of Southwest lowa until a need arises that cannot be
met by the most local parish or faith community.

This giving opportunity fosters unity and strength among all 80 parishes of the Diocese of Des
Moines, ensuring they continue to serve as beacons of hope and support for their communities,
even in times of struggle. With your donation, we can be assured if an emergency arises, funding
is available, enabling our parishes to carry out their mission of serving the people of Southwest
lowa without interruption, continuing to make an impact on the lives of those they serve.

In consultation with diocesan and parish leaders of the Diocese of Des Moines, | discern when
funds from the Parish Solidarity Fund may be used and when collections for the fund are
requested to meet the mission need. By coming together to support parishes and communities in
our own Diocese in need, we can create a network of resilient and thriving parish communities
that continue to uplift the spirit of all who seek support and guidance.

Your generous hearts have always responded to special appeals for support. Once again, | ask
you to join me in reaching out to our sisters and brothers throughout our Diocese knowing
together our contributions will make a real difference.

Faithfully in Christ,

%%% e

Most Rev.“William M. Joensen, Ph.D.
Bishop of Des Moines

Enclosure

601 Grand Ave.  Des Moines, 1A 50309 « Tel. (515) 237-5039 - Fax (515) 237-5071
www.dmdiocese.org ¢ bishop@dmdiocese.org
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