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MASS TIMES:

Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule

Saturday Evening: 5:30 PM (April to September)
4:00 PM (October to March)

Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM

Holidays: As announced in the bulletin

Reconciliation: First Saturday evening before Mass

ST. COLUMBANUS

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Weston, IA

St. Columbanus Catholic Church
22720 Weston Ave

Underwood, IA 51576-3920
Served from Neola

MASS TIMES:

Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM

Holidays: As announced in the bulletin
Reconciliation by appointment

February 1/2, 2025
Presentation of the Lord

READING I Malachi 3:1-4
PSALM 24: Who is this king of glory? It is the Lord!
READING II Hebrews 2:14-18
GOSPEL Luke 2:22-40

February 8/9, 2025
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
READING I Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8
PSALM 138: In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.

READING II 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
GOSPEL Luke 5:1-11

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.
When forty days had passed since Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph brought
him to the temple to consecrate him to the Lord, as was required by Law.
While they were there, the Holy Spirit guided the elderly Simeon and Anna to
the baby, whom they recognized as Messiah and Savior. Exultantly they
testified to his destiny. Gathered here today by the Holy Spirit, may we too
encounter Christ in this place of worship, recognizing him in the breaking of
the bread.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

It’s not every day that we get to hear from three different prophets, let alone
three who see the Lord physically present in the temple. For Malachi, it’s
anticipatory: he foresees the day when the Lord will come to the temple to
purify the people of the covenant. In the case of Simeon and Anna, they
recognize the Messiah in the temple though he is not even six weeks old.
Moved by the Spirit, Simeon testifies that in the baby he sees salvation. Like
the prophets, we hope that one day we too will see our Savior.

In many countries, particularly in Europe, today’s feast is celebrated as
Candlemas, named for the candles that are blessed today. They serve as
symbols of Christ, the light of the world. When the infant Jesus was presented
to the Lord in the temple, his identity and mission were revealed to the elderly
Simeon and the prophet Anna, as a light reveals the contents of a room. If we
listen carefully to Simeon’s testimony, we hear that Christ’s light revealed
both good and bad, things both joyful and heartbreaking. Though Jesus would
bring salvation and glory, many in Israel would fall and Mary herself would
be pierced as by a sword. We recall Malachi’s bracing words regarding
purification and sacrifice. Jesus shines a light on our redemption, but also on
the cross we must bear.

Question of the Week

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

How do I see myself as Simeon or Anna, encountering Christ in my place of
worship?




Weekday Masses

Calendar of Events:

Feb3- StBlaise - Marvin & Deanna Huebner................ 8:30 AM Feb3- St. Blaise Day Mass, 8:30 am, blessing of the throats
Feb4- Joe Colpitts ... ... R 8:30 AM Feb5- Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm
Feb5- St ColumbanusParish........................... 6:00 PM Feb 6 - First Thursday Adoration & Reconciliation, 6:30-7:30 pm
e ? e Feb9-  Children's Mass
‘Wee . Ee-mf ﬂ?lasiz Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am
Feb8- St Patrick Parish - Charles & Mary Alice Caster . . .. . . . 4:00 PM Eeg 1; ; E.asga' COU.FCL'. Mfgt'”ﬁ’ sttpglt”c"’ 6?5000 b
Feb9- St Columbanus Parish - Lolita Sanchez . ............. 8:00 AM ey c- st ReconaliationEucharst Lass, b-1 pm
Feb9- St Patrick Parish - Andy Ring .. .......ooovvvvenn... 9:30 AM Feb 16-  Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am
Feb 18-  Finance Council Meeting, St Patrick, 6:00 pm
FEBRUARY 8,2025-4:00PM  FEBRUARY 9, 2025 - 9:30 AM Feb19-  Finance/Pastoral Council Meeting, St Columbanus, after Mass
Lector - Corey Hough Lector - 4th Grade Class Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm
Servers - None Servers - Alexandra Nye . -
Charles Williams Feb 22/23 - Annual Diocesan Appeal weekend
EME- David Mann EME-  Shannon Nye Feb23-  Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am
Travis Bolte Jenny Hall High School Class, 6:30 pm
Andrea Bolte Chad Harder Mar1-  First Saturday Mass, 8:30 am
FE_BRUARYSH!'ZODZS -4:00 PM FELBRUARY ;ﬁ 2025 -NQ:30 AM Reconciliation, 3:00-3:45 pm
ector - Stacie Denning ector - Shannon Nye Mar2-  Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am
Servers - None Servers - Samantha Nye
Alexandra Nye
EME -  Eric Busch EME-  Kari Kunze Offering Report Last Week  Fiscal Year to Date
Brittany Busch Max Kozeal Sunday Envelopes $ 1,630.00 $ 67,714.00
Norm Baker Kaitlin Kozeal Open Offering $ 216.00 $ 6,059.60
FEBRUARY 22, 2025 - 4:00 PM FEBRUARY 23, 2025 - 9:30 AM Children’s Offering $ 4.00 $ 582.51
Lector - Mary Fischer Lector-  Amy Ausdemore Solidarity Fund $ 318.00 $ 318.00
Servers - None Servers - Emma Sweeney
Kenadi Dunn Memorial Calendar
EME - Sco?t Brooks EME - S_hannon Nye Feb 2 - World Day for Consecrated Life
David Mann Liz Lyons National Day of Prayer for the African-American family
Maureen Mann Roberta Morse Groundhog Day
TITHE COUNTERS . . .
Feb2- Mark Pogge Anne Brummett Jim Mahlberg Feb 3 - Memor¥al of St. Blaise - Blessing of Throats
Feb9- Peggy Thielen Kevin Nye Roberta Morse Memorial of St. Ansgar
Feb 16 - Dani Baxter Rita Heinen Roger Hall Feb5- Memorial of St. Agatha _
Feb 23 - Mark Pogge Sue Stenlund Jim Mahlberg Feb 6- Memorial of St. Paul Miki and Companions
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Feb 8 - Memorial of St. Jerome Emiliani
Feb 2- Jeannie Disalvo Jennifer Fischer Memorial of St. Josephine Bakhita
Feb9- Carolyn McDermott Norm Baker Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Feb 16 - Stacie Denning Carolyn McDermott National Day of Prayer & Awareness
Feb 23 - Jeannie Disalvo Roberta Morse against Human Trafficking
PARISH AUCTION: Thank you to all who participated in any way at our Parish | DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Auction this past weekend. Auctioneers, coordinators, workers, those who
donated food & auction items, those who purchased items & the clean up
crew. Your help made this year's auction another huge success.
Congratulations to the $50 drawing winners: Emily Leaders, Rhett Kramer, Joe
Busch, Don Galloway, Julie Fischer, and Shannon Nye.

ST. PATRICK SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION: St. Patrick Catholic Church of
Neola, |A scholarship application is now available. Applicants will need to pick
up and fill out two forms. Application and Sacrament information sheet must be
obtained in person, by the applicant only, from only Father Julius. Forms are
not available online and will not be mailed nor emailed out. Forms must be
submitted in person, by the applicant only, to only Father Julius. Mailed,
emailed, scanned or faxed forms will not be accepted. Forms must be submit-
ted before 3:00 pm CST on April 11, 2025. This scholarship is not associated
with any other scholarships.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS - EDUCATION SAVINGS ACCOUNTS: Did you know
that starting with the 2025-2026 school year, ALL lowa students in grades PK-
12 will be eligible for an Education Savings Account (ESA)? Families who
enroll their children in a Diocese of Des Moines Catholic School can receive
approximately $7,800 per child, per school year to help cover tuition costs by
applying for an ESA. ESA funds are renewed annually, as long as families
reapply each year, and any unused funds roll over year to year. These funds
remain available for the child until high school graduation or age 20.

*St. Patrick’s parish community extends prayerful sympathy to the family of
Frankie Tiarks, whose celebration of Life is being celebrated on Sunday (11
am - 1 pm) in our parish hall. May she rest in peace.

*St. Patrick’s parish community also extends prayerful sympathy to the
family of Kevin Corrin, whose celebration of Life will be celebrated on
Wednesday evening (5-7 pm) in our parish hall. May he rest in peace.

PALMS: If you have old Palms that you would like burnt and used for Ash
Wednesday, they can be left in the basket in the sacristy until February 23rd.
And mark your calendars for Lent to begin on March 5 with Ash Wednesday.

LENT / FISH FRYS: Lent is right around the corner with Ash Wednesday
being March 5th. We need more help with the Fish Fry’s this year. If you are
able to help in any capacity, please contact the parish office at 712-485-2750.

RENOWN BIBLICAL SCHOLAR: St. Francis of Assisi Church in West Des
Moines is excited to host Dr. Scott Hahn on Saturday, March 1. A former
Presbyterian minister turned Catholic, Dr. Hahn is one of the most respected
Bible scholars and theologians in America. Visit SFAprayers.com/hahn.

PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY WITH FR. DAN KIRBY: Fr. Dan Kirby & Fr. Mike
Mahoney will be taking a group to ltaly for a Pilgrimage October 20-29, 2025.
For more info or to signup, please visit: www.traveltymepilgrimages.com/
pilgrimage-to-italy-jubilee-year-with-father-dan-kirby




L Neola Lions present

rofthe 1()ly

Super Pizza Sumlur e

Sunday, February 9, 2025

J@UTH 2000 | Februaty 2123, 2025

104 Fourth Street
Neola, IA
Pick up 12:30-4:00 pm YOUTH 2000 leads young people to a personal

encounter with Jesus Christ in the Eucharist; to
live and proclaim the Gospel message with joy
and enthusiasm; and to become evangelizers of
the New Lvangelization.

YOUTH 2000 RETREAT SCHEDULE
St. Francis of Assisi, West Des Moines, IA

Friday, February 21 6:30 PM to 10:30 PM
Ba ked’ or Saturday, February 22 9:00 AM to 10:00 PM
unbaked...you Sunday, February 23 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM
decide!

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

The registration fee is $60 per person. This registration fee
includes Saturday lunch and dinner. All participants must
complete a Liability Release Form. If the participant is under 18,
a parent or legal guardian must sign.

Order NOW B
from any Lion or call

402-490-8645 or 485-2430

Scan the QR code to learn more and register or
visit www.dmdiocese.org/youth2000

il I B N B B .
February Birthdays Tyler Dempsey 10 Bria.n Heinen 18 Travis Bolte . 25
_ Penny Eckmann 10 Sheila Pedersen 19 Grace Schoening 26
Jim Cook 1 Jan Reineke 11 Elena Brummett 19 Jeff Harris 26
Bryce Leonard 1 Tom Greiner 12 Mary Helen Greiner 20 Carol Garcia 27
Margaret Schroeder 2 Jared Baker 12 Sue Ausdemore 20 Marissa Anderson 27
Luke Stolz 2 Ethan Alfers 12 Jim Mahlberg 20 Kailynn Brecher 27
Betty Masker 3 Kylie Alfers 12 Diane Osbahr 20 Nathan Bettes 27
Fr.ed. Grote 3 Kristin McCall 13 Lynette Oberdorfer 20 Eric Hough 28
William Buckholdt 3 Scarlett Baragary 13 Luke Pearson 20 Gavin Baker 28
ghys_l';ou%h ‘5} Austin Ehlers 14 Vincent Stolz 20 Steve Jensen 29
andi Pauley Rick Craft 14 Georgia Sparks 20
Jace Zabel 5 Diana Ring 15 Marley Johnsen 21 February
gor%ia.ttz:\”lzlye 2 Deb Hurd 16 Carson Harris 22 Anniversaries
ecilla 1homas Kari Kunze 16 Cassie Harris 23
Tuesday Ortman 6 Michaela Berg 17 Tyler Kozeal 23 ]P:ggl 8% ]lng gil;lrd 3
Cameron Stunkard 6 Madison Slobodnik 17 Lance Parish 23 Vern & ]ac)l,de B%:rtelsen 8
Casey Baragary 7 Kyla Corrin 17 Sophia Hazen 23 Tim & Emily Leaders 9
Kaylynn Harris 7 Karis Corrin 17 Cora Hanson 23 Matt & Jamie Ryba 13
James Berg 7 Alexander Corrin 17 Dan Disalvo 24 Tom & Terryl Greiner ~ 23
Mary Ann Thomas 9 Case Gross 17 Heather Dempsey 24 Alex & Ashley Lopez 24
Tom Turner 9 Grant Scott 17 Andrew Schnitker 24 , ,
Ali Fletcher 9 Roger Hall 18 Rick Grote 25 *Pleas:e contact the parish office
Matt Michels 10 if we missed anyone.

We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a
registration form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Julius for an appointment.

For information about Baptism, Sacrament of the Sick, Pastoral Visitations, Reconciliation, RCIA, Marriage, Adoration, or the Prayer
Chain, please visit our website at https://stpatricksneola.com/ or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750.




Phoenix House

Domestic Violence
Shelter

712-256-2059

HOY | Kl LNOSKI

UNERAL CREMATORY

b1l

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director

mike@hoyfuneral.com
Phone 712.256.9988
www.hoyfuneral.com

1221 N 16th St
Co Bluffs IA 51501

Joe Turner

CCA. TSP. NAICC. IICCA

. &

GIS Soil Sampling : Crop Scouting : Manure & Nutrient
Management Plans : Yield Monitor Sales & Service : GPS
Mapping : Agronomic Recommendations : Crop Insuance

Turner's Ag Consulting Co.

301 Front St
PO Box 301
Neola la 51559

Phone 713-310-0633
Fax 712-485-2052

mm Sales & Service

SUkup

Grain Bins, Buildings, Electrical & Concrete Work
712-485-2677 7este, ue 800-377-1685

New York Life Ins. Co. -
Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance,
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs

*Registered Representative offering securities
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency.
Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC®
Phone: 402-496-6446

e In Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm
= *Certain Annuities issued by New York
T Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation

MIDSTATES

Neola Minden
300 Front St 301 Broadway St
712-485-2245  712-483-2611

FDic

uﬂder
FRED ROD!NBURG

Rodenburgconstruction@yahoo.com

614 5th street

Neola lowa 51559

NBRIGH GROTE
w:a_

Brich-GroteAuction.com
Rick (402) 690-4620 » Dean (402) 618-4384
Live Auction * On-Line Auction
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding

| Bonkosbility »oRE 0PTIONS. HORE SERWCE, MORE YA LUIKG,

¢ % J.Joseph Narmi

Attorney at Law

712-323-8000

jnarmi@iabar.org
www.NarmiLaw.com

\ 1 v ’11 SAINT ALBERT
' / WE ARE YOUR
§ § Cut er- O Nel . CATHOLIC SCHOOLS PARISH SCHOOL!
JPC AND SONS N\ MEYER-WOODRING . e 6 ook
Funeral Home & Crematory 400 Gleason Ave serving 'j'_i“,,e'm M
/  CONSTRUCTION S g
Web: www.saintalbertschools.org

/ JASONCOOK  402-510-2599 712-322-7779 _.
’ / NEO‘A, IA 545 WI"OW AVe Twitter: @StAlbertSchools S—alnt ‘A'lbert
/ Council Bluffs 1A 51503 e o st ; Crmoricwons
PULVERENTE Catholic Charities

MONUMENT CoO.

Personal Service * No Pressure Sales

MONUM&NTS

RYAN OR KIMBERLY NORTON
(402) 341-2452
pulverentemonument@hotmail.com
www.pulverentemonument.com

1439 South 13th Street ® Omaha, Nebraska 68108

®

WESTERN IOWA WIRELESS

Affordable high speed wireless internet

712-485-7200 www.wiaw.net

Neola, Ia 51559

105 3rd Street

YUFS)

Chemicals - Propane

David Kramer

PH:(712)566-2191 26530 Idlewood Road
www.ufslic.net McClelland, IA 51548

Council Bluffs, IA
Marriage, Family and
Pregnancy Counseling

712-328-3086
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org

Ben & Katie Ausdemore
402-639-9072 402-639-8980

AusCorp..

Helping You Protect & Grow

Pioneer Seed - Crop Insurance

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC
Daniel P. Fischer

Attorney at Law

daniel@kohorstlaw.com
Phone: (712) 755-3156 | Fax: (712) 755-7404
602 Market Street, Suite 101, Hatlan, IA 51537

~KELLY'S

CARPET & FURNITURE

COUNCIL BLUFFS * LINCOLN
(712) 328-2424
Deann@kellyscarpet.com

HURD CONSTRUCTION
JOHN & DEB HURD

SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK
21596 225th St
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
Home: 712-566-2475
Cell: 402-680-8578

Independent Travel Agent

® 402.915.1777
% awayawaits@gmail.com
& www.awayawaits.com

€) www.facebook.com/awayawaits

€0 PRIMROSE.

RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES

DANIELLE DOEBELIN
Sales Director
Office (712) 352-1111 - Cell (402) 618-2059

5-sd@primroseretirement.com

1801 East Kanesville Blvd., Council Bluffs, IA 51503 «

www.PrimroseRetirement.com (&}

Fax (712) 352-0145

E
EE

712-363-7522
bertelsenbeef@outlook.com
bertelsenbeef.com

Good Quality Handmade
Items For Sale

. Receiving Blankets
. Burp Clothes

. Dog Ropes
. Dog Blankets

Fary Long
712-245-5441 (call or tevt)
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Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

February 2025

St. Patrick's Church, Neola and St. Columbanus Church, Weston

One Minute
Meditations

St. Jerome Emiliani
St. Jerome led a wayward life
while a soldier until he was
captured in battle and turned
back to God. Soon after returning
to Venice, he began studying
for the priesthood and was
3 ordained in 1518. With the
3 devastation from the war
came famine and plague.
At his own expense, St.
Jerome cared for the victims
left behind, especially the
children. For this purpose,
he and some companions
founded the Clerks Regulars
of Somasca, in Somasca,
Italy.

Imitating Christ in the
world

When Jesus said, “I am the
way” (John 14:6), He meant
for us to follow Him and
live as He lived. He ate, slept,
worked, and cared for friends
and family, much like we do.
Now, ordinary life, lived in
union with Christ, can be an
opportunity of grace for us.

“All the feasts in the
Church’s calendar are events
of remembrance and hence

events of hope.”
Pope Benedict XVI

e =
[ ey

“l choose

Our time on Earth is but a fleeting
moment compared to the vastness
of eternity. Yet, we often prioritize
earthly concerns over preparing for
Heaven. Jesus reminds us of the
right priority: “Seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you besides”
(Matthew 6:33). When we put God
first, He faithfully provides for our
every need.

What are your true priorities?
Your daily routine is a reflection
of your heart. Pause and consider:
What consumes your time and
energy? The things that dominate
your schedule are the true indicators
of your priorities. If they are pulling
you away from God, it’s time to
reevaluate and make a change.

Where do you turn for guidance?
When faced with decisions, do you
seek advice from friends, social
media, or colleagues, or do you turn

Rev. Julius Itamid, Administrator

Heaven!”

to prayer and Scripture? Aligning our
choices with God’s wisdom leads to
lasting fulfillment and peace. Resolve
to trust His direction over the fleeting
opinions of the world. When we
place our decisions in His hands, we
can move forward with confidence.

Do you trust God with your
happiness? God's promises assure
us of His perfect plan: “For I know
well the plans I have in mind for you,
says the Lord, plans for your welfare,
not for woe, plans to give you a future
full of hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). If
trusting Him feels difficult, invite
Him into your doubts and fears.
Ask Him to reveal His goodness and
faithfulness—He will answer, because
He is always near.

Refocus your heart and trust
God'’s plan for your life. Let go of
distractions, realign your priorities,
and step into the peace that comes
from seeking Him first.

Why Do
catholics
po That

The Catholic Church teaches
that Baptism is the gateway to the

Christian life, marking the beginning

of our communion with God.
Through this Sacrament, we are
adopted as God's children and
permanently sealed as His own.
Baptism transforms us into new
creations, opening our hearts to

© Copyright 2025 Success Publishing & Media, LLC All Rights Reserved

Why
0| baptized once?

are Catholics only

grace, strengthening us against sin,
and deepening our love for God
and others (Catechism of the Catholic
Church, #1121).

Because this sacred mark is
everlasting, Baptism is received only
once, signifying our eternal bond
with God and call to holiness.
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Trusting God in unexpected moments

Imagine you're at a wedding celebration for your
friends. The atmosphere is lively, the music is playing,
and everyone is enjoying themselves—until you
overhear a troubling conversation. The kitchen has
run out of wine. Due to an oversight, the caterers
didn’t bring enough, and with all the stores closed, the

situation seems hopeless. What now?

“They have no wine” (John 2:3). Moments of crisis
can catch us off guard, but they don’t have to shake us.
When Mary encountered this dilemma at the wedding
in Cana, she didn't panic or place blame. Instead, she
turned to the one she knew could help—her Son, Jesus.

With confidence, she simply informed Him of the need,
trusting fully in His ability to provide.

“Do whatever He tells you” (John 2:5). These profound
words, Mary's last recorded in Scripture, offer us a
powerful lesson. When we bring our problems to God,
He often invites us to be part of the solution. Trusting

Him means being open to His direction, even when it

from

cripture

In this Gospel passage, Jesus
challenges our natural sense of
fairness by commanding us to
“love your enemies ... lend expecting
nothing in return ... and forgive.”
These teachings contrast with the
Old Testament principle of “an eye
for an eye,” which aimed to prevent
excessive punishment, and the idea
of exchanging favors as a sign of
gratitude.

However, human justice can lead
to destructive cycles of retaliation
and diminish the sincerity of
generosity. When giving is tied to
expectations, it becomes difficult

Luke 6:27-38, The demands
of merciful love

to discern whether kindness is
motivated by love or the hope of
something in return.

Jesus invites us to embrace God’s
justice—one that surpasses human
understanding. God’s love is not
conditional or transactional; it is
generous, selfless, and freely given to
all, regardless of merit.

As children of God, we are called
to reflect His love by extending
kindness, forgiveness, and generosity
without expectation. In doing so,
we move beyond human limitations
and participate in God'’s perfect
justice.

Feasts & &
Celebraﬁons@

February 2 - The Presentation
of the Lord. In accordance with
the Law of Moses, Mary and Joseph
brought Jesus to the Temple forty
days after His birth, and Simeon
praised God for revealing the long-
awaited Savior (Luke 2:29-32).

February 10 - St. Scholastica
(543). Twin sister to St. Benedict,
St. Scholastica established a
community of religious women
about five miles from her brother’s
monastery.

February 17 - The Seven Holy
Founders (13th century). Seven

[talian noblemen who withdrew
from the immorality of the times
to live in prayer, simplicity and
penance. Their order, the Servants
of Mary, was later approved by the
Holy See in 1304.

February 23 - St. Polycarp (155).
Bishop of Smyrna, Asia-Minor,
Polycarp was a disciple of the
apostle St. John the Evangelist, and a
friend of St. Ignatius of Antioch. He
faithfully cared for his flock despite
being surrounded by pagans and a
government opposed to his religion.
Before he was martyred, he thanked
God for making him worthy of a
martyr’s death.

leads to unexpected actions. The servants at Cana likely
didn't anticipate filling massive jars with water, yet their
obedience led to an extraordinary outcome—the finest
wine, far surpassing anything they could have imagined.
With God, the impossible becomes possible.

What do icons offer
to our devotional

Icons are a revered form of sacred
art. These sacred images carry a
deep historical and theological
significance, rich in symbolism and
spiritual depth. Recognizable by
their distinctive “flattened” style,
vivid colors, and frequent use of
gold backgrounds, icons often depict
significant events from the lives of
Jesus, Mary, and the saints, offering
a window into their mystical and
spiritual dimensions.

At first glance, the stylized, two-
dimensional nature of icons, coupled
with the direct gaze of the figures, can
feel unfamiliar or even challenging
to engage with in prayer. It is often
recommended to begin by spending
just five minutes a day in quiet
reflection before an icon, gradually
increasing the duration over time.
There is no need to rush—prayer with
icons is a contemplative journey, and
as we remain open and attentive, the
Holy Spirit gradually unveils their
deeper meaning to us.

To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.

Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.infaithpublishing.com
(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from the
Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible -
Revised)
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