
 
ST. PATRICK 
   CATHOLIC CHURCH 
         Neola, IA 

 

Parish Office:  
    712.485.2750 
    office@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Priest Office: 
    712.485.2753 
    priest@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Faith Formation:  
     712.485.2754 
     dre@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Parish Hall: 
     712.485.2433 
 

Website: 
            www.stpatricksneola.com  
 
 St. Patrick Catholic Church 
 310 Avon Street 
 P.O. Box 127 
 Neola, IA 51559 
 
Administrator:  Rev. Julius Itamid 
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Scott Brooks 
Faith Formation Director:  Shannon Nye 
Business Manager:  RaeShelle Jensen 
 
  MASS TIMES: 
  Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule 
  Saturday Evening:  5:30 PM (April to September) 
 4:00 PM (October to March) 
  Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM 
  Holidays: As announced in the bulletin 
  Reconciliation: First Saturday evening before Mass 
 

           
ST. COLUMBANUS 
   CATHOLIC CHURCH 
          Weston, IA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  St. Columbanus Catholic Church 
 22720 Weston Ave 
 Underwood, IA 51576-3920 
 Served from Neola 
 
  MASS TIMES: 
  Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM  
  Holidays: As announced in the bulletin 
  Reconciliation by appointment 

December 6/7, 2025 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

READING I   Isaiah 11:1-10 
PSALM 72: Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever. 

READING II  Romans 15:4-9 
GOSPEL  Matthew 3:1-12 

 

 December 8, 2025 December 13/14, 2025 
 Immaculate Conception 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 READING I   Genesis 3:9-15, 20 READING I  Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 
PSALM 98: Sing to the Lord a new song,  PSALM 146: Lord, come  
 for he has done marvelous deeds. and save us. 
 READING II  Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12 READING II  James 5:7-10 
 GOSPEL  Luke 1:26-38 GOSPEL  Matthew 11:2-11 

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” So proclaimed John the  
Baptist as he prepared the world for the coming of the Messiah. We may not 
be preparing for Jesus Christ’s arrival in the flesh or plunging into the Jordan 
River, but John’s words apply just as much today as they did then. We must 
recognize and repent of our sins in order to be prepared for the Lord’s arrival 
in our lives in any way. And the kingdom of heaven is still at hand, glimpsed 
when we are reconciled with God and our neighbor. May we hear John’s 
words as if they were directed to us here and now.  

Question of the Week 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

How can my family live together more harmoniously? What can I do to help 
make this happen? 

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Each Sunday of Advent this year, the first reading is taken from the book of 
the prophet Isaiah and the Gospel is from Matthew. Matthew’s Gospel     
consistently portrays Jesus and his mission as a fulfillment of the promise 
God made to the Chosen People. Therefore, Matthews strives to connect the 
dots between Isaiah, the paramount prophet of the Hebrew scriptures, and 
Jesus Christ. Today we hear Isaiah and John the Baptist describe in terms   
poetic and practical the coming of God’s chosen one. May their words 
strengthen our anticipation of our preparation for the Lord’s coming.  
 

In the story of creation, God created animals of all kinds: birds of the sky, 
fish in the waters, wild and tame animals on land. God looked at it all and 
pronounced it good. No mention is made of wild animals preying on smaller 
animals or any two animals attacking each other. Eden was a paradise. In  
order to portray the effect of a Messiah coming to Judah, Isaiah recalls the 
harmonious interactions of animals in Eden. This is God’s plan of       
coexistence among the myriad species of beasts. This is God’s peaceable 
kingdom. This is a model of the kind of kingdom Isaiah prophesies, John   
proclaims, and Jesus presents. 

2nd Sunday of Advent 



Weekday Masses 
  Dec 8 -  St. Patrick - Immaculate Conception Mass -  
     Edward & Rose Catherine McDonald-Leonard . . . . . . . 6:30 PM 
  Dec 9 - No Mass 
  Dec 10 - St. Columbanus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 PM 
  Dec 11 - No Mass 
  Dec 12 - St. Patrick - Jerry Konz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8:30 AM 
Weekend Masses 
  Dec 13 - St. Patrick Parish -  Ray & Loretta Stinn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:00 PM 
  Dec 14 - St. Patrick Parish - Mary Baker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 AM 
  Dec 14 - St. Columbanus Parish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 AM 
——————————————————————————————————- 

 DECEMBER 8, 2025 - 6:30 PM - IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
   Lector - Jenny Hall 
   Servers - None 
   EME - David Mann, Maureen Mann, & Geri Bjorling 
 

 DECEMBER 13 2025 - 4:00 PM DECEMBER 14, 2025 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Ashley Lopez Lector -  6th Grade Class 
   Servers - None Servers -  Jordan Harder / Kaden Kozeal 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Scott Brooks 
 Maureen Mann  Chad Harder 
 Bonnie Wredt  Samantha Nye 
 

DECEMBER 20, 2025 - 4:00 PM DECEMBER 21, 2025 - 9:30 AM 
   Lectors - David Mann Lectors - Matt Brummett 
   Servers - None Servers -  Maysen Lausen 
   Ali Leaders 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Emily Leaders 
 Eric Busch  Shannon Nye 
 Kari Kunze  Rhea Gross 
 

DECEMBER 24, 2025 - 4:00 PM - CHRISTMAS EVE 
   Lectors -  Volunteer Needed 
   Servers - Charles Williams & Thomas Sweeney 
   EME - Scott Brooks - 2 more volunteers needed 
 

DECEMBER 24, 2025 - 10:00 PM - CHRISTMAS EVE 
   Lectors, Servers & EMEs -  Volunteers Needed 
 

DECEMBER 25, 2025 - 9:30 AM - CHRISTMAS DAY 
   Lectors, Servers & EMEs -  Volunteers Needed 
 

DECEMBER 27, 2025 - 4:00 PM DECEMBER 28, 2025 - 9:30 AM 
   Lectors - Max Michels Lectors - Rita Heinen 
   Servers - None Servers -  Emma & Thomas Sweeney 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Emily Leaders 
 Dave Mann  Liz Lyons 
 Maureen Mann  Roberta Morse 
 

TITHE COUNTERS   
   Dec 7 - Roberta Morse Diane Rodenburg Dani Baxter 
   Dec 14 - Mark Pogge Sue Stenlund Anne Brummett 
   Dec 21 - Roger Hall Rita Heinen Jim Mahlberg 
   Dec 28 - Roberta Morse Kevin Nye Mark Pogge 
 

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS      
   Dec 7 - Samantha Nye Jennifer Fischer 
   Dec 14 - Carolyn McDermott Roberta Morse 
   Dec 21 - Samantha Nye Jennifer Fischer 
   Dec 28 - Liz Lyons Carolyn McDermott 
——————————————————————————————————- 
FLEECE: The High School Students will be making fleece blankets for the 
homeless Sunday, December 14th. If you have large pieces of fleece that 
would work good on these blankets and would like to donate them, please 
contact the parish office. Let’s help the students make lots of blankets. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
RELIGIOUS RETIREMENT: “Thanks to your generosity, we can provide the 
very best care to the sisters in our community,” says Sister M. Stephanie  
Belgeri, 73, a member of the Sisters of St. Francis of the Martyr St. George in 
Alton, Illinois. Donations to the Retirement Fund for Religious provide housing, 
medical assistance, and essential support for thousands of aging religious. 
Please consider giving next week. (See bulletin insert for a letter from Bishop 
Joensen.) 

Calendar of Events: 
Dec 8 - Immaculate Conception Mass, 6:30 pm, St Patrick Neola 
Dec 13 - Old Fashion Christmas (see insert) 
Dec 13/14 - Religious Retirement Collection 
Dec  14 - Third Sunday of Advent 
 Children’s Mass 
 Faith Formation Classes, 10:35-11:35 am 
 Rooted Families, after 9:30 Mass 
 Coffee & Rolls, Hall, after 9:30 Mass 
 High School Class, 6:30 pm 
Dec 16 - Decorate Church for Christmas, St Patrick, after 9:30 am Mass 
 Communal Penance, St Patrick, 7:00 pm 
Dec 17 - Communal Penance, St Columbanus, 5:00 pm 
 Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm 
Dec 21 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 No Faith Formation Classes 
 Live Nativity practice, after 9:30 Mass 
 Decorate Church for Christmas, St Columbanus, after Mass 
Dec 24 -  Christmas Eve Mass Schedule: 
  St Patrick Neola, 4:00 pm (Rosary begins at 3:15 pm) 
  St Columbanus Weston, 8:00 pm 
  St Patrick Neola, 10:00 pm 
Dec 25 -  Christmas Day Mass, St Patrick, 9:30 am 
Dec 26-31 - No Daily Masses 
Dec 28 -  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 No Faith Formation or High School Classes 
Jan 1 -  New Year’s Day Mass, 6:30 pm 
 No First Thursday Adoration & Reconciliation 
Jan 3 - Reconciliation, 3:00-3:45 pm 
 Dinner for Deacon Scott’s BD, after 4:00 pm Mass 
Jan 4 - The Epiphany of the Lord 
 Confirmation Rite of Commitment, 9:30 am Mass 
 Faith Formation Classes, 10:35-11:35 am 
Jan 11 - The Baptism of the Lord / Children’s Mass 
 All Family Faith Formation & High School Class, after Mass 

—————————————–————————–-————————–-——— 
Offering Report         Last	Week								Fiscal	Year	to	Date 
   Sunday Envelopes $ 1,190.00 $ 38,203.84 
   Open Offering  $ 155.00 $ 3,413.50 
   Children’s Offering $ 20.00 $ 303.00 
—————————————–————————–-————————–-——— 
Memorial Calendar 
 Dec 7 - Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
 Dec 8 - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
     Blessed Virgin Mary (holy day of obligation) 
 Dec 9 - Memorial of St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
 Dec 10 - Memorial of Our Lady of Loreto 
  International Human Rights Day 
 Dec 11 - Memorial of St. Damasus I 
 Dec 12 - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 Dec 13 - Memorial of St. Lucy 
—————————————–————————–-————————–-——— 
MASS INTENTIONS: Effective January 1, 2026, the standard amount of Mass 
Intentions will be increased to $10 throughout the State of Iowa. Any Mass 
Intention received before January 1st will be honored at the current $5 rate. 
Any questions or to schedule Mass Intentions, please contact the parish    
office at 712-485-2750. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
CORPUS CHRISTI, COUNCIL BLUFFS: During each Sunday of Advent, our 
parish will be hosting Solemn Vespers—a beautiful 30-minute evening prayer 
of the Church, celebrated in English. It is a peaceful and uplifting way to enter 
into the spirit of the season, offering a moment of calm, reflection, and hope. 

We will also offer Eucharistic Adoration beginning at 4:00 p.m., followed by 
Solemn Vespers. We warmly invite everyone to join us and prepare their 
hearts for the coming of Christ. 



We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a    
registration form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Julius for an appointment. 
 

For information about Baptism, Sacrament of the Sick, Pastoral Visitations, Reconciliation, RCIA, Marriage, Adoration, or the Prayer 
Chain, please visit our website at https://stpatricksneola.com/ or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750. 

 

Frederick Rodenburg 1 
Andrea Bolte 1 
Paul McDonald 2 
Manuel Lopez 2 
Pat Masker 3 
Laura Lefeber 3 
Lily Schroeder 3 
Owen Lopez 3 
Allison Reid 5 
Mike Eckrich 6 
Ava McGargill 6 
Harper Ausdemore 6 
Denise Stuhr 6 
Joe Wredt 8 
Jayden Johnson 8 
Diane Whannell 9 

Michael Minahan 9 
Kristin Schnitker 9 
Donna Boyer 9 
Roberta Morse 10 
Brandon Scherer 10 
Nicholas Hanson 10 
Gail Pogge 12 
Andrew Berg 12 
Emily Scriven 13 
Babetta Lucke 14 
Amy Wingert 14 
Kaitlyn Reed 14 
Joann Kenealy 15 
Cecilia Powell 15 
Marsha Wellman 15 
Max Kozeal 15 

Rhea Gross 15 
Clifford Katzer 15 
Sicily Nano 15 
Wayne Corrin 16 
Joseph Turner 16 
Chase Ryan 17 
Peggy Ausdemore 17 
Jesse Pauley 18 
Denise Ryan 19 
Jodie Houchin 20 
Isabel Wilson 22 
Sally Louison 23 
Alicia Sweeney 23 
Emily Leaders 25 
Brandon Pape 25 
Kenneth McDonald 26 

Mary Lefeber (Jeff) 26 
Eric Wingert 26 
Maida Carlson 26 
Miranda Oberdorfer 27 
Scott Dollen 28 
Leighton Johnson 28 
Mary Lefeber (Dave) 29 
Beth McCollough 29 
Noah Daniel 29 
Donald Denning 30 
Blake Scott 30 
Davian Almonte 31 
Kathleen Wollenhaupt 31 
Alexander Wilson 31 
Gray Andersen 31 

Dean & Terri Schnitker 3 
David & Mary Lefeber 4 

Greg & Diana Ring 15 
Jim & Ann Taylor 23 

Dan & Gail Pogge 27 
Eric & Heidi Hough 29 

December	Anniversaries	

December	Birthdays	

NCYC: On behalf of the NCYC pilgrims, I would like to thank everyone at St 
Patrick and Columbanus and in the community for supporting us on our trip. 
Thanks to your generosity, all of our pilgrims were able to go and pay nothing 
out of pocket for room and board and the event itself.  We had a total of 16 
students, 3 chaperones, myself and Father Julius. We could not do that  
without your continued support! Our next trip is slated for November 18, 
2027. We already have students excited and hopeful to go. We will be putting 
out an interest sheet in the entrances. We will also be hosting a free will  
donation meal at the January 11th family faith formation day. I know we just 
got back but we are already trying to get as many kids that want to go to be 
able to. If you are interested in being a chaperone or your student (age 14 to 
18 at the time of the trip) to attend NCYC in 2027, please contact me. This is 
open to all students at St Patrick and Columbanus. Thank you all! God 
bless!   
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
NCYC BREAKFAST: The pilgrims, chaperones and I would like to thank the 
members of Sts Columbanus and Patrick churches, our community and   
families for helping us achieve our financial goal to get us to Indianapolis for 
the NCYC. We would like to invite you all to a breakfast on Sunday January 
11th to share with you details about our journey! We will share pictures as 
well.  

 

Exciting News from Faith Formation of ALL AGES! You asked for it. As 
part of our "Families at the Center of Faith Formation" project, we held a 
"parent cafe". We asked questions about things you would like to learn 
about. The item that was most requested was a tutorial on the Mass itself.  
 

We heard you. I am excited to announce that Sunday, January 11, we will 
have the 1st installment of our 3 lessons for the Intergenerational Family 
Faith Formation on the Mass. There will be a short 20 minute video on the 
opening of Mass and the Liturgy of the Word. We will have question and 
answer sessions. This will be immediately following the brief run down of our 
amazing trip to NCYC. This will occur for our Family Faith Formation day in 
the hall. This is open to all members of our church. If you have any        
questions, please contact Shannon in the office.  



 

Phoenix House 
 

Domestic Violence  
Shelter 

 

712-256-2059 

  
 

  
 

 

  

 

 

712-322-7779 
545 Willow Ave 

Council Bluffs IA 51503 

 

 

 

HURD CONSTRUCTION 
JOHN & DEB HURD 

 

SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE 
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK 

 

21596 225th St 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

Home: 712-566-2475 
Cell: 402-680-8578 

 
 

 
 

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC 
 

Daniel P. Fischer 
 Attorney at Law 

 

daniel@kohorstlaw.com  

Phone: (712) 755-3156 │ Fax: (712) 755-7404 

602 Market Street, Suite 101, Harlan, IA 51537 

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director 

mike@hoyfuneral.com 
 Phone 712.256.9988  
www.hoyfuneral.com 

1221 N 16th St 
Co Bluffs IA 51501 

Catholic Charities  
Council Bluffs, IA 

Marriage, Family and  
Pregnancy Counseling  

712-328-3086 
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org 

New York Life Ins. Co. - 
Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance, 
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs 
 

*Registered Representative offering securities 
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member 
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency. 
 

Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC® 
Phone: 402-496-6446 

 

In Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm 
*Certain Annuities issued by New York 
Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation  

 
 
 
 

 
(712) 328-2424 

Deann@kellyscarpet.com  

Brich-GroteAuction.com 
Rick (402) 690-4620 • Dean (402) 618-4384 

Live Auction   •   On-Line Auction 
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding 



ADVENT & CHRISTMAS RESOURCES 

St. Patrick is responsible for the Cookie Walk this year. We ask that all      
families donate 6 dozen cookies. These can be delivered to the Parish Hall on 
Friday, December 12th or Saturday, December 13th before 2:00 pm. If you 
are willing to help with the cookie walk, please contact the Parish Office at 
712.485.2750.  

ADVENT BOOKS are in the church entrances for your use at home. Please 
take as many as you need for your family. 
—————————————————————————————————— 
POINSETTIAS: If you would like to make a donation (perhaps in memory of 
a loved one) towards the cost of the Poinsettias that adorn our altar during 
the Christmas season, please put your donation in an envelope and mark it 
“Poinsettias”. Drop the envelope in the collection basket or deliver it to the 
parish office before December 21st. 
—————————————————————————————————— 
MINISTERS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES: Please see the sign-up 
sheet in the back of church or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750. 
Thank you! 
—————————————————————————————————— 
RECONCILIATION NIGHTS:  
 St Patrick Neola: Tuesday, December 16th, 7:00 pm 
 St Columbanus Weston: Wednesday, December 17th, 5:00 pm 

—————————————————————————————————— 
CHRISTMAS EVE LIVE NATIVITY: We will be doing the Live Nativity at 
4:00 Christmas Eve Mass again this year. If your child would like to         
participate, please put their name on the sign up sheet in the main entrance 
of church. We will practice on Sunday, December 21st after 9:30 am Mass. 
—————————————————————————————————— 
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS SCHEDULE: 
 4:00 pm, Christmas Eve, St Patrick Neola 
 8:00 pm, Christmas Eve, St Columbanus Weston 
 10:00 pm, Christmas Eve, St Patrick Neola 
 9:30 am, Christmas Day, St Patrick Neola  

—————————————————————————————————— 
YEAR-END CONTRIBUTIONS: With the end of the year fast approaching, 
you are reminded that your 2025 tithes need to be in the collection basket by 
the weekend of December 27/28 to get posted for the current year. If mailing 
your donation, it’s the postmark that matters when determining whether a 
donation can still count in 2025. All contributions postmarked by December 
31st quality as a contribution for 2025. The check date does not matter.  





 

601 Grand Ave.  ●  Des Moines, IA 50309  ●  Tel. (515) 237-5039  ●  Fax (515) 216-3329 

www.dmdiocese.org  ●  bishopdsm@dmdiocese.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2025 

 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

This December 13-14, our Diocese will again participate in the annual Retirement Fund for 

Religious Collection.  This important annual appeal benefits more than 20,500 senior religious 

women and men who have dedicated their lives in service to the Church. 

 

The Diocese of Des Moines has been especially blessed throughout our history by the presence 

of many women religious.  A shining witness has been provided by the Sisters of Charity of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary (BVMs) who came to the United States in 1843.  They eventually arrived 

in Des Moines in 1865 when they began teaching at St. Ambrose School--46 years before our 

Diocese was officially established. 

 

In subsequent years, more than 1100 BVMs have served throughout our Diocese, concluding this 

past September when Sr. Sandra Rodemyer retired to the BVM Motherhouse in Dubuque.  I was 

reminded of their rich history recently when a family member of Sr. Mary Maxima Curoe, BVM, 

shared her obituary.  The story of her funeral in 1896 at St. Ambrose indicated that she had 

taught at that school for seventeen years before her unexpected death at the age of forty. 

 

How blessed our Diocese has been by the presence of the BVM Sisters for 160 years and 

numerous other religious communities in our history!  I speak on behalf of all the religious who 

compose this noble legacy in thanking you for your ongoing support.  May the Spirit who helps 

conceive our Savior prompt you to ponder making a gift to this year’s collection, and may the 

graces of this Holy Season be yours in abundance. 

 

Faithfully in Christ, 

 

 

 

Most Rev. William M. Joensen, Ph.D. 

Bishop of Des Moines  

 

Attachment 
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