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MASS TIMES:

Weekdays: See page 2 for schedule

Saturday Evening: 5:30 PM (April to September)
4:00 PM (October to March)

Sunday Morning: 9:30 AM

Holidays: As announced in the bulletin

Reconciliation: First Saturday evening before Mass

ST. COLUMBANUS

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Weston, IA

St. Columbanus Catholic Church
22720 Weston Ave

Underwood, IA 51576-3920
Served from Neola

MASS TIMES:

Sunday Morning: 8:00 AM

Holidays: As announced in the bulletin
Reconciliation by appointment

January 10/11, 2026
The Baptism of the Lord

READING I Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
PSALM 29: The Lord will bless his people with peace.
READING II Acts 10:34-38
GOSPEL Matthew 3:13-17

January 17/18, 2026
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

READING I Isaiah 49:3, 5-6
PSALM 40: Here am I, Lord: I come to do your will.
READING II 1 Corinthians 1:1-3
GOSPEL John 1:29-34

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

On this final day of the Christmas season we celebrate the feast of the
Baptism of the Lord. We hear in dramatic fashion of Jesus rising from the
waters of the River Jordan, the heavens opening before him, the Holy Spirit
descending like a dove, and a voice from the heavens proclaiming, “This is
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” Though not as visibly, we
too have risen from the waters of baptism and received the Holy Spirit. As
beloved children of God, we pray that God is also well pleased with us.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Word

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

Isaiah’s words may be echoing in our heads now, as we have heard them
nearly every Sunday throughout Advent and Christmas. Isaiah foresaw the
Messiah, God’s chosen one, who, filled with God’s spirit, would open the
eyes of the blind, rescue those imprisoned in darkness, and establish justice
on the earth. Peter attests that Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit and
power, and Matthew tells of how the Holy Spirit appeared as a dove
descending from the heavens when Jesus was baptized. Filled with the Holy
Spirit in baptism, let us allow the words of scripture to move us with their
power.

“Here is my servant,” the Lord says through Isaiah of a chosen one, a
Messiah, a Christ, who would bring justice and healing to the nations (Isaiah
42:1). Isaiah writes again and again, in these chapters of the Messiah as a
servant, someone who would act at God’s behest in the world. In this way,
Isaiah foresees the character of the Messiah. The Messiah would serve God’s
will. Therefore, when Jesus insists on John baptizing him, he says it is “to
fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). Righteousness is moral conduct in
accordance with God’s will. Jesus was sent by the Father to save humankind.
This is the service he was called to do and, in turn, the service Jesus now
calls us to do.

Question of the Week

Taken from “Pastoral Patterns” by GIA Publications, Inc.

This coming week, in what way can I be a servant of the lord with tenderness
and compassion?




Weekday Masses
Jan 12 - No Mass
Jan 13 - St. Patrick Parish - John & Ruthann McDonald . .. .. . ... 8:30 AM

Jan 14 - St. Columbanus Parish........................... 6:00 PM

Jan 15- No Mass

Jan 16 - St. Patrick Parish-Mary Baker ..................... 8:30 AM
Weekend Masses

Jan 17 - St. Patrick Parish - Mary Pat Schierbrock . ............ 4:00 PM

Jan 18 - St. Columbanus Parish -DougRyan . ................ 8:00 AM

Jan 18 - St. Patrick Parish - Vincent & Shirley Kenealy ... ....... 9:30 AM

JANUARY 17, 2026 - 4:00 PM
Lectors - Corey Hough
Servers - None

JANUARY 18, 2026 - 9:30 AM
Lectors - Matt Brummett
Servers - Natalie Scriven &

Elena Brummett

EME -  Scott Brooks EME -  Angie Kozeal
Bryan Weidner Max Kozeal
Bonnie Wredt Emily Leaders

JANUARY 24, 2026 - 4:00 PM JANUARY 25, 2026 - 9:30 AM

Lector - Lucy Elsener Lector- Max Michels
Servers - None Servers - Emma Sweeney
Thomas Sweeney
EME -  Scott Brooks EME-  LizLyons
Travis Bolte Shannon Nye
Andrea Bolte Geri Bjorling
JANUARY 31, 2026 - 4:00 PM FEBRUARY 1, 2026 - 9:30 AM
Lector - Ashley Lopez Lector-  Shannon Nye

Servers - None Servers - Charles Williams

Jordan Harder
EME -  Scott Brooks EME -  Samantha Nye
Eric Busch Kristen Carlson
Maureen Mann Chad Harder
TITHE COUNTERS
Jan 11 - Diane Rodenburg Dani Baxter Anne Brummett
Jan 18 - Roger Hall Rita Heinen Jim Mahlberg
Jan 25 - Roberta Morse Kevin Nye Mark Pogge
Feb 1- Cecilia Powell Dani Baxter Roger Hall
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Jan 11 - Jennifer Fischer Liz Lyons
Jan 18 - Carolyn McDermott  Roberta Morse
Jan 25 - Samantha Nye Norm Baker

Feb 1 - Jeannie Disalvo Jennifer Fischer

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENTS: St. Patrick parish community extends prayerful
sympathy to the families of:
1. Jerry Zimmerman passed away on Christmas Day and his funeral Mass
of Resurrection was celebrated on January 3rd.
2. Rick Craft passed away on New Years Eve and his Memorial Service
was celebrated on January 5th.
3. Joann Kenealy passed away on New Years Day and her funeral Mass of
Resurrection is Saturday, January 10th.

THANK YOU: The family of Jerry Zimmerman extends our deepest gratitude
for your prayers and support during this time. We are especially thankful to
Father Julius for his visits, delivering the Sacrament of the Sick, and the
beautiful funeral; Deacon Scott for coordinating the readings, delivering a
heartfelt homily, and working with the American Legion; RaeShelle for your
invaluable help with the service and luncheon; and Heather Turner & Bonnie
Kramer for the beautiful music.

We also appreciate the parishioners who provided salads and desserts and
assisted with serving, as well as the many family and friends who attended the
visitation and funeral Mass. While Jerry would likely wonder why all the fuss,
we know he would be proud of the love and support shown to Alice and the
entire family.

With gratitude, the Zimmerman family

Calendar of Events:

Jan 13-  Take Down Christmas Decorations, St Patrick, after 8:30 Mass
Pastoral Council Meeting, St Patrick, 7:00 pm
Jan 14 - Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm
Jan 18-  Faith Formation Classes, 10:35-11:35 am
Rooted Families Class, after 9:30 am Mass
Coffee & Rolls, after 9:30 am Mass
High School Class, 6:30 pm
Jan20-  Finance Council Meeting, St Patrick, 6:00 pm
Jan21-  Finance/Pastoral Council Meeting, St Columbanus, after Mass
Jan 24/25 - Diocesan Solidarity Fund Collection
Jan25-  Faith Formation Classes, 10:35-11:35 am
Coffee & Rolls, after 9:30 am Mass
Jan28-  Confirmation Class, 7:00 pm
Jan29-  Auction Setup, 6:00 pm
Jan 31-  Parish Auction (see next page)
Feb1- No Faith Formation Classes
Feb2- Presentation of the Lord Mass, St Patrick, 8:30 am
Feb 3- St Blaise Mass, St Patrick, 6:30 pm
Feb5- First Thursday Adoration & Reconciliation, 6:30-7:30 pm
Feb 7 - Reconciliation, 3:00-3:45 pm
Feb 8- Children’s Mass
Faith Formation Classes, 10:35-11:35 am
Rooted Families Class, after 9:30 am Mass
Coffee & Rolls, after 9:30 am Mass
Offering Report Last Two Weeks Fiscal Year to Date
Sunday Envelopes $ 5,975.00 $ 57,403.84
Open Offering $ 1,244.00 $ 5,163.50
Children’s Offering $ 48.00 $ 406.35
Christmas Offering $ 2,750.00 $  3,495.00

Memorial Calendar
Jan 13 - Memorial of St. Hilary
Jan 17 - Memorial of St. Anthony

ANDREWS DINNER: Any men high school aged to 25 years old who may be
discerning a call to the priesthood are invited to the Andrews Dinner on
January 31st from 4:15 to 7:30 at St. Albert. 4:30 Evening Prayer - 5:00 Mass
with Bishop - 6:00 Dinner

Ty Chill & Pic Contest Benefit >
X For Sister Parisiu .’wj
i Colombia Nt 4

Saturday. January 24, 2026, S:00PM— G:30PM

Corpus Christi Great Hall, 3304 J4th Ave,
Council Bluffs
Chili—Soup—Pie—Desserts—Bcuerages
All for a Free=Will Donation!

To enter contest, register
your homemade chili
and/or pie after Masses
on January 10/11
or January 16/17
... or call the parish office
(712-323-2916)
by January 21

Chili Prizes”:
ist: $100
2nd: $50 2nd: $25
Srd: $2S 3vrd: $1S
*Judged by attendees
**Judged by selected panel

Pie Prizes*™ :
ist: $50

Event will also include
Silent Auction and
Raffle Items!!

Invite all gour family to
come, eat and vote for

Drop off your Chili and/or -
your favorite chili!?

Pie at the Great Hall
between 3:00 and 4:30 =2
on Saturday, January 24

ST. CLARE CATHOLIC CHURCH, CLARINDA

51st ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DINNER
Sunday, January 25,2026  11:00 am to 1:00 pm
J. Bruner's, 117 N 15th, Clarinda
Free will offering - Carry out available




SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2026

Mass 4:00 P PARISH HALL

4:30 pm
D opn 309 3% ST, NEOLA

$15 PER RSON

8 & UNpgp

1" 8aley’s Chicken, Mashed Petatoes, Cole Slaw,
Green Beans, Rolls & Dessert

For Questions or Dondtions, please contact the
parish-office-at 712-485-2750

Please no TVs, Entertainment Centers, or Exercise Equipment

All donations must be received by noon on
January-31st-to be listed.in-the program.

== ~——— PARISHAUCTION — 2 ==

1-Doenation-Ifems Needed: The parish hall will be unlocked for two weeks prior to the
auction from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, Tuesday thru Friday for anyone wishing to drop off
auction_items. Please put the items on the stage. Please put your name on_items
donated so we can get _them listed in the catalog. If these hours do-not work for-you,
please call the parish-office at 712:485:2750 and we will make other arrangements for
you.

2. Food and—homemade- items- are-alse-wonderful-donations=for- t+he -auction. For
example: cinnamon rolls; enchiladas, pies, cookies, bars, etc. And don't- forget those
homemade jelly's, butters, and-bread. -

3. Monetary Donations: If you are unsure what to donate to the auction, monetary
donations are always accepted. We'd be happy to do the shopping for you:

4. Liquor License Rules: Alcohol purchased at the auction can NOT be opened on the
premises. The items will be kept by the auction commiftee, and you can have the item
when you have paid for your purchases and are leaving.

5. Donating Alcoholic Ttems: If you donate any alcoholic items to be auctioned off, we
must have a copy of the receipt for our files. This is required by the State of Towa
Alcoholic Beverage Division. The receipts can be taped to the alcohol or given to any
auction committee member.

6. Help Needed: Please consider- volunteering your time at this year's auction (high
school-helpers also needed). We need lots-of help:
-Thursday, January 29th (6:00 pm): hall-set-up (men included)
-Friday.-January-30th-(1:00-pm): food preparation &-decorating
-Saturday, January 31st, kitchen & auchon help:

Shift #1:3:00 10 5:30

Shift #2: 5:30 t0.7:30

Shift #3: 6:30 to 8:30 (kitchen cleunup)

Shift #4: 10:30ish (auction cleanup)

7. Desserts Needed: Please consider making a dessert for the auction. Bars and
cookies are preferred just for the ease of serving. Please have bars & cookies to the
parish hall by 4:00 pm on-Sattrday, January 31st.

January Birthdays

Jocelyn Vermeersch 2 Ava Konz 17
Scott Brooks 3 Ethan Reineke 17
Lucy Elsener 3 Tony Ausdemore 19
Debra Minahan 4 Wyatt Buckholdt 20
Willy Corrin 4 Susan McCall 21
Carol Shudak 5 Mark Pogge 21
Drew Ferguson 5 Jeff Anderson 21
Johnathan Lessard 6 Dylan Reineke 21
Alex Ausdemore 6 Hayden Thomas 21
Owen Fletcher 6 Deacon Bladt 22
Jan Craft 7 Ronald Ring 23
Kurt Wollenhaupt 7 Austin Winship 24
Eric Busch 7 Margaret Fischer 25
Abram Goeser 7 Leo Casson 25
Gary Kennedy 8 Carol Reid 26
Edward Hough 8 Jane Barnes 26
Morgan Michels 8 Deb Neukirch 26
Bristol Ehlers 9 Grace Pierce 26
Jan Divin 12 Joe Masker 27
Charles Williams 12 Matt McDonough 27
Rachel Stolz 13 Nathan Harman 27
Cole Stunkard 13 Brenda Winship 28
August Jacobsen 13 John Slobodnik 28
Nicole Ausdemore 15 Ben Ausdemore 28
Timothy Spiker 15 Bentley Harman 28
Sue Stenlund 16 Saralee Ring 30
Jade Daughenbaugh 16 Chris McCollough 30
Nolan Kunze 16 Joseph Williams 30
Lawrence Gubbels 17 Dean Fischer 31
Heather Lessard 17 Steve Dollen 31
January Anniversaries
Gary/Sandy Larson 2 Jim/Tracy Masker 20
Mark/Geri Bjorling 6 Nathan/Kaitlin Harman 28
Dean/Pat Fischer 9 Dennis/Pat Wulff 29

Fred/Diane Rodenburg 17

Gene/Connie Meyerring 30

5:.3\';\ bon Yo

Night¥

Saturday, January 17th 2026 .
SeatmgAvallable St. Mary’s Parish Hall, Portsmouth-. 1

Walk-Ins Are
Welcom

Prizes for the Winning Table and Best Themed Table {
4-8 players/table * A

for Both
«Watchers” and
“Eaters”

*Themed table is encouraged, but not required.* L)
$75.00/Table- Prepay ‘2
>4 $100.00/Table- At the Door B
Raffle Contact: Tammi Erlbacher 402-677-1459 or scan QR for ‘
Baskets, more information code and to sign up! ®
Heads and Hosted By: St. Mary, Portsmouth, Faith Formation ‘.
Tails Game Students

‘ALL PROCEEDS GO TOWARD ST. MARY PORTSMOUTH FAITH FORMATIOU‘ q

atie . "h&s..wr.sm

We welcome you into God’s family! If you are interested in learning more about our church, or would like to join, please pick up a
registration form at one of the entrances of the church, stop by the parish office, or call Father Julius for an appointment.

For information about Baptism, Sacrament of the Sick, Pastoral Visitations, Reconciliation, RCIA, Marriage, Adoration, or the Prayer
Chain, please visit our website at https://stpatricksneola.com/ or contact the Parish Office at 712.485.2750.




Phoenix House

Domestic Violence
Shelter

712-256-2059

HOY I Kl LNOSKI

UNERAL H AE & CREMATORY

b1l

Michael Hoy, Funeral Director

mike@hoyfuneral.com
Phone 712.256.9988
www.hoyfuneral.com

1221 N 16th St
Co Bluffs IA 51501

Joe Turner

CCA. TSP. NAICC. IICCA

. ¢

GIS Soil Sampling : Crop Scouting : Manure & Nutrient
Management Plans : Yield Monitor Sales & Service : GPS
Mapping : Agronomic Recommendations : Crop Insuance

Turner's Ag Consulting Co.

301 Front St
PO Box 301
Neola la 51559

Phone 713-310-0633
Fax 712-485-2052

SN

712-363-7522
bertelsenbeef@outlook.com
bertelsenbeef.com

New York Life Ins. Co. -

Life Insurance, Long Term Care Insurance,
Retirement & Estate Planning and IRAs
*Registered Representative offering securities
through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member
FINRA/SIPC, A Licensed Insurance Agency.
Agent Joe Vlock, CLU®, ChFC®
Phone: 402-496-6446

vor In Office Thursday 8 am - 12 pm
= *Certain Annuities issued by New York
‘7 Life Insurance and Annuity Corporation

MIDSTATES

Neola Minden
300 Front St 301 Broadway St
712-485-2245  712-483-2611

FDic

Buil
FRED RODENBURG

Rodenburgconstruction@yahoo.com

614 5th street
Neola lowa 51559

fTRIGH GROTE

w:m—

Brich-GroteAuction.com
Rick (402) 690-4620 * Dean (402) 618-4384
Live Auction * On-Line Auction
Live Auction with On-Line Bidding

| Bonkosbility »oRE 0PTIONS. HORE SERWCE, MORE YA LUIKG,

% J. Joseph Narmi

Attorney at Law

712-323-8000

jnarmi@iabar.org
www.NarmiLaw.com

ﬁ&=gQNS

Cutler-O’Neill
MEYER-WOODRING

Funeral Home & Crematory

SAINT ALBERT

WE ARE YOUR

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS PARISH SCHOOL!

Serving students 6 weeks
to 12th grade

400 Gleason Ave.
Council Bluffs, IA 51503

—CONSTRUCTION— Ve iy
712-322-7779 :
545 Willow Ave R Saint Albert
Jason Cook 402-510-2599 Council Bluffs IA 51503 Facebook: St Albert / CRTTIOHESCo0rs
e . LK)
PULVERENTE pTd), ; - Catholic Charities
e .
MONUMENT.CO:  (oTmmr ¥ UF S) Council Bluffs, IA

RYAN OR KIMBERLY NORTON
(402) 341-2452
pulverentemonument@hotmail.com
www.pulverentemonument.com

1439 South 13th Street ® Omaha, Nebraska 68108

Fertilizer - Chemicals - Propane

David Kramer

PH:(712)566-2191 26530 Idlewood Road
www.ufslic.net McClelland, IA 51548

Marriage, Family and
Pregnancy Counseling
712-328-3086
cbluffs@dmdiocese.org

®

WESTERN IOWA WIRELESS

Affordable high speed wireless internet

712-485-7200 www.wiaw.net

Neola, Ia 51559

105 3rd Street

Ben & Katie Ausdemore
402-639-9072 402-639-8980

AUSCOrp..

Helping You Protect & Grow

Pioneer Seed - Crop Insurance

KOHORST & FISCHER LAW FIRM, PLLC
Daniel P. Fischer

Attorney at Law

daniel@kohorstlaw.com
Phone: (712) 755-3156 | Fax: (712) 755-7404
602 Market Street, Suite 101, Hatlan, IA 51537

~KELLY'S

CARPET & FURNITURE

COUNCIL BLUFFS * LINCOLN
(712) 328-2424
Deann@kellyscarpet.com

HURD CONSTRUCTION
JOHN & DEB HURD
SOIL CONSERVATION, TERRACES, DAMS, SITE
GRADING, & ALL TYPES OF DIRT WORK
21596 225th St
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
Home: 712-566-2475
Cell: 402-680-8578

PRIMROSE.
T PRIMROSE

RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES

STFPH —\\ IF KE\' EALY

Offi

ille Blvd.,

www.Primros

1801 East Kanesv

eRetirement.com (&)

Good Quality Handmade
Items For Sale

. Receiving Blankets
. Burp Clothes

. Dog Ropes
. Dog Blankets

Fary Long
712-245-5441 (call or tevt)
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Discovering hope and joy in the Catholic faith.

January 2026

St. Patrick's Church, Neola and St. Columbanus Church, Weston

One Minute
Meditations

St. Genevieve of Paris

Born in 422, in Nanterre, France,
St. Genevieve consecrated herself
to God when she was fifteen. She
became known for her charity and
gift of prophecy. She predicted
Paris would be spared from attack
by the Huns and led the people in
fasting and prayer. Paris was spared.
When King Childeric and his son
Clovis I conquered Paris, Genevieve
convinced Childeric to release his
captives. She became a trusted
advisor to Clovis, who converted to
Christianity.

The Jesus Prayer

January is dedicated to the Most
Holy Name of Jesus, reminding the
faithful of the power and reverence
due to His Name: “At the name
of Jesus every knee should bend, in
heaven and on earth and under the
earth” (Phil 2:10). A fitting prayer
for this month is the Jesus Prayer,
long cherished in Eastern Catholic
and Eastern Orthodox traditions:
“Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living
God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”
Simple yet profound, this prayer
can be repeated throughout the day.
Prayed attentively, it deepens love
and reverence for Christ, invokes
His saving grace, and helps cultivate
a steady spirit of prayer, humility,
and interior peace.

“The things that we love tell us
what we are.” St. Thomas Aquinas

Rev. Julius Itamid, Administrator

Turning our hearts back to God

Converting our hearts back to God
begins with an honest pause - not a
dramatic moment, but a decision to
look at our lives as they really are. What
shapes our days? What gets our best
energy, our first thoughts, our deepest
trust? Whatever holds that place is, in
practice, what we put first.

Putting God first starts with
intention. We make room for Him by
removing what crowds Him out. A few
minutes of prayer before reaching for a
phone. A short passage of Scripture read
slowly instead of rushed. These small
choices retrain the heart. They remind us
to whom we belong.

Repentance is part of the return,
but it is not about shame. It is about
direction. To repent means to turn. We
admit where we've drifted and choose
a better path. God does not demand
perfection before welcoming us back. He
asks for honesty and willingness.

Trust follows close behind. Many
of us profess trust in God but still rely

on our own control. Putting Him first
means surrendering outcomes we cannot
manage anyway. [t means praying not
only for help, but for guidance, even
when the answer may change our plans.
Faith moves us to action. When we

“Do not let the past disturb you. Just
leave everything in the Sacred Heart
and begin again with joy.” St. Teresa of
Calcutta

align our choices with God’s teachings,
our hearts follow. Faith leads to action.
Forgiving when necessary. Serving
when it is inconvenient. Giving when
it feels risky. These actions reshape our
priorities.

Community matters. Worship, shared
prayer, and accountability keep our
hearts oriented toward God when we are
tempted to drift.

Turning back to God is rarely
instantaneous. It is daily, deliberate, and
deeply personal. Each step taken toward
Him strengthens the heart’s true center.

Whleo
Catholics
Do That()

Blessing ourselves with holy water
when entering a Catholic church
recalls the ritual washings of the Old
Testament, through which the Jews
purified themselves before approaching
God in the Temple. St. John the Baptist
built on this tradition by using water as
a sign of repentance and conversion.

© Copyright 2026 Success Publishing & Media, LLC All Rights Reserved

Why
themselves with holy
water?

do Catholics bless

Today, this gesture reminds us of our
Baptism and renews our commitment
to live the Faith. As a sacramental, holy
water disposes us to receive God’s grace,
strengthens us against temptation, and,
with proper repentance, helps remit
venial sins.
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New Year, new habits build change that lasts

Starting and maintaining New Year’s resolutions can be
difficult for the same reason cultivating virtue is difficult: both
require forming new habits. Perseverance rarely comes from
sheer willpower alone. Practical strategies, supported by grace,

make growth more sustainable.

Begin with achievable goals. Set yourself up for early success
by practicing self-denial in small, manageable ways. Learning to
say no in minor matters builds the discipline needed to resist

greater temptations later.

Replace, rather than simply remove. It is often easier to
abandon an unhealthy habit when it is substituted with a better
one. Just as swapping potato chips for pretzels can make dietary

changes more attainable, uprooting vice is aided by cultivating
the opposing virtue. Greed is weakened by generosity.

Seek accountability. A trusted friend, exercise partner, or
prayer companion can provide encouragement and consistency

for change. Knowing someone is watching makes it more

difficult to give up when motivation fades.
Above all, rely on grace. God invites us to call upon Him,
especially in moments of weakness, often marked by anger or

anxiety, fatigue, hunger, or sadness. In those moments, turn to

(Exodus 14:14).

from

cripture

This Gospel passage recounts the call
of the first disciples. They may not have
known Jesus personally at first, but
they knew about Him through John
the Baptist (John 1:35-42). Hearing
the invitation to know Jesus better and
follow Him closely, the men dropped
what they were doing “at once” and left
everything behind.

Under Christ’s leadership, the
disciples went on to do amazing deeds.
They worked miracles, brought the
Gospel to distant lands, won countless
souls for Heaven, and suffered many

Matthew 4:12-23, Discipleship
is the greatest adventure

hardships, even martyrdom. The secret
of their success was their relationship
with Christ as their God, Savior,
Teacher, and Friend who promised to
be with them always (Matthew 28:20).
All of us are called to be saints -
friends of God. Jesus Christ invites each
of us, in particular, to know and follow
Him. While few of us are called to leave
everything behind, we can still offer
everything we have to God’s service.
We can still give our “Yes.” Pursuing
authentic holiness isn't boring but a
great adventure!

Feasts &
Celebrations

January 1 - Solemnity of Mary, the
Mother of God. When we celebrate
this feast, we honor Mary, but also
acknowledge Jesus as true God and
true Man. Mary's title highlights God's
humility, in that God chose to come
to us through Mary, as a vulnerable
newborn. This year, it is a holy day of
obligation.

January 5 - St. John Neumann
(1860). The first American bishop
to be canonized was born in the
present-day Czech Republic in 1811.

St. John traveled to New York as a
missionary before becoming bishop of
Philadelphia. He built up the Catholic
school system and established diocesan

schools. He also built more than
89 churches, several hospitals and
orphanages.

January 11 - The Baptism of the
Lord (1st Century). Jesus began
His public ministry by getting
baptized by St. John the Baptist.
Jesus was to be baptized to “fulfill all
righteousness”(Matthew 3:15). This
was also when God reveals Jesus as His
“beloved Son” (Matthew 3:17).

January 13 - St. Hilary of Poitiers
(367). St. Hilary converted to
Christianity as a young man and was
elected bishop around 350. St. Hilary
spent most of his office battling the
Arian heresy, which denied the Divinity
of Christ. He was exiled to Phrygia. He
spent his four-year exile writing and
teaching against Arianism until the
emperor begged him to return home.

the Holy Spirit for strength and consolation, trusting the Lord's
promise: “The Lord will fight for you; you have only to keep still”

Why is the feast
of the Epiphany
important?

&
A

The Feast of the Epiphany, celebrated
this year on January 4, is important
because it celebrates the public revelation
of Jesus Christ as Savior of the whole
world. The word epiphany means
“manifestation” or “revealing.”

Originally, the feast commemorated the
visit of the Magi, wise men from the East,
who followed the star to Bethlehem. In
honoring the Magi, the Church proclaims
that salvation is universal and that
Gentiles are fully included in God's plan.

Traditionally, Epiphany also
encompasses two other key moments of
revelation: Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan
and His first miracle at the wedding
at Cana. At His Baptism, the Father’s
voice and the descent of the Holy Spirit
reveal Jesus as God’s Son. At Cana, Jesus
manifests His divine power publicly for
the first time. Together, these events reveal
who Jesus truly is.

Epiphany calls us to respond as the
Magi did: to seek Christ, to worship Him,
and to offer Him our lives. It reminds us
that faith is not meant to be hidden, but
proclaimed.

To provide practical ideas that promote
faithful Catholic living.

Success Publishing & Media, LLC
Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.infaithpublishing.com
(Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from the
Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible -
Revised)
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