
 
ST. PATRICK 
   CATHOLIC CHURCH 
         Neola, IA 

 

Parish Office:  
    712.485.2750 
    office@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Priest Office: 
    712.485.2753 
    priest@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Faith Formation:  
     712.485.2754 
     dre@stpatricksneola.com 
 

Parish Hall: 
     712.485.2433 
 

Website: 
            www.stpatricksneola.com  
 
 St. Patrick Catholic Church 
 310 Avon Street 
 P.O. Box 127 
 Neola, IA 51559 
 
Administrator:  Rev. Julius Itamid 
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Scott Brooks 
Faith Formation Director:  Shannon Nye 
Business Manager:  RaeShelle Jensen 
 
  MASS TIMES: 
  Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule 
  Saturday Evening:  5:30 PM (April to September) 
 4:00 PM (October to March) 
  Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM 
  Holidays: As announced in the bulletin 
  Reconciliation: First Saturday evening before Mass 
 

           
ST. COLUMBANUS 
   CATHOLIC CHURCH 
          Weston, IA 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  St. Columbanus Catholic Church 
 22720 Weston Ave 
 Underwood, IA 51576-3920 
 Served from Neola 
 
  MASS TIMES: 
  Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM  
  Holidays: As announced in the bulletin 
  Reconciliation by appointment 

November 2/3, 2024 
All Souls Day/31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

READING I Deuteronomy 6:2-6 
PSALM 18: I love you, O Lord, my strength. 

READING II  Hebrews 7:23-28 
GOSPEL  Mark 12:28b-34 

 
November 9/10, 2024 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
READING I 1 Kings 17:10-16 

PSALM 146: Praise the Lord, my soul! 
READING II  Hebrews 9:24-28 

GOSPEL  Mark 12:38-44 

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

In this month of November, we Catholics remember in a special way all those 
who have died. We pray for and to our loved ones who have passed away, 
secure in the hope that they are, in the words from today’s Gospel, “not far 
from the kingdom of God.” Jesus teaches us today that loving God with all 
our being and loving our neighbor as ourselves will put us on the road to    
eternal life. Let us take that to heart as we thank and praise God for the    
promise of heaven. 

Question of the Week 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

How do I show my love for God and my love for neighbor? When have I felt 
myself giving that love with all my being?  

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word 
Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Having just given the people the ten commandments, Moses extols them as a 
blessing, a way to grow and prosper and eventually reach the promised land. 
There they can declare their love for the Lord, as we do in the responsorial 
psalm. After hearing Hebrews praise Jesus as a high priest who has been 
made perfect forever, we hear him reveal the greatest commandment, which 
directs our love on two paths, toward God and toward neighbor. Listening to 
God’s word, let us note the wonderful consequences of taking God’s      
commands to heart. 
 
The words of Deuteronomy that we hear in the first reading are found in the 
Shema, the prayer recited by devout Jews every morning and evening, a   
prayer that expresses the foundation of the Jewish faith. It has been their daily 
prayer for hundreds of generations, including the generation that lived in     
Jesus’ time, so all of the scribes would have certainly known the prayer by 
heart. Every day it reminds them of God’s prominence in their lives. Every 
day it reminds them that their God is the God of all, for there is but one God. 
Every day it reminds them that they are to respond to God with love, with all 
their being. May it remind us of the same. 



Calendar of Events: 
Nov 5 - Safety Committee Meeting, St Patrick, 7:00 pm 
Nov 6 - Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm 
Nov 10 - Children’s Mass 
 Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am 
 High School Retreat (see insert) 
Nov 12 - Pastoral Council Meeting, St Patrick, 7:00 pm 
Nov 13 - First Reconciliation/Eucharist Class, 6:30 pm 
Nov 16/17 - Human Development Collection 
Nov 17 - Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am 
Nov 19 - Finance Council Meeting, St Patrick, 6:00 pm 
Nov 20 - Finance/Pastoral Council Meeting, St Columbanus, after Mass 
 Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm 
Nov 24 - Faith Formation Sessions, 10:45-11:45 am 
 Change Books in Pews, after Mass 
Nov 27-29 - Parish Offices closed 
Nov 28 - Happy Thanksgiving! 
Dec 1 - No Faith Formation Sessions 

—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
Memorial Calendar: 
 Nov 3 - National Vocation Awareness Week begins 
  Daylight Savings Time ends 
 Nov 4 - Memorial of St. Charles Borromeo 
 Nov 5 - Election Day 
 Nov 9 - Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
Offering Report        Last	Week								Fiscal	Year	to	Date 
   Sunday Envelopes $ 3,430.00 $ 35,744.00 
   Open Offering  $ 194.00 $ 3,237.50 
   Children’s Offering $ 29.00 $ 297.13 
—————————————–————————————————–-———— 
BAPTISM ANNOUNCEMENT: Through the holy waters of Baptism, John 
David Fischer, son of Daniel & Anne (Bowen) Fischer, was baptized into the 
Catholic Faith and this parish community. We welcome him to our parish 
family with great joy! May the Spirit of God be his guide. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT: St. Patrick and St. Columbanus parish         
communities extend prayerful sympathy to the family of Sr. Rachel Beeson 
(sister of Monsignor Larry Beeson), who passed away on October 22. May 
she rest in peace.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
LECTOR BOOKS are available in the Sacristy for all Lectors to pick up. 
Please cross your name off of the list when you take your book. Thank you! 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
FAITH FORMATION: Don’t forget that the survey for the "Family Based Faith 
Formation" program is due by November 18th. To take the survey, please 
visit: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DesMoinesParentSurvey    
 

Thank you and if you have any questions, please call Shannon at 712-485-
2754 or email dre@stpatricksneola.com   
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
ANNUAL APPRECIATION DINNER: The Council Bluffs Region of the Des 
Moines & National Council of Catholic Women and Serra Club invite all     
parishioners to show their appreciation to the priests, sisters  and deacon 
couples on Thursday, November 14 at St. Patrick Church CB beginning with 
6:00 pm Mass followed by cocktails and dinner prepared by all regional    
parishes. Please call Linda White at 712-323-7063 to make your reservation 
($10.00/person or $25/family). 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  
 Advent Retreat with Fr Emmanuel - Saturday, December 7 
Old Fashion Christmas Soup Supper and Cookie Walk - Saturday,   

December 14. We are responsible for the Soup Supper this year 
More info to come on both events in the coming weeks. 

Weekday Masses 
  Nov 4 - No Mass 
  Nov 5 - Kay Konz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM 
  Nov 6 - St Columbanus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 PM 
  Nov 7 - No Mass 
  Nov 8 - Ray & Loretta Stinn  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM 
Weekend Masses 
  Nov 9 - St Patrick Parish - Veronica Konwinski.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30 AM 
  Nov 9 - St. Patrick Parish - Fritz & Vel Wellman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4:00 PM 
  Nov 10 - St. Columbanus Parish  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00 AM 
  Nov 10 - St. Patrick Parish - Bernard Alfers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 AM 
——————————————————————————————————- 

NOVEMBER 9, 2024 - 4:00 PM NOVEMBER 10, 2024 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Corey Hough Lector -  7th Grade Class 
   Servers - None  Servers -  Kenadi Dunn 
   Jack Murphy 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Scott Brooks 
 Mary Ann Thomas  Angie Kozeal 
 Bonnie Wredt  Kaitlin Kozeal 
NOVEMBER 16. 2024 - 4:00 PM NOVEMBER 17, 2024 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - Ashley Lopez Lector -  Matt Brummett 
   Servers - None  Servers - Charlie & Elena Brummett 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Emily Leaders 
 Bryan Weidner  Roberta Morse 
 Norm Baker  Amy Ausdemore 
NOVEMBER 23, 2024 - 4:00 PM NOVEMBER 24, 2024 - 9:30 AM 
   Lector - RaeShelle Jensen Lector -  Rhea Gross 
   Servers - None  Servers -  Vivian Gross & Ali Leaders 
   EME - Scott Brooks EME - Emily Leaders 
 Eric Busch  Geri Bjorling 
 Brittany Busch  Jody Cook 
NOVEMBER 28, 2024 - 8:30 PM - THANKSGIVING DAY 
   Lector - Jenny Hall 
   Servers - None 
   EME - Scott Brooks, Geri Bjorling, &  Maureen Mann 
TITHE COUNTERS   
   Nov 3 - Anne Brummett Roger Hall Rita Heinen 
   Nov 10 - Jim Mahlberg Roberta Morse Mark Pogge 
   Nov 17 - Kevin Nye Cecilia Powell Peggy Thielen 
   Nov 24 - Diane Rodenburg Sue Stenlund Roger Hall 
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS      
   Nov 3 - Norm Baker Stacie Denning 
   Nov 10 - Roberta Morse Carolyn McDermott 
   Nov 17 - Norm Baker Jennifer Fischer 
   Nov 24 - Jeannie Disalvo Carolyn McDermott 
——————————————————————————————————- 
HURRICANE RELIEF: This weekend we will take up a second collection to 
help those impacted by Hurricane Helene and Milton. Please be generous. If 
you missed the collection, you can mail your donations to the parish office at 
PO Box 127, Neola IA 51559. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
BOOKS IN PEWS: We will be switching out the books in the pews after 9:30 
am Mass on Sunday, November 24th. Anyone that can stay after Mass and 
help would be greatly appreciated. This will be the last time we will need to do 
this for many years as we are switching to a hardback book that doesn’t need 
to be changed out every year. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
FLEECE FOR BLANKETS: If you have any fleece that you are wanting to get 
rid of and it would be a good size for a lap blanket, please consider giving it to 
the High School Faith Formation students. They will be doing a service project 
sometime this year and could use some material. Thanks! 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS - Academic Excellence with a Faith Foundation: 
When it comes to your child’s education, why choose between academics and 
values? At the Diocese of Des Moines Catholic Schools, we offer both. Our 
dedicated teachers provide a challenging curriculum, while guiding students in 
their faith journey. Discover how excellence and faith come together at      
dmdiocese.org/grow. 



We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a    
registration form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Julius for an appointment. 
 

For information about Baptism, Sacrament of the Sick, Pastoral Visitations, Reconciliation, RCIA, Marriage, Adoration, or the Prayer 
Chain, please visit our website at https://stpatricksneola.com/ or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750. 

November	Birthdays	 

This will be a new 
section of the 
bulletin going 

forward. 
 

Please contact the 
parish office if we 
missed anyone. 

November	Anniversaries	
Mark & Audrey Haverkamp 6 
Mike & Lori Eckrich 21 
Walter & Elaine Koch 22 
Scott & Kelly Dollen 24 
John & Mary Fischer 26 
Greg & Kathy Rath-Fischer 27 
Gary & Sue Ausdemore 28 
Jared & Abby Ausdemore 28 
Joe & Heather Turner 29 

Shane Tiarks 1 
Ron King 1 
Jesie Grote 1 
Tatum Thielen 1 
Dean Alfers 2 
Brad Blum 2 
Eleanor Sweeney 2 
Helen Shew 3 
Ryan Lefeber 3 
Eldon Hough 4 
Scott Huebner 4 
Kevin Nye 4 
Henry Hulsing 5 
Buck Redinbaugh 5 
Rita Heinen 5 
Adam Schroeder 5 
Clara Cochran 5 
Oliver Winship 6 
Nicholas Daniel 6 
Crissy Masker 6 
Kristen Carlson 6 
Denise Shipp 7 
Jaden Franke 8 
Rachel Gross 8 
Eric Rowe 9 
Bryan Buckholdt 9 
Brent Hough 9 
Charles Ortman 9 
Kenzlee Busch 11 
Logan Schroeder 12 
Nevara Bettes 12 
Jana Ring 13 
Pam Ungrad 13 
Jackie Brower-Fincel 13 
Paige Daughenbaugh 13 
Julius Jacobsen 13 
Mariela McGargill 13 
Bronson Baxter 13 
Alexandra Nye 14 
Sherry Wilson 15 

Emalee Busch 15 
Stacy Hazen 16 
Kayla Jensen 16 
Cameron Cook 16 
Keegan Cook 16 
Francisco Barajas 17 
Harry Long 17 
Jonette Fischer 17 
Jennifer Fischer 17 
Rachel Johnson 17 
Marian Wellman 18 
Sharon McConnell 19 
Hannah Cook 19 
Caden Stunkard 19 
Judy Ryan 20 
Fani Barajas 20 
Amelia Disalvo 20 
Angie Kozeal 21 
Colleen Tigges 21 
Allison Ehlers 21 
Hunter Ryba 21 
Marcus Mumm 22 
Matt Brummett 23 
Amanda Scherer 23 
Frank Stolz 25 
Mary Jensen 26 
Kim Greiner 26 
Diane Pierce 26 
Kaiya Williams 26 
Gabriel Barajas 27 
Rita Schnitker 27 
Jeanette Brecher 27 
Dani Petersen 27 
Madison Ausdemore 27 
Brody Weidner 27 
Connie Casson 28 
Lane Ausdemore 28 
Samantha Kuehn 29 
Angela Jensen 30 
Kellon Ausdemore 30 

  

 

Tithes/Donations: can be sent to 
the parish office, placed in the collection 
basket, or by using one of these QR Codes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Phoenix House 
 

Domestic Violence  
Shelter 

 

712-256-2059 

  
 

  
 

 

  

 

 

712-322-7779 
545 Willow Ave 

Council Bluffs IA 51503 

 

 

 

HURD CONSTRUCTION 
JOHN & DEB HURD 

 

SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE 
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK 

 

21596 225th St 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

Home: 712-566-2475 
Cell: 402-680-8578 

 
 

 
 

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC 
 

Daniel P. Fischer 
 Attorney at Law 

 

daniel@kohorstlaw.com  

Phone: (712) 755-3156 │ Fax: (712) 755-7404 

602 Market Street, Suite 101, Harlan, IA 51537 

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director 

mike@hoyfuneral.com 
 Phone 712.256.9988  
www.hoyfuneral.com 

1221 N 16th St 
Co Bluffs IA 51501 

Catholic Charities  
Council Bluffs, IA 

Marriage, Family and  
Pregnancy Counseling  

712-328-3086 
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org 

New York Life Ins. Co. - 
Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance, 
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs 
 

*Registered Representative offering securities 
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member 
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency. 
 

Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC® 
Phone: 402-496-6446 

 

In Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm 
*Certain Annuities issued by New York 
Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation  

 
 
 
 

 
(712) 328-2424 

Deann@kellyscarpet.com  

Brich-GroteAuction.com 
Rick (402) 690-4620 • Dean (402) 618-4384 

Live Auction   •   On-Line Auction 
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding 
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Become friends with God’s friends

Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.                                                                                                   November 2024

   This doctrine has scriptural 
roots. In Jesus’ parable of 
Lazarus and the Rich Man 
(Luke 16:19-31), the Rich 
Man, though suffering after 
death, expressed concern for 
his brothers. Other 
references include 2 
Maccabees 12:43-46, Wisdom 
3:1-6, Zechariah 13:8-9, and 1 

Corinthians 3:13-15. Purgatory 
re�ects God’s mercy and 

generosity, because it re�ects 
His desire for us to be with 
Him and experience the 
fullness of Heaven. Our 
prayers for those in Purgatory 
help hasten their 
puri�cation, drawing them 

closer to eternal joy.

   Befriending a saint whose story 
resonates with your own can 
deepen your connection 
with God. Through their 
writings, prayers, and 
practices, saints offer 
wisdom for living 
faithfully and 
acquiring virtue. They 
aren't distant �gures 
but companions in 
faith. Find a special, 
“holy friend” to 
encourage you to 
grow in holiness.
   Adopt a saint: 
Choose a saint whose 
life, interests, or 
profession appeal to 
you. Learning how someone achieved 
extraordinary virtue can attune you to 
how God might be working in your life. 
   Read their writings: The saints’ 
meditations, letters, and books on the 
spiritual life can enrich our experience 

of God’s love, while giving practical 
advice for living our Faith.  

      Imitate a saintly practice: 
Wake with your alarm to offer 

your day to God. Offer a 
small sacri�ce daily for 
priests. Make space in your 
heart for God by 
decluttering your home.   
Refuse to gossip. 
   Pray with them: When 
asking earthly friends for 
help or prayers, we aren’t 
“praying” to them. It’s the 
same with our heavenly 
friends. When you pray, 
invite some “holy friends” 
to add their prayers to yours.

   Join them at Mass: “In communion 
with and commemorating the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and all the saints, the 
Church offers the Eucharistic sacri�ce” 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
#1370). At every Mass, we’re in the 
company of the saints. 

Why do Catholics 
believe in Purgatory? 

St. Josaphat of Volhynia     
     Born in Lithuania in 
1580, St. Josaphat, a 

Ruthenian 
Archbishop of 
Plotsk, made 
the unpopular 
decision to unite his diocese 
with the Catholic Church. In 
response to the death threats 
his efforts provoked, he 
declared, “I am here among 
you as a shepherd, and you 
ought to know that I would 
be happy to give my life for 
you.” Despite relentless 
persecution by a schismatic 
faction, he remained steadfast 
in his mission and was 
ultimately martyred by an 
enraged mob.     

Be prepared, not afraid 
  Jesus warns us to expect trials 
but assures us not to be afraid. 
Following Him doesn’t mean 
life will be easy, but it promises 
unshakable peace and 
everlasting joy. Trust in Him 
and prepare your heart to 
receive Him.  

   “Well done, good and 
faithful servant; you have 
been faithful over a little, 
I will set you over 
much; enter into 
the joy of your 
master” 
(Matthew 
25:21).  

 

Rev. Julius Itamid, Administrator
St. Patrick's Church, Neola and St. Columbanus Church, Weston



   The phrase “Don’t judge me!” is 
often used to de�ect correction and 
excuse sinful behavior. So how can we 
kindly speak the truth when it’s 
needed?
   Judge acts, not people. God gives us 
the ability to recognize whether 
actions—our own or others'—are right 

or wrong. However, we 
can’t judge a person’s 
heart, soul, or 
intentions. Only God 
knows their motives.

   Start with humility. Jesus said, “First 
take the log out of your own eye, and then 
you will see clearly…” (Matthew 7:5). 
Before offering correction, ensure you 
are living an authentically holy life 
yourself.
   Pray and fast. Some situations 
require more than words. Prayer and 
sacri�ces on behalf of others can have a 
powerful impact, especially when it’s 
not possible to intervene directly.
   Love is the goal: Speaking the truth 
to a loved one is dif�cult, but it’s an act 
of love. True correction looks out for 
the person’s well-being. When done 
with care and compassion, the person 
will sense that the correction comes 
from love, not judgment.

   November 6 - St. Jean-Theophane 
Venard (1861). Born into a pious 
family in Poitiers, France, St. 
Jean-Théophane was ordained in 1852 
and sent as a missionary to Vietnam, 
to minister to persecuted Catholics. 
Eventually, he was arrested and 
martyred. 
   November 9 – Dedication of the 
Lateran Basilica (1724). The Lateran 
Basilica was built by Emperor 
Constantine and is the pope’s 
cathedral. The Church-wide feast of the 
Lateran’s dedication is an expression of 
the Church’s unity with Rome. 

   November 13 - St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini (1917). Mother Cabrini 
started the Missionary Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart in Italy and founded 67 
institutions to care for the sick and 
forgotten in Europe, S. America, and 
the U.S. She was the �rst U.S. citizen to 
be canonized. 
   November 30 - St. Andrew, Apostle 
(1st Century). The son of a Galilean 
�sherman and brother of Simon 
Peter, he introduced Jesus to 
Peter. After the 
Resurrection, he 
conducted missions in 
Turkey, Greece, and 
Macedonia. He was 
martyred on a X-shaped 
cross. 

   Advent and Christmas can be a magical time, but the hustle 
and bustle of the secular season can leave even the 
calmest person feeling overwhelmed. Stay grounded 
by honoring your priorities, making time to 
recharge, and focusing on Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
   Honor your priorities: Setting and keeping 
priorities will help streamline your holiday 
schedule. An example of “holiday priorities” 
might including spending time with loved ones, 
taking time for daily prayer, and refusing to 
overspend. You’ll feel more at peace because you’re 
putting �rst things �rst. 

   Make time to recharge: Remember the importance 
of getting enough rest, especially when juggling extra 
social commitments, projects, decorating, and 

travelling. Resting takes any form that helps you 
feel refreshed – napping, praying, walking, 
reading, listening to music. 
   Seek the Prince of Peace: For Christians, 
Advent and Christmas commemorate that Love 
came to Earth as a child. We know true peace is 
only found in Jesus. Consider devoting �ve 

minutes daily for Him. Pray for His peace to reign 
in your heart. 

Stay grounded this Christmas season

How can we 
admonish the sinner 
without judging?  
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John 18:33b-37, Jesus’ 
Kingdom is “not of this world” 

   Throughout the years of slavery 
and oppression, God’s promise of 
a triumphant Israelite king 
kept hope alive. Many 
clung to the image of an 
avenging savior who would 
destroy their enemies and 
make Israel a nation to be 
feared. Jesus, bound, beaten 
and seemingly powerless 
before Pilate, the powerful 
Roman governor, was not what 
they had in mind. They didn’t want a 
king who talked of love, suffering, and 
service; they wanted one who would 
wipe their enemies off the face of the 
earth. They wanted Jesus to come down 
off the Cross. 

   Yet it was Jesus’ sacri�ce of love on the 
Cross that conquered the real 

enemies of sin and death. 
Jesus is King and He has a 
Kingdom, but as He 
teaches Pilate and us, His 
power is not of this 
world. His kingdom is 
about peace, justice, 
integrity, repentance, 
charity, forgiveness, 

compassion, and care for the 
poor and needy. 

   Do our lives and actions re�ect that 
awareness? As Christians we are 
challenged to become more “Christ-like” 
in our actions, and that means becoming 
more like Jesus, our King. 
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