
 
ST. PATRICK 
   CATHOLIC CHURCH 
         Neola, IA 

 

Parish Office:  
    712.485.2750 
    office@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Priest Office: 
    712.485.2753 
    priest@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Faith Formation:  
     712.485.2754 
     dre@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Parish Hall: 
     712.485.2433 
 

Website: 
            www.stpatricksneola.com  
 
 St. Patrick Catholic Church 
 310 Avon Street 
 P.O. Box 127 
 Neola, IA 51559 
 
Administrator:  Rev. Julius Itamid 
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Scott Brooks 
Faith Formation Director:  Shannon Nye 
Business Manager:  RaeShelle Jensen 
 
  MASS TIMES: 
  Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule 
  Saturday Evening:  5:30 PM (April to September) 
 4:00 PM (October to March) 
  Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM 
  Holidays: As announced in the bulletin 
  Reconciliation: First Saturday evening before Mass 
 

           
ST. COLUMBANUS 
   CATHOLIC CHURCH 
          Weston, IA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  St. Columbanus Catholic Church 
 22720 Weston Ave 
 Underwood, IA 51576-3920 
 Served from Neola 
 
  MASS TIMES: 
  Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM  
  Holidays: As announced in the bulletin 
  Reconciliation by appointment 

November 30/December 1, 2024 
First Sunday of Advent 
READING I  Jeremiah 33:14-16 

PSALM 25: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 
READING II  1 Thessalonians 3:12—4:2 

GOSPEL  Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 
 

December 7/8, 2024 
 Second Sunday of Advent 

READING I  Baruch 5:1-9 
PSALM 126: The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

READING II  Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 
GOSPEL  Luke 3:1-6 

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

On this first day of December, this first day of the season of Advent, and this 
first day of a new liturgical year, we are reminded that our relationship with 
the Lord can always begin anew. Even as we prepare for the coming of Jesus 
as an infant on Christmas night, we can also make this season an opportunity 
to receive him more deeply into our hearts and make him more central to the 
way we live our lives. Let us resolve to give Jesus a new birth in our hearts as 
we prepare for the celebration of his birth into the world.  

Question of the Week 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

What will I do to prioritize Christ’s coming over all the persistent anxieties of 
the season? Can I take ten minutes of each day this Advent to pray? 

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

The readings on this first Sunday of Advent cover Christ’s three comings.  
Jeremiah prophesies that God will send a Messiah, who will bring      
righteousness and justice to the world. Paul prays that Christ may permeate 
the hearts of the Thessalonians, increasing their love for each other and for 
all. Finally, Jesus tells his disciples that one day he will come again in glory 
to redeem all those who stand virtuously before him. May we be reminded 
that Christ came into this world two thousand years ago, will do so again at 
the end of time, but also continually comes into our world through our hearts.  
 

Realistically, is there any word that sums of the not-quite-four weeks between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas better than the word anxiety? The anxieties are 
infinite: What do I get everyone on my Christmas list? When will I decorate 
the house? When will I write all my Christmas cards? Do I have enough gift 
wrap, gift bags, bows, and tags? How many will be coming over for      
Christmas dinner? Will everybody’s plane be on time? Etc., etc. “The      
anxieties of daily life,” as Jesus put it (Luke 21:34), can overwhelm us and 
distract us from what is truly important. Each year at this time it is a challenge 
to place the Lord’s coming above all the nagging details, to prepare our hearts 
as much as we prepare our homes. Let us not forget that Christ’s true home is 
within our hearts.  



Calendar of Events: 
Dec 4 - Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm 
Dec 5 - NACC Blood Drive, 1-6 pm 
 First Thursday Adoration & Reconciliation, 6:30-7:30 pm 
Dec 7/8 - Retirement Fund for Religious Collection 
Dec 7 - First Saturday Mass, 8:30 am 
 Advent Retreat with Fr. Emmanuel, 12:30 pm (see next page) 
 Reconciliation before Mass, 3:00-3:45 pm 
Dec 8 - Children’s Mass 
 Advent Family Faith Formation Day, parish hall, 10:45-11:45 
Dec 9 - Immaculate Conception Mass, St Patrick, 6:30 pm (Holy Day 

of Obligation - Dec 8th does not transfer to the holy day) 
Dec 11 - Reconciliation Night, St Columbanus, 5:30 pm 
 First Reconciliation/Eucharist Class, 6:30 pm 
Dec 14 - Old Fashion Christmas, 4:00 pm (see next page) 
 Community Choir Performance, St Patrick Church, 7:00 pm 
Dec 15 - Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am 
 JH/HS Parent Café, parish hall, 10:45-11:45 am (see below) 
Dec 17 - Reconciliation Night, St Patrick, 7:00 pm 
Dec 18 - Decorate Church, St Patrick, 9:00 am 
 Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm 
Dec 22 - No Faith Formation or High School Classes 

—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
Offering Report        Last	Week								Fiscal	Year	to	Date 
   Sunday Envelopes $ 1,805.00 $ 45,084.00 
   Open Offering  $ 123.00 $ 4,058.60 
   Children’s Offering $ 20.31 $ 386.51 
—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
Memorial Calendar 
 Dec 3 - Memorial of St. Francis Xavier 
  International Day of Persons with Disabilities 
 Dec 4 - Memorial of St. John Damascene 
 Dec 6 - Memorial of St. Nicholas 
 Dec 7 - Memorial of St. Ambrose 
  Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
FAITH FORMATION PARENT’S CAFÉ: December 15th we will be hosting a 
Parent's Cafe for the 6th through 12th grade parents. We are requesting   
every parent with a child in grade 6th through 12th join our Parent team in the 
hall during faith formation to discuss some important items involving your 
child's future Faith Formation and talking topics for you as well. We need your 
input! There are only 4 questions. We will have donuts and rolls. The middle 
school parents will meet on one side and the high school parents on the   
other. Please make sure to attend this important event. Your input will decide 
how our new Faith Formation program will look starting NEXT YEAR!  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Weekday Masses 
  Dec 2 - No Mass 
  Dec 3 - Ray & Loretta Stinn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM 
  Dec 4 - St Columbanus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 PM 
  Dec 5 - No Mass 
  Day 6 - Rob Osbahr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM 
Weekend Masses 
  Dec 7 - St. Patrick Parish - Bernard Alfers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM 
  Dec 7 - St. Patrick Parish - Joe & Norman Wellman  . . . . . . . . . . . 4:00 PM 
  Dec 8 - St. Columbanus Parish -  
      Edward & Rose Catherine McDonald-Leonard . . . . . . . 8:00 AM 
  Dec 8 - St. Patrick Parish - Rita Honz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 AM 
——————————————————————————————————- 

DECEMBER 7. 2024 - 4:00 PM DECEMBER 8, 2024 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Amy Ausdemore Lector -  6th Grade Class 
   Servers - None  Servers - Hadyn & Regan Ausdemore  
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Shannon Nye 
 David Mann  Jenny Hall 
 Maureen Mann  Chad Harder 
DECEMBER 9, 2024 - 6:30 PM - IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
   Lector - Shannon Nye 
   EME - Scott Brooks, Roberta Morse, Amy Ausdemore 
DECEMBER 14, 2024 - 4:00 PM DECEMBER 15, 2024 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Ashley Lopez Lector -  Rita Heinen 
   Servers - None  Servers -  Charlie & Elena Brummett 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Max Kozeal 
 Bryan Weidner  Angie Kozeal 
 Roberta Morse   Emily Leaders 
DECEMBER 21, 2024 - 4:00 PM DECEMBER 22, 2024 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Mary Fischer Lector -  Lynette Oberdorfer 
   Servers - None  Servers -  Angelina Oberdorfer 
   Grace Shively 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Norm Baker 
 David Mann  Liz Lyons 
 Maureen Mann  Shannon Nye 
TITHE COUNTERS   
   Dec 1 - Dani Baxter Rita Heinen Roberta Morse 
   Dec 8 - Anne Brummett Jim Mahlberg Kevin Nye 
   Dec 15 - Mark Pogge Sue Stenlund Peggy Thielen 
   Dec 22 - Cecilia Powell Dani Baxter Roger Hall 
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS      
   Dec 1 - Jennifer Fischer Roberta Morse 
   Dec 8 - Liz Lyons Stacie Denning 
   Dec 15 - Jeannie Disalvo Carolyn McDermott 
   Dec 22 - Liz Lyons Roberta Morse 
——————————————————————————————————- 
MINISTERS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES: Please see the sign-up 
sheet in the back of church or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
POINSETTIAS: If you would like to make a donation (perhaps in memory of a 
loved one) towards the cost of the Poinsettias that adorn our altar during the 
Christmas season, please put your donation in an envelope and mark it 
“Poinsettias”. Drop the envelope in the collection basket or deliver it to the 
parish office before December 17th.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
CHRISTMAS EVE LIVE NATIVITY: This year at 4:00 Christmas Eve Mass,   
we will have a Live Nativity. We need to know how many children will be   
attending this Mass and would like to participate. To sign up, please go to this 
link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DAAAE22ABF4C25-53448351-
live#/   We will have practice after 9:30 Mass on December 22nd in the church.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS: “Your support acknowledges that we 
continue the mission of Christ even in our retirement,” says Mission Helpers of 
the Sacred Heart Sister Celeste Burgos, 80. Donations provide for the care, 
medicine, and daily needs of over 24,000 senior sisters, brothers, and       
religious order priests who have dedicated their lives to service. Please give to 
the Retirement Fund for Religious next weekend. (See insert for letter from 
Bishop Joensen.) 



We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a    
registration form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Julius for an appointment. 
 

For information about Baptism, Sacrament of the Sick, Pastoral Visitations, Reconciliation, RCIA, Marriage, Adoration, or the Prayer 
Chain, please visit our website at https://stpatricksneola.com/ or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750. 

 December	Birthdays	
 

Fred Rodenburg 1 
Andrea Bolte 1 
Manuel Lopez 2 
Pat Masker 3 
Laura Lefeber 3 
Lily Schroeder 3 
Owen Lopez 3 
Mike Eckrich 6 
Ava McGargill 6 
Harper Ausdemore 6 
Reid Hemmingsen 6 
Joe Wredt 8 
Carter Dollen 8 
Jayden Johnson 8 
Diane Whannell 9 
Mike Minahan 9 
Kris Schnitker 9 

Donna Boyer 9 
Roberta Morse 10 
Brandon Scherer 10 
Nicholas Hanson 10 
Bryce Patten 11 
Gail Pogge 12 
Andrew Berg 12 
Emily Scriven 13 
Babetta Lucke 14 
Frances Tiarks 14 
Amy Wingert 14 
Jonathon Franke 14 
Kaitlyn Reed 14 
Cliff Katzer 15 
Joann Kenealy 15 
Cecilia Powell 15 
Marsha Wellman 15 
Max Kozeal 15 
Rhea Gross 15 

Wayne Corrin 16 
Joe Turner 16 
Chase Ryan 17 
Peggy Ausdemore 17 
Jesse Pauley 18 
Jodie Houchin 20 
Isabel Wilson 22 
Alicia Sweeney 23 
Emily Leaders 25 
Brandon Pape 25 
Kenneth McDonald 26 
Mary Lefeber 26 
Eric Wingert 26 
Maida Carlson 26 
Miranda Oberdorfer 27 
Scott Dollen 28 
Leighton Johnson 28 
Mary Lefeber 29 
Beth McCollough 29 

Noah Daniel 29 
Donald Denning 30 
Blake Scott 30 
Davian Almonte 31 
Fabian Skretta 31 
Kathleen Wollenhaupt 31 
Alex Wilson 31 
Gray Andersen 31 
 

December	
Anniversaries	

	

Scott & Jaime Konz 1 
Dean & Terri Schnitker 3 
David & Mary Lefeber 4 
Jim & Ann Taylor 23 
Eric & Heidi Hough 29 
 

*Please contact the parish of ice if 
we missed anyone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 St. Patrick’s is in charge of the Soup Supper this year. 
 We need desserts (pies, bars, cupcakes, etc). These can be delivered to the Parish Hall on    

Saturday, December 14th. 
 Volunteers Needed: 
 Food Prep: Friday, December 13, 9:00 am 
 Preparation: Saturday, December 14, 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
 Serving: Saturday, December 14, 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
 Clean-up: Saturday, December 14, 7:00 pm to ? 

 Please contact the parish office at 712.485.2750 with any questions. 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule: 
 

4:00 pm, Christmas Eve, St Patrick Neola 
8:00 pm, Christmas Eve, St Columbanus Weston 
10:00 pm, Christmas Eve, St Patrick Neola 
9:30 am, Christmas Day, St Patrick Neola 

FAITH FORMATION ADVENT EVENT - DECEMBER 8th: Our kids have been practicing 
a very beautiful Christmas song to perform for both of our parishes at the Advent Event in 
the St. Patrick parish hall after 9:30 am Mass on December 8th. If your child plays an  
instrument and would like to play a Christmas song that day, please let Shannon know. - 
We will be serving breakfast and doing fun crafts with the kids. Everyone is invited. We are 
also asking for everyone to bring two dozen cookies, so we can put together trays for our 
homebound and elderly. 

CALENDARS: The 2025 Calendars are available in the     
entrances of church. Please take one or more as needed. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
REMINDER: With the end of the year fast approaching, you 
are reminded that your 2024 tithes need to be in the collection 
basket by the weekend of December 28/29 to get posted for 
the current year. 



 

Phoenix House 
 

Domestic Violence  
Shelter 

 

712-256-2059 

  
 

  
 

 

  

 

 

712-322-7779 
545 Willow Ave 

Council Bluffs IA 51503 

 

 

 

HURD CONSTRUCTION 
JOHN & DEB HURD 

 

SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE 
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK 

 

21596 225th St 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

Home: 712-566-2475 
Cell: 402-680-8578 

 
 

 
 

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC 
 

Daniel P. Fischer 
 Attorney at Law 

 

daniel@kohorstlaw.com  

Phone: (712) 755-3156 │ Fax: (712) 755-7404 

602 Market Street, Suite 101, Harlan, IA 51537 

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director 

mike@hoyfuneral.com 
 Phone 712.256.9988  
www.hoyfuneral.com 

1221 N 16th St 
Co Bluffs IA 51501 

Catholic Charities  
Council Bluffs, IA 

Marriage, Family and  
Pregnancy Counseling  

712-328-3086 
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org 

New York Life Ins. Co. - 
Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance, 
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs 
 

*Registered Representative offering securities 
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member 
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency. 
 

Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC® 
Phone: 402-496-6446 

 

In Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm 
*Certain Annuities issued by New York 
Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation  

 
 
 
 

 
(712) 328-2424 

Deann@kellyscarpet.com  

Brich-GroteAuction.com 
Rick (402) 690-4620 • Dean (402) 618-4384 

Live Auction   •   On-Line Auction 
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding 



 

601 Grand Ave.  ●  Des Moines, IA 50309  ●  Tel. (515) 237-5039  ●  Fax (515) 216-3329   

www.dmdiocese.org  ●  bishop@dmdiocese.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent 2024 

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

 

As we prepare to embark upon the grace-filled Season of Advent with all the hope and promise it 

awakens, we again conduct the appeal for the Retirement Fund for Religious.  This annual 

collection benefits more than 24,000 senior sisters, brothers and religious order priests who have 

answered the call to completely offer their lives in humble devotion to others—especially the 

lowly in our midst--and to the Church.  Their service has been delivered in hospitals, schools and 

parishes of our own Diocese, as well as in diverse foreign missions and domestically as they 

tended to the poor throughout our country. 

 

As I reflect on their collective ministries, I am stirred to gratitude and awe for the way in which 

these women and men religious have rekindled our hope in humanity.  They have sustained our 

solidarity as a people of good will to whom the angels first sang their glad tidings on that first 

Christmas night.  So much of my 35 years of ministry as a diocesan priest has intertwined with 

women religious in various communities; I have met so many saints-in-the-making who have left 

their mark on my own vocation by their often hidden and humble example.  

 

Most of our elderly religious worked for modest stipends throughout their lives; hence, many 

religious communities are challenged to meet the ever-rising cost of health care and the growing 

number needing accompaniment and professional care.  Your contribution to the Retirement 

Fund for Religious enables these faithful communities to care for their aging members while at 

the same time ensuring that a younger generation may carry forward the invaluable ministry of 

their elders. 

 

Throughout the history of this collection, parishioners in the Diocese of Des Moines have been 

incredibly generous.  Recently, I received a report that you all have contributed more than three 

million dollars to this fund over the years of its existence.  From the bottom of my heart, thank 

you!  I ask simply that you join me in giving what you can on the weekend of the Second Sunday 

of Advent, December 7-8.  May you and your families be invigorated with the Advent spirit of 

hope! 

 

Faithfully in Christ, 

 

 

 

Most Rev. William M. Joensen, Ph.D. 

Bishop of Des Moines  



Faith Conversations
The First Week of Advent

Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy...and that day catch you by surprise...
Sunday Gospel: Luke 21: 25-28, 34-36

This week’s theme is a call to consciousness and attentiveness. Life can be so full that we don’t reflect
on our daily activities, experiences, relationships, or reactions. Advent is time earmarked for pausing.
Difficult when Christmas preparations are ramping up, but what is Christmas about? Presents,
concerts, having the house perfect - or preparing our hearts to celebrate the coming of Jesus? How
does he come to us? How will we know he’s come to us? Let’s take this week to reflect.

Adult reflection for the week

conversation & Prayer starters

week 1 prayer

Advent
Living

Dear Jesus, thank you for coming to us. Please help us to be reflective and watch for you in our lives
each day, especially as we prepare for Christmas. Amen.

SUNDAY
What is Advent? (It is a time of preparing for Christmas. It
comes from a word that means “coming.”) When we know
someone is coming, how do we prepare? For whose coming
are we preparing?

MONDAY
How does our culture prepare for Christmas? Is this about
preparing for Jesus’ coming? What would help us prepare
for Jesus’ coming?

TUESDAY
It sure is dark before we light our candle – and what a
difference the one flame makes! What “darkness” do we
experience in life? Why do you think Jesus called himself
Light? Why do we need his coming?

WEDNESDAY
What does it mean that Jesus is coming at Christmas? He
was born in Bethlehem a long time ago, so why are we
preparing now?

THURSDAY
Does Jesus come to us on other days, not just Christmas?
When? How? How can we be more aware of this?

FRIDAY
How has Jesus come to you today? If Jesus comes to us
every day, how does that change how we work, play, treat
each other, etc.? What could help our family build the habit
of reflecting more, of being more aware of Jesus’ coming –
even after Advent?

SATURDAY
As Catholics we believe Jesus will come again – at the end
of our own lives, but also at the end of the world. How does
this make you feel? Why? How does Advent help us prepare
for this coming?

St. Joseph Evangelization
Center

With support from: Find this and other
resources to share at

dmdiocese.org/LivingAdvent
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The best gifts come on Christmas 

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.                                                                                                   December 2024

   The tradition of displaying 
nativity scenes began with 
St. Francis of Assisi, who 
was awed that God 
humbled Himself to 
be born in humility 
and poverty. To 
illustrate, he 
displayed a manger scene in a cave 
near the Franciscans’ chapel — 

complete with donkey and ox. 
He celebrated Christmas Mass 

and, according to an 
eyewitness, the wax 
�gure of the Christ Child 
came alive. This pious 
tradition continues, 
reminding us that “the 

Word became �esh and dwelt among 
us”(John 1:14). 
 

   Christmas brings a joy that goes 
beyond presents—it’s a season 
rich with the gifts God 
offers: love, hope, 
family, and the 
promise of Heaven. 
These gifts touch 
every heart, young 
and old, and hold 
profound 
meaning.
   The gift of love. 
God chose to come 
into the world as a 
baby, sharing in our 
human experience. 
His love surpasses 
anything we could 
imagine. He invites us to embrace 
His love and let it transform us.
   The gift of hope. Although we have 
moments of sin and can turn from 
God, the Child born on that �rst 
Christmas offers freedom from sin and 
the hope of a brighter future. This hope 

renews us and promises a better 
path forward.

   The gift of family. Family 
provides strength, comfort, 
and support. Baptism 
welcomes us into Christ’s 
divine family, where we 
are bound by an 
unbreakable 
connection. “See what 
love the Father has 

bestowed on us that we 
may be called the children 

of God” (1 John 3:1).
   The gift of Heaven. The 

most awesome gift is 
Heaven itself. Without Jesus’ 

miraculous birth, Heaven would be 
out of reach. He bridged the gap 
between Heaven and Earth, offering 
the promise of eternal joy. This 
Christmas, we can cherish the 
enduring gifts of love, hope, family, 
and Heaven that make the season truly 
meaningful.
 

Why do Catholics 
display nativity scenes? 

St. John of the Cross     
     Born in Castile, 
Spain, St. Juan de 

Yepes lived in 
poverty. St. John 
embraced 
poverty and 
suffering throughout his life. 
In 1563, he entered the 
Carmelite Order. He 
befriended St. Teresa of Ávila, 
who encouraged and 
supported him in his efforts 
at reform. He faced 
opposition and he was 
imprisoned in a tower. From 
this experience came the 
mystical poetry and inspired 
writings on the interior life 
that made him a Doctor of 
the Church.      

Close to the Infant Jesus  
  “You are nowhere but close to 
the Infant Jesus, trembling with 
cold in the stable of 
Bethlehem…Therefore, I beg 
you to love the crib of the 
Child of Bethlehem…stay 
close to him and be sure that 
Jesus is in the midst of your 
hearts more than you could 
believe or imagine.” St. 
Padre Pio  

  “And the Word became 
�esh and lived among 
us, and we 
have seen his 
glory” 
(John 1:14). 

Rev. Julius Itamid, Administrator
St. Patrick's Church, Neola and St. Columbanus Church, Weston



   The Advent Wreath is a circle of 
evergreen branches, symbolizing 
God’s eternal and unending love. It 
includes three purple (violet) candles 
and one pink (rose) candle. On the 
�rst Sunday of Advent, and each night 
that week, the �rst purple candle, 
known as the Prophet’s Candle, is lit 

to symbolize 
hope. On the 
second Sunday 
and throughout 
that week, light 
both the �rst 
and second 
purple candles. 

The second candle, called the 
Bethlehem Candle, represents faith. 
The pink candle, lit during the third 
week, symbolizes joy and marks 
Gaudete Sunday. During the fourth 
week of Advent, all three purple 
candles and the pink candle are lit. 
The fourth candle, known as the 
Angel’s Candle, represents peace.
   Consider meditating on Scripture as 
you light the candles. Week 1 (hope) - 
Isaiah 9:2-7, week 2 (faith) - Micah 
5:2-5a, week 3 (joy) - Luke 2:8-14, 
and week 4 (peace) - Luke 1:26-38.

   December 1 - First Sunday in 
Advent. We anticipate Christ’s birth 
and His coming on the Last Day. 
Catholics everywhere light candles in 
an Advent wreath to signal the coming 
of the light of Christ. 
   December 4 – St. John Damascene 
(749). A Doctor of the Church and the 
last of the Greek Fathers, St. John was 
born in Muslim-ruled Syria and was 
counselor to the caliph. He is known 
for his writings in favor of the use of 
sacred images for devotion. 
   December 9 – Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. We commemorate that Mary 
was conceived in St. Anne’s womb 
without original sin, preparing Mary to 
be the Mother of God. Pope Pius IX 
declared this doctrine in 1854. This 
year, it’s still considered a holy day of 
obligation and Mass attendance is 
required. 
   December 28 – Feast of the 
Holy Innocents (1st 
century). Today, we 
remember the infants 
massacred by King 
Herod’s soldiers 
(Matthew 2:16-18). We 
also pray for the safety 
of unborn children. 

   Each Advent, God invites us to deepen our 
friendship with Him and draw closer to His love. 
The key to a joyful Christmas lies in 
responding to this invitation by dedicating 
daily time to God and helping those in 
need.
   Do the one thing needful: Pope Francis 
encourages us to “waste time” with God 
through prayer, even for just 15–20 minutes. 
This could be offering daily prayers for a 
special intention, meditating on the Christmas 
Story a verse at a time, or simply being peacefully 

present to Him, who is always present to us. 
Continue spending time with Him after the 

season ends.
     Go in haste to love: Just as Mary went 
“with haste” (Luke 1:39) to serve her cousin 
Elizabeth, we, too, are called to act quickly 
in love. While no one can do everything, 
everyone can do something. When we serve 
others even in small ways, we receive a greater 
gift in return (Matthew 25:40).

      Embrace these practices for a deeper, more 
joyful Christmas open to God’s love. 

Two Advent practices for a joyful Christmas

How do 
I use an 
Advent Wreath? 
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To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.

Luke 2:41-52, 
Love and obedience  

     The Feast of the Holy Family 
(December 29) includes the story 
of �nding Jesus in the Temple, 
a story of love and 
obedience. Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph traveled to 
Jerusalem for the Passover, 
as was the custom for Jews 
of that time. They traveled 
in a large group for protection 
against bandits who infested the 
hill country. So it wasn’t 
surprising that His parents didn’t miss 
Jesus as they started the return trip. 
Upon discovering Him missing, they 
hurried back to Jerusalem.
   On the third day of searching, they 
found Jesus in the Temple. He was 

questioning the priests and amazing 
them with His understanding. 

However, Mary asked 
how He could have 
caused His parents so 
much worry and Jesus 
replied, “Did you not 
know I must be in my 
Father’s house?”
   Though they were 
puzzled by His 

answer, Mary and Joseph 
took Jesus back to Nazareth. He 

remained there in obedience to His 
parents until it was time for His public 
ministry. We learn from this story to 
obey not only God but also those in 
valid authority over us.
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