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MASS TIMES:

Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule

Saturday Evening: 5:30 PM (April to September)
4:00 PM (October to March)

Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM

Holidays: As announced in the bulletin

Reconciliation: First Saturday evening before Mass

ST. COLUMBANUS

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Weston, IA

St. Columbanus Catholic Church
22720 Weston Ave

Underwood, IA 51576-3920
Served from Neola

MASS TIMES:

Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM

Holidays: As announced in the bulletin
Reconciliation by appointment

December 14/15, 2024
Third Sunday of Advent

READING I Zephaniah 3:14-18a
PSALM: Cry out with joy and gladness:
for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.
READING II Philippians 4:4-7
GOSPEL Luke 3:10-18

December 21/22, 2024

Fourth Sunday of Advent
READING I Micah 5:1-4a
PSALM 80: Lord, make us turn to you,
let us see your face and we shall be saved.
READING II Hebrews 10:5-10
GOSPEL Luke 1:39-45

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.
We will hear it at least a few times over the next two weeks: “It’s better to
give than to receive.” We recognize this when we see the expressions of joy
in a child’s face or tears of appreciation from a parent or spouse when they
open a gift we’ve give them. Jesus himself said the same words to his
disciples, though in a context more like the one we hear today with John the
Baptist preaching to the crowds to share what they have with those who have
less. As we prepare for the Lord’s coming, let us share from the bounty the
Lord has blessed us with and give to those in need. In our hearts, may we
continually relearn the blessings of giving.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

We hear Paul say, “The Lord is near,” in the second reading today and we can
count so many ways this is so. We’re just ten days away from Christmas, for
one. In a little while we will receive the Lord in the Eucharist. The Lord is
here when two or more gather in his name. The Lord is near to us always, by
virtue of our baptism. Right now, the Lord is here in the form of God’s word.
Warmed by the Lord’s presence, let us listen for his voice in the words of
scripture.

John the Baptist emerged from the desert, as we heard last week, calling for
all people to repent and be baptized, for the kingdom of God was at hand.
Indeed, the kingdom of God, as enfleshed in Jesus Christ, was drawing near.
The crowds have practical questions about what they should do beyond
repenting and getting baptized by John. So John gives them concrete advice.
Do you have an extra cloak or extra food? Share it with those who have none.
Are you working for the Roman government in order to get by? Don’t steal or
lie in the course of your work. In these practical ways, anyone can prepare for
the coming of the Lord, the coming of the kingdom, then or now.

Question of the Week

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

What will help remind me to try to see the Lord in those in need?

Third Sundayof Advént ‘-
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Weekday Masses
Dec 16 - No Mass

Dec17- EileenDenning . ...... ...t 8:30 AM

Dec18- StColumbanus ..................cciiiiiiin... 6:00 PM

Dec 19 - No Mass

Day20- ClareRingDelanty ..................cooiiiiii... 8:30 AM
Weekend Masses

Dec 21 - St. Patrick Parish - LindaRing...................... 4:00 PM

Dec 22 - St. Columbanus Parish - Doug & Denny Ryan . ... .. ... 8:00 AM

Dec 22 - St. Patrick Parish - Fritz & Vel Wellman ... ............ 9:30 AM

DECEMBER 21, 2024-4:00PM  DECEMBER 22, 2024 - 9:30 AM

Lector - Mary Fischer Lector-  Lynette Oberdorfer
Servers - None Servers - Angelina Oberdorfer
Grace Shively
EME -  Scott Brooks EME-  Norm Baker
David Mann Liz Lyons

Maureen Mann Shannon Nye

DECEMBER 24. 2024 - CHRISTMAS EVE - 4:00 PM
Lector - 1 Volunteer Needed
Servers - Emma Sweeney - 1 More Volunteer Needed
EME -  Scott Brooks, Eric Busch & Brittany Busch

DECEMBER 24. 2024 - CHRISTMAS EVE - 10:00 PM
Lector - RaeShelle Jensen
Servers - 2 Volunteers Needed
EME -  Scott Brooks - 2 More Volunteers Needed

DECEMBER 25. 2024 - CHRISTMAS DAY - 9:30 AM
Lector - 1 Volunteer Needed
Servers - 2 Volunteers Needed
EME -  Scott Brooks, Roberta Morse - 1 More Volunteer Needed

DECEMBER 28, 2024 - 4:00 PM DECEMBER 29, 2024 - 9:30 AM
Lector - Stacie Denning Lector- Lucy Elsener
Servers - None Servers - Emma Sweeney & Vivian Gross
EME -  Scott Brooks EME-  Rhea Gross
Mary Ann Thomas Geri Bjorling
Bonnie Wredt Jody Cook

JANUARY 1, 2025 - NEW YEARS DAY - 6:30 PM
Lector - Jenny Hall
EME -  Scott Brooks, Norm Baker, Geri Bjorling

JANUARY 4, 2025 - 4:00 PM JANUARY 5, 2025 - 9:30 AM
Lector - Ashley Lopez Lector-  Confirmation Students
Servers - None Servers - Haley & Lauren Harder

EME -  Scott Brooks EME-  Jody Cook

Andrea Bolte Rhea Gross

Travis Bolte Chad Harder

TITHE COUNTERS

Dec 15 - Mark Pogge Sue Stenlund Peggy Thielen
Dec 22 - Cecilia Powell Dani Baxter Roger Hall
Dec 29 - Diane Rodenburg Anne Brummett Rita Heinen
Jan5-  Sue Stelund Peggy Thielen Dani Baxter

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Dec 15 - Jeannie Disalvo
Dec 22 - Liz Lyons
Dec 29 - Norm Baker
Jan5- Stacie Denning

Carolyn McDermott
Roberta Morse
Jennifer Fischer
Jeannie Disalvo

ROSARY: While walking between Weston and Underwood, Chuck Waters
found a beautiful crystal beaded rosary. If you know of anyone missing their
rosary, please contact the parish office.

PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY WITH FR. DAN KIRBY: Fr. Dan Kirby and Fr. Mike
Mahoney will be taking a group to Italy for a Pilgrimage October 20-29, 2025.
For more information or to sign up, please \visit: https:/
www traveltymepilgrimages.com/pilgrimage-to-italy-jubilee-year-with-father-
dan-kirby

Calendar of Events:

Dec 17-  Reconciliation Night, St Patrick, 7:00 pm
Dec 18-  Decorate Church, St Patrick, 9:00 am
Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm

Dec22-  No Faith Formation or High School Classes
Dec 24 -  Christmas Eve Mass Schedule:

St Patrick Neola, 4:00 pm

St Columbanus Weston, 8:00 pm

St Patrick Neola, 10:00 pm
Dec25-  Christmas Day Mass, St Patrick, 9:30 am

Dec 26-31 - No Daily Masses

Dec29-  Opening Mass for Jubilee Year, St Ambrose Cathedral, 3 pm
No Faith Formation or High School Classes
Jan1- New Year's Day Mass, 6:30 pm
Jan 2 - First Thursday Adoration & Reconciliation, 6:30-7:30 pm
Jan4 - First Saturday Mass, 8:30 am
Reconciliation, 3:00-3:45 pm
Jan 5 - Confirmation Rite of Commitment, 9:30 am Mass
Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am
Birth to 5th Grade Parent Café, Parish Hall, after 9:30 Mass
Jan 8 - Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm
Jan12-  Children’s Mass
Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am
High School Class, 6:30 pm
Offering Report Last Week  Fiscal Year to Date
Sunday Envelopes $ 3,085.00 $ 50,859.00
Open Offering $ 159.00 $ 4,383.60
Children’s Offering $ 16.00 $ 423.51
Religious Retirement ~ $ 978.00 $ 978.00

Memorial Calendar

Dec15- Gaudete Sunday

Dec 18 - International Migrants Day

Dec 20 - International Human Solidarity Day
Dec 21 - Memorial of St. Peter Canisius

Winter Begins

BAPTISM ANNOUNCEMENTS: Through the holy waters of Baptism, Evelyn
Rose Johnson, daughter of Eugene & Rachel (Robinson) Johnson, was
baptized into the Catholic Faith and this parish community. We welcome her
to our parish family with great joy! May the Spirit of God be her guide.
RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS: “Sincere thanks to the donors of the
Retirement Fund for Religious. | hope we meet, if not in this world, then in the
next,” says Sister Teresa Korycka, 81, of the Sisters Servants of Mary
Immaculate. Your gift impacts over 24,000 senior women and men religious,
providing them a dignified retirement. If you missed the collection, you can
still send donations to the parish office.

-long celebration called Jubilee. Also known as a "Holy Year," Jubilee is a
special year of remission of sins and universal pardon. It is a time of spiritual
renewal, pilgrimage, and reconciliation that occurs every 25 years. The
concept is rooted in the biblical tradition found in the Old Testament, where a
jubilee year occurred every 50 years, and was marked by the forgiveness of
debts, liberation of slaves, and the return of land to its original owners. Bishop
William Joensen will open the Jubilee year in our Diocese with Mass at 3 p.m.
on Sunday, Dec. 29 at St. Ambrose Cathedral in Des Moines. Gather before
Mass at the Catholic Pastoral Center, 601 Grand Ave., where Mass will begin
in a similar fashion to Palm Sunday, with a procession leading to St. Ambrose
Cathedral for Mass. All are invited to this Mass. Watch for more details on our
celebration of the Jubilee year in the December edition of The Catholic Mirror.




Adopt a Family

Underwood &

For our 2024 Project Emmanuel, St.
Patrick will be adopting two Families.
One from Tri-Center and one from
Underwood.

We are asking for monetary donations
to help purchase items to make
Christmas for these two families as
wonderful as can be.

There is a box by the Baptismal Font in
church for cash and check donations or
send to the parish office. You are also
able to donate via Venmo (please be
sure to write "Adopt a Family" in the
note - see QR code below). We will
collect donations through Christmas
Day.

Christmas Mass Schedule:
4:00 pm, Christmas Eve, St Patrick
8:00 pm, Christmas Eve, St Columbanus
10:00 pm, Christmas Eve, St Patrick
9:30 am, Christmas Day, St Patrick

CHRISTMAS EVE LIVE NATIVITY: This year at 4:00 Christ-
mas Eve Mass, we will have a Live Nativity. We need to know
how many children will be attending this Mass and would like to
participate. To sign up, please go to this link: https:/
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAAAE22ABF4C25-
53448351-live#/ We will have practice after 9:30 Mass on De-
cember 22nd in the church.

POINSETTIAS: If you would like to make a donation (perhaps
in memory of a loved one) towards the cost of the Poinsettias
that adorn our altar during the Christmas season, please put
your donation in an envelope and mark it “Poinsettias”. Drop the
envelope in the collection basket or deliver it to the parish office
by December 17.

MINISTERS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES: Please
see the sign-up sheet in the back of church or contact the Par-

ish Office at 712.485.2750.

YEAR-END CONTRIBUTIONS: With
the end of the year fast approaching,
you are reminded that your 2024
tithes need to be in the collection
basket by the weekend of December
28/29 to get posted for the current
year. If mailing your donation, it’s the
postmark that matters when
determining whether a donation can
still count in 2024. All  contributions
postmarked by December 31 quality
as a contribution for 2024. The check
date does not matter.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS - ADVENT BLESSINGS FROM OUR
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: As we journey through the season of
Advent, Catholic schools across the Diocese of Des Moines are
embracing this sacred time of hope, preparation, and joy. Advent
invites us to deepen our relationship with Christ and reflect on His
presence in our lives. In our classrooms, students are participating in
special prayers, lighting Advent wreaths, and engaging in acts of
service to live out the true meaning of the season. We invite families
to join us in this season of anticipation and grace. Together, let us
focus on the light of Christ—the source of our hope and the heart of
Catholic education. On behalf of all our school communities, may this
Advent be a time of peace, faith, and renewal for your family and for
our entire Catholic school community.

December Birthdays Donna Boyer 9 Wayne Corrin 16 Noah Daniel . 29
Roberta Morse 10 Joe Turner 16 Donald Denning 30
Fred Rodenburg 1 Brandon Scherer 10 Chase Ryan 17 Blake Scott 30
Andrea Bolte 1 Nicholas Hanson 10 Peggy Ausdemore 17 Davian Almonte 31
Manuel Lopez 2 Bryce Patten 11 Jesse Pauley 18 Fabian Skretta 31
Pat Masker 3 Gail Pogge 12 Jodie Houchin 20 Kathleen Wollenhaupt 31
Laura Lefeber 3 Andrew Berg 12 Isabel Wilson 22 Alex Wilson 31
Lily Schroeder 3 Emily Scriven 13 Alicia Sweeney 23 Gray Andersen 31
Owen Lopez 3 Babetta Lucke 14 Emily Leaders 25
Mike Eckrich 6 Frances Tiarks 14 Brandon Pape 25 December
Ava McGargill 6 Amy Wingert 14 Kenneth McDonald 26 Anniversaries
Harper Ausdemore 6 Jonathon Franke 14 Mary Lefeber 26 _
Reid Hemmingsen 6 Kaitlyn Reed 14 Eric Wingert 26 Scott & Jaime Konz 1
Joe Wredt 8 Cliff Katzer 15 Maida Carlson 26 Dean & Terri Schnitker 3
Carter Dollen 8 Joann Kenealy 15 Miranda Oberdorfer 27 ]?av1d & Mary Lefeber 4
]ayden Johnson 8 Cecilia Powell 15 Scott Dollen 28 ]m_l & Am} 'T.'aylor 23
Diane Whannell 9 Marsha Wellman 15 Leighton Johnson 28 Eric & Heidi Hough 29
Ml_ke Mm?han 9 Max Kozeal 15 Mary Lefeber 29 *Please contact the parish office
Kris Schnitker 9 Rhea Gross 15 Beth McCollough 29 if we missed anyone.

We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a
registration form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Julius for an appointment.

For information about Baptism, Sacrament of the Sick, Pastoral Visitations, Reconciliation, RCIA, Marriage, Adoration, or the Prayer
Chain, please visit our website at https://stpatricksneola.com/ or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750.




Phoenix House

Domestic Violence
Shelter

712-256-2059

HOY | Kl LNOSKI

UNERAL CREMATORY

b1l

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director

mike@hoyfuneral.com
Phone 712.256.9988
www.hoyfuneral.com

1221 N 16th St
Co Bluffs IA 51501

Joe Turner

CCA. TSP. NAICC. IICCA

. ¢

GIS Soil Sampling : Crop Scouting : Manure & Nutrient
Management Plans : Yield Monitor Sales & Service : GPS
Mapping : Agronomic Recommendations : Crop Insuance

Turner's Ag Consulting Co.

301 Front St
PO Box 301
Neola la 51559

Phone 713-310-0633
Fax 712-485-2052

mm Sales & Service

SUkup

Grain Bins, Buildings, Electrical & Concrete Work
712-485-2677 7este, ue 800-377-1685

New York Life Ins. Co. -
Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance,
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs

*Registered Representative offering securities
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency.
Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC®
Phone: 402-496-6446

o In Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm
=1 *Certain Annuities issued by New York
T Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation

MIDSTATES

Neola Minden
300 Front St 301 Broadway St
712-485-2245  712-483-2611

FDic

FrED RODENBURG

Rodenburgconstruction@yahoo.com

614 5th street

Neola lowa 51559

NBRIGH GROTE
w:a_

Brich-GroteAuction.com
Rick (402) 690-4620 » Dean (402) 618-4384
Live Auction * On-Line Auction
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding

| Bonkosbility noRE 0PTIONS. HORE SERWCE, MORE YA LLING,

J. Joseph Narmi

Attorney at Law

712-323-8000

jnarmi@iabar.org
www.NarmiLaw.com

\ 1 v ’11 SAINT ALBERT
' / WE ARE YOUR
§ § Cut er- O Nel . CATHOLIC SCHOOLS PARISH SCHOOL!
JPC AND SONS \| MEYER-WOODRING Serving students 6 weeh
Funeral Home & Crematory 400 Gleason Ave St o
/  CONSTRUCTION T e
Web: www.saintalbertschools.org
JASON COOK 402-510-2599 712-322-7779 .

’ ’ NEO‘A, IA 545 Willow AVe Twitter: @StAlbertSchools S—alnt ‘A'lbert
/ Council Bluffs 1A 51503 ke prgora j S oo
PULVERENTE Catholic Charities

MONUMENT CoO.

Personal Service ® No Pressure Sales

MONUM&NTS

RYAN OR KIMBERLY NORTON
(402) 341-2452
pulverentemonument@hotmail.com
www.pulverentemonument.com

1439 South 13th Street ® Omaha, Nebraska 68108

®

WESTERN IOWA WIRELESS

Affordable high speed wireless internet

712-485-7200 www.wiaw.net

Neola, Ia 51559

105 3rd Street

YUFS)

Chemicals - Propane

David Kramer

PH:(712)566-2191 26530 Idlewood Road
www.ufslic.net McClelland, IA 51548

Council Bluffs, IA
Marriage, Family and
Pregnancy Counseling

712-328-3086
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org

Ben & Katie Ausdemore
402-639-9072 402-639-8980

AusCorp..

Helping You Protect & Grow

Pioneer Seed - Crop Insurance

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC
Daniel P. Fischer

Attorney at Law

daniel@kohorstlaw.com
Phone: (712) 755-3156 | Fax: (712) 755-7404
602 Market Street, Suite 101, Hatlan, IA 51537

~KELLY'S

CARPET & FURNITURE

COUNCIL BLUFFS  LINCOLN
(712) 328-2424
Deann@kellyscarpet.com

HURD CONSTRUCTION
JOHN & DEB HURD

SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK
21596 225th St
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
Home: 712-566-2475
Cell: 402-680-8578

Independent Travel Agent

® 402.915.1777
% awayawaits@gmail.com
& www.awayawaits.com

€) www.facebook.com/awayawaits

€0 PRIMROSE.

RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES

DANIELLE DOEBELIN
Sales Director
Office (712) 352-1111 - Cell (402) 618-2059

5-sd@primroseretirement.com

1801 East Kanesville Blvd., Council Bluffs, IA 51503 «

www.PrimroseRetirement.com (&}

Fax (712) 352-0145

E
EE

712-363-7522
bertelsenbeef@outlook.com
bertelsenbeef.com

Good Quality Handmade
Items For Sale

. Receiving Blankets
. Burp Clothes

. Dog Ropes
. Dog Blankets

Fary Long
712-245-5441 (call or tevt)




SUNDAY GOSPEL: LUKE 3:10-18

| am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than | is coming.

ADULT REFLECTION FOR THE WEEK

The readings and prayers of “Guadete Sunday” call us to rejoice as we near the celebration of Jesus’
birth. Does rejoicing mean “making oneself happy”? Is that possible? Sustainable? Happiness is a
fleeting feeling that comes in response to some stimulant - a good cup of coffee, a pleasant
interaction, a new toy. Joy is an enduring state of soul that comes from God and needs tending. To
rejoice this Advent: remember past blessings and entrust the future to God with sure hope, so as to
live the present with peace. Don't settle for happiness, seek joy!

CONVERSATION & PRAYER STARTERS
SUNDAY

What makes you happy? Stuff, success, affirmations, cookies,
a little peace & quiet. Are you happy all the time? What
makes you joyful? Is it different from happiness?

MONDAY

Happiness happens; it comes and goes. Joy endures, runs
deeper, is a grace from God. It comes from knowing
ourselves, and know-ing/trusting God. Think of a time you
had joy but not happiness. Vice versa?

TUESDAY

Sunday'’s responsorial Psalm praises God for his “glorious
achievement.” What good things has God done in your life?
In this day? Consider how reflection can foster gratitude
and joy.

WEDNESDAY

How does recalling God’s hand in the past affect how you
think about the future? Hope is being certain of the
tenderness of God and confident that all in God'’s care will
be well in the end. How is hope linked to joy?

WEEK 3 PRAYER

THURSDAY

Our past is full of both clear and hidden grace. We hope in
God'’s loving help for the future. And so let’s live our
present with peace, which Pope Francis calls “joy lived to
perfection.” Are you joyful? What prevents your joy?

FRIDAY

In Sunday’s Gospel, John the Baptist admits he’s not the
Messiah: “one mightier than | is coming”-Jesus. Humility is
living the truth that we're not God, but we are good (though
flawed), loved, and have purpose. How is humility linked to
joy?

SATURDAY

In Sunday’s 2nd reading, Paul says, “Rejoice in the Lord
always.” We can't always feel happy, but joy is always
available to us and more sustainable. Rejoicing draws from a
deep well, accessing something deeper than success,
pleasure or comfort. What/who feeds joy in you?

With Mary, we glorify you God for the great things you have done for us. Take care of our future.
Help us to live right now filled with your peace and joy. Amen.

Diocest oF DES MOINES

! CULTIVATING CONNECTIONS IN CHRIST

SH
E | €

With support from:
St. Joseph Evangelization
Center

Find this and other
resources to share at
dmdiocese.org/LivingAdvent e
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