
 
ST. PATRICK 
   CATHOLIC CHURCH 
         Neola, IA 

 

Parish Office:  
    712.485.2750 
    office@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Priest Office: 
    712.485.2753 
    priest@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Faith Formation:  
     712.485.2754 
     dre@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Parish Hall: 
     712.485.2433 
 

Website: 
            www.stpatricksneola.com  
 
 St. Patrick Catholic Church 
 310 Avon Street 
 P.O. Box 127 
 Neola, IA 51559 
 
Administrator:  Rev. Julius Itamid 
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Scott Brooks 
Faith Formation Director:  Shannon Nye 
Business Manager:  RaeShelle Jensen 
 
  MASS TIMES: 
  Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule 
  Saturday Evening:  5:30 PM (April to September) 
 4:00 PM (October to March) 
  Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM 
  Holidays: As announced in the bulletin 
  Reconciliation: First Saturday evening before Mass 
 

           
ST. COLUMBANUS 
   CATHOLIC CHURCH 
          Weston, IA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  St. Columbanus Catholic Church 
 22720 Weston Ave 
 Underwood, IA 51576-3920 
 Served from Neola 
 
  MASS TIMES: 
  Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM  
  Holidays: As announced in the bulletin 
  Reconciliation by appointment 

December 7/8, 2024 
Second Sunday of Advent 

READING I  Baruch 5:1-9 
PSALM: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

READING II  Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 
GOSPEL  Luke 3:1-6 

 

        December 9, 2024   December 14/15, 2024 
    Immaculate Conception  Third Sunday of Advent 
     READING I  Genesis 3:9-15, 20 READING I  Zephaniah 3:14-18a 
  PSALM: Sing to the Lord a new song,    PSALM: Cry out with joy and 
     for he has done marvelous deeds.    gladness: for among you is the  
   READING II  Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12     great and Holy One of Israel. 
            GOSPEL  Luke 1:26-38   READING II  Philippians 4:4-7 
           GOSPEL  Luke 3:10-18 

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

“Make straight his paths,” we hear John the Baptist proclaim today. How do 
we do so? John’s primary message throughout the whole region answers that 
question: We must repent of our sins. Our sins are the obstacles that block the 
path of the Lord, that make it more difficult for him to enter our hearts. True 
repentance allows for God’s forgiveness to clear those obstacles, to make 
straight the Lord’s path into our heart. Let us resolve today to repent of our 
failings and seek God’s forgiveness.  

Question of the Week 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

What do I need to repent of in order to cross the main chasm that separates me 
from God? 

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Who better than John the Baptist to guide us during this season of preparation 
for Jesus’ coming? Today we see John travel throughout the region      
proclaiming a baptism of repentance and recalling the prophecy of Isaiah.    
Baruch’s prophecy, which we hear in the first reading, echoes Isaiah as well. 
All three trumpet God’s mercy and forgiveness as they envision the coming of 
the Lord. Let us heed their call.  
 

From Baruch and Isaiah to John the Baptist and Jesus himself, those whom 
God has sent have given witness to how God transforms the world. Baruch 
proclaims that God transforms mourning and misery to splendor and joy 
much as Jesus later promises comfort to all those who mourn. Baruch     
promises that God would bring mercy and justice, and indeed Jesus brings 
both, promising it to all who show mercy and who hunger for righteousness. 
Ultimately, Jesus transforms the world by bringing salvation and making it 
accessible to all. As Baruch, Isaiah, and John preach, make the mountains low 
and filling in the valleys and gorges will smooth the way to the kingdom of 
God.  

Second Sunday of Advent 



Calendar of Events: 
Dec 9 - Immaculate Conception Mass, St Patrick, 6:30 pm (Holy Day     

of Obligation - Dec 8th does not transfer to the holy day) 
Dec 11 - Reconciliation Night, St Columbanus, 5:30 pm 
 First Reconciliation/Eucharist Class, 6:30 pm 
Dec 14 - Old Fashion Christmas, 4:00 pm (see next page) 
 Community Choir Performance, St Patrick Church, 7:00 pm 
Dec 15 - Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am 
 JH/HS Parent Café, parish hall, 10:45-11:45 am (see next pg) 
 Decorate Church, St Columbanus, after 8:00 am Mass 
Dec 17 - Reconciliation Night, St Patrick, 7:00 pm 
Dec 18 - Decorate Church, St Patrick, 9:00 am 
 Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm 
Dec 22 - No Faith Formation or High School Classes 
Dec 24 - Christmas Eve Mass Schedule: 
      St Patrick Neola, 4:00 pm 
      St Columbanus Weston, 8:00 pm 
      St Patrick Neola, 10:00 pm 
Dec 25 - Christmas Day Mass, St Patrick, 9:30 am 
Dec 26-31 - No Daily Masses 
Dec 29 - Opening Mass for Jubilee Year, St Ambrose Cathedral, 3 pm 
 No Faith Formation or High School Classes 
Jan 1 - New Year’s Day Mass, 6:30 pm 

—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
Offering Report        Last	Week								Fiscal	Year	to	Date 
   Sunday Envelopes $ 2,690.00 $ 47,774.00 
   Open Offering  $ 166.00 $ 4,224.60 
   Children’s Offering $ 21.00 $ 407.51 
—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
Memorial Calendar 
 Dec 9 - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the  
       Blessed Virgin Mary  
 Dec 10 - Memorial of Our Lady of Loreto 
  International Human Rights Day 
 Dec 11 - Memorial of St. Damasus I 
 Dec 12 - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 Dec 13 - Memorial of St. Lucy 
 Dec 14 - Memorial of St. John of the Cross 
—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
FAITH FORMATION PARENT’S CAFÉ: December 15th we will be hosting a 
Parent's Cafe for the 6th through 12th grade parents. We are requesting   
every parent with a child in grade 6th through 12th join our Parent team in the 
hall during faith formation to discuss some important items involving your 
child's future Faith Formation and talking topics for you as well. We need your 
input! There are only 4 questions. We will have donuts and rolls. The middle 
school parents will meet on one side and the high school parents on the   
other. Please make sure to attend this important event. Your input will decide 
how our new Faith Formation program will look starting NEXT YEAR!  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
BAPTISM ANNOUNCEMENTS: Through the holy waters of Baptism, the   
following children were baptized into the Catholic Faith and this parish       
community. We welcome them to our parish family with great joy! May the 
Spirit of God be their guide.  
 Conor Francis Carlson, son of Mick & Kristen (Powell) Carlson 
 Scarlett Mae Baragary, daughter of Casey & Anna (Busch) Baragary 
 Sutton Dean Baragary, son of Casey & Anna (Busch) Baragary 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS: Women and men have dedicated 
their lives to service - praying, teaching, and caring for those in need - usually 
for little to no pay. Today, their religious communities do not have enough 
retirement savings. Your donation provides for the essential care, medicine, 
and daily needs of thousands of senior women and men religious. Please 
give generously to the Retirement Fund for Religious this weekend.  

Weekday Masses 
  Dec 9 - Immaculate Conception Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:30 PM 
  Dec 10 - Jerry Konz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM 
  Dec 11 - St Columbanus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 PM 
  Dec 12 - Michael Powell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM 
  Day 13 - Herb Brich . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8:30 AM 
Weekend Masses 
  Dec 14 - St. Patrick Parish - Barb Corrin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:00 PM 
  Dec 15 - St. Columbanus Parish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8:00 AM 
  Dec 15 - St. Patrick Parish - Bernard Denning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 AM 
——————————————————————————————————- 

DECEMBER 9, 2024 - 6:30 PM - IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
   Lector - Shannon Nye 
   EME - Scott Brooks, Roberta Morse, Amy Ausdemore 
 

DECEMBER 14, 2024 - 4:00 PM DECEMBER 15, 2024 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Ashley Lopez Lector -  Rita Heinen 
   Servers - None  Servers -  Charlie & Elena Brummett 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Max Kozeal 
 Bryan Weidner  Angie Kozeal 
 Roberta Morse   Emily Leaders 
 

DECEMBER 21, 2024 - 4:00 PM DECEMBER 22, 2024 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Mary Fischer Lector -  Lynette Oberdorfer 
   Servers - None  Servers -  Angelina Oberdorfer 
   Grace Shively 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Norm Baker 
 David Mann  Liz Lyons 
 Maureen Mann  Shannon Nye 
 

DECEMBER 24. 2024 - CHRISTMAS EVE - 4:00 PM 
   Lector, Servers & EME - Volunteers Needed 
 

DECEMBER 24. 2024 - CHRISTMAS EVE - 10:00 PM 
   Lector, Servers & EME - Volunteers Needed 
 

DECEMBER 25. 2024 - CHRISTMAS DAY - 9:30 AM 
   Lector, Servers & EME - Volunteers Needed 
 

DECEMBER 28, 2024 - 4:00 PM DECEMBER 29, 2024 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Stacie Denning Lector -  Lucy Elsener 
   Servers - None  Servers -  Emma Sweeney & Vivian Gross 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Rhea Gross 
 Mary Ann Thomas  Geri Bjorling 
 Bonnie Wredt  Jody Cook 
 

TITHE COUNTERS   
   Dec 8 - Anne Brummett Jim Mahlberg Kevin Nye 
   Dec 15 - Mark Pogge Sue Stenlund Peggy Thielen 
   Dec 22 - Cecilia Powell Dani Baxter Roger Hall 
   Dec 29 - Diane Rodenburg Anne Brummett Rita Heinen 
 

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS      
   Dec 8 - Liz Lyons Stacie Denning 
   Dec 15 - Jeannie Disalvo Carolyn McDermott 
   Dec 22 - Liz Lyons Roberta Morse 
   Dec 29 - Norm Baker Jennifer Fischer 
——————————————————————————————————- 
 



We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a    
registration form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Julius for an appointment. 
 

For information about Baptism, Sacrament of the Sick, Pastoral Visitations, Reconciliation, RCIA, Marriage, Adoration, or the Prayer 
Chain, please visit our website at https://stpatricksneola.com/ or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750. 

 December	Birthdays	
 

Fred Rodenburg 1 
Andrea Bolte 1 
Manuel Lopez 2 
Pat Masker 3 
Laura Lefeber 3 
Lily Schroeder 3 
Owen Lopez 3 
Mike Eckrich 6 
Ava McGargill 6 
Harper Ausdemore 6 
Reid Hemmingsen 6 
Joe Wredt 8 
Carter Dollen 8 
Jayden Johnson 8 
Diane Whannell 9 
Mike Minahan 9 
Kris Schnitker 9 

Donna Boyer 9 
Roberta Morse 10 
Brandon Scherer 10 
Nicholas Hanson 10 
Bryce Patten 11 
Gail Pogge 12 
Andrew Berg 12 
Emily Scriven 13 
Babetta Lucke 14 
Frances Tiarks 14 
Amy Wingert 14 
Jonathon Franke 14 
Kaitlyn Reed 14 
Cliff Katzer 15 
Joann Kenealy 15 
Cecilia Powell 15 
Marsha Wellman 15 
Max Kozeal 15 
Rhea Gross 15 

Wayne Corrin 16 
Joe Turner 16 
Chase Ryan 17 
Peggy Ausdemore 17 
Jesse Pauley 18 
Jodie Houchin 20 
Isabel Wilson 22 
Alicia Sweeney 23 
Emily Leaders 25 
Brandon Pape 25 
Kenneth McDonald 26 
Mary Lefeber 26 
Eric Wingert 26 
Maida Carlson 26 
Miranda Oberdorfer 27 
Scott Dollen 28 
Leighton Johnson 28 
Mary Lefeber 29 
Beth McCollough 29 

Noah Daniel 29 
Donald Denning 30 
Blake Scott 30 
Davian Almonte 31 
Fabian Skretta 31 
Kathleen Wollenhaupt 31 
Alex Wilson 31 
Gray Andersen 31 
 

December	
Anniversaries	

	

Scott & Jaime Konz 1 
Dean & Terri Schnitker 3 
David & Mary Lefeber 4 
Jim & Ann Taylor 23 
Eric & Heidi Hough 29 
 

*Please contact the parish of ice  
if we missed anyone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 St. Patrick’s is in charge of the Soup Supper this year. 
 We need desserts (pies, bars, cupcakes, etc). These can be delivered to the Parish Hall on    

Saturday, December 14th. 
 Volunteers Needed: 
 Food Prep: Friday, December 13, 9:00 am 
 Preparation: Saturday, December 14, 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
 Serving: Saturday, December 14, 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
 Clean-up: Saturday, December 14, 7:00 pm to ? 

 Please contact the parish office at 712.485.2750 with any questions. 

MINISTERS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES: 
Please see the sign-up sheet in the back of church or 
contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
POINSETTIAS: If you would like to make a donation 
(perhaps in memory of a loved one) towards the cost of 
the Poinsettias that adorn our altar during the Christmas 
season, please put your donation in an envelope and 
mark it “Poinsettias”. Drop the envelope in the collection 
basket or deliver it to the parish office by December 17.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
CHRISTMAS EVE LIVE NATIVITY: This year at 4:00 
Christmas Eve Mass, we will have a Live Nativity. We 
need to know how many children will be attending this 
Mass and would like to participate. To sign up, please go 
to this l ink: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0A4DAAAE22ABF4C25-53448351-live#/  We will 
have practice after 9:30 Mass on December 22nd in the 
church.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
RECONCILIATION NIGHTS:  
 St Columbanus Weston, December 11, 5:30 pm 
 St Patrick Neola, December 17, 7:00 pm 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
DECORATING CHURCHES: 
 St Columbanus Weston, December 15, after Mass 
 St Patrick Neola, December 18, 9:00 am 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
Christmas Mass Schedule: 

4:00 pm, Christmas Eve, St Patrick Neola 
8:00 pm, Christmas Eve, St Columbanus Weston 
10:00 pm, Christmas Eve, St Patrick Neola 
9:30 am, Christmas Day, St Patrick Neola 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
REMINDER: With the end of the year fast approaching, 
you are reminded that your 2024 tithes need to be in the 
collection basket by the weekend of December 28/29 to 
get posted for the current year. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
CALENDARS: The 2025 Calendars are available in the     
entrances of church. Please take as many as needed. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS - PARISHIONER ENROLLMENT STARTS DECEMBER 1: At the     
Diocese of Des Moines Catholic Schools, our students experience nurturing and innovative    
environments where smaller class sizes foster big dreams. Plus, with Education Savings       
Accounts, an education at our schools might be more affordable than you think! All K-12 Iowa 
students qualify for an ESA for the 2025-2026 school year. Parishioner enrollment begins   
December 1. Schedule your visit today at dmdiocese.org/grow. 



 

Phoenix House 
 

Domestic Violence  
Shelter 

 

712-256-2059 

  
 

  
 

 

  

 

 

712-322-7779 
545 Willow Ave 

Council Bluffs IA 51503 

 

 

 

HURD CONSTRUCTION 
JOHN & DEB HURD 

 

SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE 
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK 

 

21596 225th St 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

Home: 712-566-2475 
Cell: 402-680-8578 

 
 

 
 

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC 
 

Daniel P. Fischer 
 Attorney at Law 

 

daniel@kohorstlaw.com  

Phone: (712) 755-3156 │ Fax: (712) 755-7404 

602 Market Street, Suite 101, Harlan, IA 51537 

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director 

mike@hoyfuneral.com 
 Phone 712.256.9988  
www.hoyfuneral.com 

1221 N 16th St 
Co Bluffs IA 51501 

Catholic Charities  
Council Bluffs, IA 

Marriage, Family and  
Pregnancy Counseling  

712-328-3086 
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org 

New York Life Ins. Co. - 
Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance, 
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs 
 

*Registered Representative offering securities 
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member 
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency. 
 

Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC® 
Phone: 402-496-6446 

 

In Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm 
*Certain Annuities issued by New York 
Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation  

 
 
 
 

 
(712) 328-2424 

Deann@kellyscarpet.com  

Brich-GroteAuction.com 
Rick (402) 690-4620 • Dean (402) 618-4384 

Live Auction   •   On-Line Auction 
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding 



Faith Conversations
The Second Week of Advent

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.
Sunday Gospel: Luke 3:1-6

This week, the theme of our Sunday readings calls us to prepare for Jesus’ coming. While there’s
overlap from last week, this is another facet: first, consciousness, and now active preparation. Oh,
we’re usually active alright this time of year! But don’t be fooled. What if the active part was actually
about quieting ourselves and practicing an interior posture to receive? A letting go, so that God
himself can actively prepare the way, his way, in our hearts. and through us, to the world?

Adult reflection for the week

conversation & Prayer starters

week 2 prayer

Advent
Living

Merciful God, use our daily circumstances to help us be people that see and welcome your coming.
You prepare the way in our hearts, in your way. Amen.

SUNDAY
What kinds of things do we prepare for? What actions are
involved? What “in-actions” get us ready? (resting, clearing
our minds to focus, listening, etc.)

MONDAY
Preparation is gradual. Do you like the process or do you
wish you could get right to the “event”? How does the
outcome, or your experience of the “event” depend on your
preparation beforehand?

TUESDAY
Sit in the dark a minute. What does it make you think and
feel? We often think of darkness as something scary, lonely,
and to be avoided. When is it helpful? What can we learn
from it? Jesus is the Light, but we can also find him when in
darkness.

WEDNESDAY
Wise preparation starts with the end in mind. What is the
“end goal” of Advent? Of life? How does this guide our
preparations?

THURSDAY
In Sunday’s 2nd reading, St. Paul speaks of preparing for
Jesus’ 2nd coming “confident that the one who began a
good work in you will continue to complete it.” Have you
thought about “preparation” not so much as your work, but
rather God’s work in you, to help you to become who He
made you to be? How can we do this?

FRIDAY
In week 1 we talked about God’s coming to us each day, but
often, we don’t notice him. What mountains need leveling
so we can see him - less pride, noise, fear? What gorges
need filling so we can welcome him - more mercy, trust,
kindness? How can we better recognize and prepare for his
coming to us each day?

SATURDAY
God always works in/for the individual, but in the context of
a people, a community. His coming is not just for us, but for
the whole world. How can we prepare the way for his
coming into the lives of those around us — those who know
him and those who don’t?

St. Joseph Evangelization
Center

With support from: Find this and other
resources to share at

dmdiocese.org/LivingAdvent
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